[4910—423]

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON
Federal Aviation Adm nistration

14 CFR Parts 65, 66, and 147

[ Docket No. 27863; Notice No. 98-5]
RIN 2120-AF22

Revision of Certification Requirenents: Mechanics and
Repai r men

AGENCY: Federal Aviation Adm nistration (FAA), DOT.

ACTI ON:  Notice of proposed rul emaki ng (NPRM .

SUVMARY: Thi s docunent proposes to anend the Federal

Avi ation Regul ations (FAR) that prescribe the certification
and training requirenents for nechanics and repairnen.
Current regul ations prescribing these requirenents do not
reflect the extensive differences in the maintenance skills
required of currently certificated personnel, the
significant technol ogi cal advances that have occurred in the
avi ation industry, and the enhancenents in training and

i nstructional nethods that have affected all aviation

mai nt enance personnel. The proposed rule would consolidate
and clarify all certification, training, and experience
requi renents for aviation maintenance personnel in a newy

established part of the Code of Federal Regulations. The



proposed rule would create additional certificates and
ratings, and would nodify the privileges and limtations of
current certificates to respond nore closely to the
responsi bilities of aviation maintenance personnel. |In
addi tion, the proposal would establish new training

requi renents that woul d enhance the technical capabilities
of, and increase the | evel of professionalismanong,

avi ati on mai ntenance personnel. Further, as current rules
do not provide the FAA with an accurate assessnent of active
avi ati on mai nt enance personnel, the proposal also would
provide the FAA with essential denographic information that
could be used to dissemnate vital aviation safety and
training information, thereby enhancing aviation safety.

All of the proposals in this docunent have been extensively
researched for the FAA by the Aviation Rul emaki ng Advi sory
Commttee (ARAC) Part 65 Wrking Goup, and all proposals
made in this docunent are based on the ARAC s
reconmendati ons.

DATES: Comments nust be received on or before Novenber 6,
1998.

ADDRESSES: Comments on this notice should be delivered or
mailed, in triplicate, to: Federal Aviation Adm nistration

O fice of the Chief Counsel, Attn: Rules Docket (AGC- 200),



Docket No. 27863, Room 915G 800 I ndependence Avenue SW,
Washi ngton, DC 20591. Comments submtted nust be marked:
"Docket No. 27863." Comments also may be submtted
el ectronically to the follow ng Internet address:
9- NPRM CMTS@ aa. dot . gov. Conmments may be exam ned in Room
915G on weekdays, except Federal holidays, between 8:30 a.m
and 5:00 p. m
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Leslie K Vipond,
AFS- 350, Conti nuous Al rworthiness Mi ntenance Division
Fl i ght Standards Service, Federal Aviation Adm nistration,
800 | ndependence Avenue SW, Washi ngton, DC 20591,
t el ephone (202) 267-3269.
SUPPLEMENTARY | NFORMATI ON:
Comments Invited

Interested persons are invited to participate in the
maki ng of the proposed rule by submtting such witten data,
views, or argunents as they may desire. Comrents relating
to the environnmental, energy, federalism or econom c inpact
that m ght result from adopting the proposals in this notice
also are invited. Substantive comments shoul d be
acconpani ed by cost estimates. Comments should identify the
regul atory docket or notice nunber and should be submtted

intriplicate to the Rul es Docket address specified above.
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Al comments received, as well as a report summari zi ng
each substantive public contact with FAA personnel on this
rul emeking, will be filed in the docket. The docket is
avai l able for public inspection before and after the conment
cl osi ng date.

Al'l comments received on or before the closing date
wi |l be considered by the Adm ni strator before taking action
on this proposed rul emaking. Late-filed coments will be
considered to the extent practicable. The proposals
contained in this notice may be changed in light of the
comment s received.

Commenters w shing the FAA to acknow edge receipt of
their comments submtted in response to this notice nust
i nclude a pre-addressed, stanped postcard with those
comments on which the follow ng statenent i s nade:

"Comments to Docket No. 27863." The postcard wll be

date stanped and mailed to the commenter.

Avai l ability of NPRMs

Usi ng a nodem and sui tabl e communi cati ons software, an
el ectronic copy of this docunent may be downl oaded fromthe
FAA regul ati ons section of the FedWrld el ectronic

bul l etin board service (tel ephone: (703) 321-3339), the



GPO s electronic bulletin board service (tel ephone: (202)
512-1661), or the FAA' s Aviation Rul emaki ng Advisory
Comm ttee bulletin board service (tel ephone: (800) 322-
2722).

Internet users may reach the FAA s webpage at

http://ww. faa. gov/avr/ nprmi nprm ht mor the GPO s webpage at

http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara f or access to recently published

rul emaki ng docunents.

Any person may obtain a copy of this NPRM by submtting
a request to the Federal Aviation Adm nistration, Ofice of
Rul emaki ng, ARM—1, 800 | ndependence Avenue SW, Washi ngton,
DC 20591, or by calling (202) 267-9860. Comruni cati ons mnust
identify the notice nunber of this NPRM

Persons interested in being placed on the mailing |ist
for future NPRVMs shoul d request fromthe above office a copy
of Advisory Circular (AC) No. 11-2A, Notice of Proposed
Rul emaki ng Di stribution System which describes the

appl i cation procedure.

Backgr ound
Statenent of the Problem
In keeping with the FAA's policy of review ng and

upgradi ng regul ations to ensure that they are consistent



wi th changes in the aviation environnent, the FAA has
conducted a nul tiphase regulatory review to anmend subparts D
and E of 14 CFR part 65, which pertain to nmechanics and
repairmen. Since the recodification of the Gvil Ar

Regul ations into the FAR on August 10, 1962, a conplete
regul atory review of the certification requirements for

t hese airnmen has not been acconplished, and few significant
revisions to these subparts have been nmade. However,

numer ous technol ogi cal advances in the aviation industry,
recent FAA and international regulatory activities, concerns
over aging aircraft, and enhancenents in training nethods
have significantly affected all aspects of aviation

mai nt enance operations. Additionally, various and often
conflicting interpretations of the existing regul ations have
resulted in confusion anong the airmen for whomthis part
was i ntended. Based on these factors, the FAA has
instituted this conplete regulatory review of part 65,

subparts D and E

Hi story
I n Novenber 1989, a joint industry/FAA part 65 review
group was fornmed to evaluate and review certification

requi renents for mechanics and repairnmen. The review



group's objective was to devel op and present a unified
position on reconmended changes to part 65. The group was
conposed of representatives from several aviation

associ ations and was coordi nated by the Professional

Avi ati on Mai ntenance Association (PAMA). FAA interests were
represented by the Aircraft Mintenance D vision (AFS—300)
of the FAA

The review group conducted a series of panel
di scussions throughout the United States and, as a result,
drafted the "I ndustry/ FAA Part 65 Review G oup Wbr ki ng
Paper," which was conpl eted on January 31, 1991. This paper
presented the issues of general agreenent within the review
group and issues that the group believed would require
further discussion.

In support of this regulatory review, the FAA also
conpleted a historical review of part 65, subparts D and E
on Cctober 22, 1991. This review reveal ed that, as of
Cct ober 1991, there had been 17 amendnents (1 of which was
rescinded), 3 petitions for rul emaking, and 100 exenption
actions to these subparts since recodification in 1962. In
addi tion, one accident, the Aloha Airlines Boeing 737

structural failure on April 28, 1988, generated National



Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) recommendations rel ated
to anendi ng these subparts.

The three petitions for rul emaki ng addressed issues
associated wth establishing certificates and ratings for
avionics and instrunent technicians, recertifying nechanics,
and allowi ng applicants for nmechanic certificates who have
not graduated from an avi ati on nai ntenance technici an school
approved under 14 CFR part 147 to take the oral and
practical tests for a certificate or rating before
conpleting the required witten tests.

The majority of the requests for exenption, FAA policy
letters, and legal interpretations regarding nmechanics
pertained to issues affecting inspection authorization
renewal or to general eligibility and experience
requi renents. The majority of requests for simlar actions
concerning repairmen involved issues pertaining to
certificate privileges and [imtations.

During 1991, the FAA conducted a survey of FAA regional
offices on the certification of nmechanics, hol ders of
i nspection authorizations, and repairnen. A copy of this
survey has been placed in Docket No. 27863.

The survey questions were derived fromissues that were

rai sed during FAA participation in listening sessions with



avi ation industry associations and the International G vil
Avi ation Organization (1 CAO Aircraft Mintenance Engi neer
Li censi ng Panel and fromissues identified in |egal
interpretations, petitions for exenption, petitions for
rul emaki ng, and enforcenent actions.

Results of this survey showed cl ear support for
(1) replacing the term"mechanic" with "aviation maintenance
technician"; (2) developing a system for granting additional
privileges and limtations for nechanics; (3) encouragi ng
addi tional FAA participation with | CAO and ot her avi ation
authorities to standardi ze training and certification of
mai nt enance personnel; (4) using aviation maintenance
i nstructor experience to satisfy recent experience
requi renents; (5) clarifying 8 65.75(b), regarding witten
test requirenents; (6) adding the term"facsimle" to
8 65.16; and (7) devel oping a separate certificate or rating
for balloon repairmen. The majority of the respondents
supported changes in the English-1anguage requirenents for
mechani cs and repai rnen, the continued acceptance of
mlitary aircraft maintenance experience as the basis for
ai rframe and powerplant nmechanic certification, and changes
in the units of tinme (fromnonths to hours) used in current

8 65.77 to neasure experience requirenents for nechanics.



Further inpetus for the part 65 review cane with the
establishment of the ARAC. The ARAC charter becane
effective on February 5, 1991 (56 FR 2190, January 22,
1991). It was nost recently renewed on February 5, 1997
(FAA Order 1110.119C, Aviation Rul emaki ng Advi sory
Comm ttee; March 3, 1997). The ARAC was established to
assist the FAA in the rul emaki ng process by providing input
fromoutside the Federal Governnment on major regul atory
i ssues affecting aviation safety. The ARAC i ncl udes
representatives of air carriers, manufacturers, general
avi ation, |abor groups, colleges, universities,
associ ations, airline passenger groups, and the general
public. The ARAC s formation has given the FAA additional
opportunities to solicit information directly from
significantly affected parties, who neet and exchange i deas
about proposed rules and existing rules that should be
revised or elimnated. The FAA has received significant
assistance fromthe ARACin this review and in the
formul ati on of the proposals in this NPRM

At its first neeting on air carrier/general aviation
mai nt enance i ssues on May 24, 1991 (56 FR 20492,

May 3, 1991), the ARAC established the Part 65 Wrking

Group. The ARAC tasked this Wrking Goup to conduct a
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review of the certification requirenents for nechanics,
mechani cs hol di ng i nspection authorizations, and repairnen.
At that tinme, these requirenents were in part 65, subparts D
and E. Because the scope of the Wirking G oup's task was
extensive, the group divided its review of the certification
requi renents for aviation maintenance personnel into two
phases.

Once the first phase of this review was conplete, the
ARAC anal yzed the efforts of the Wirking G oup and nade a
series of recommendations to the FAA, which resulted in the
FAA s issuance of Notice No. 94-27 on August 17, 1994
(59 FR 42430). That NPRM proposed: (1) establishing a
separate part 66 for aviation maintenance personnel;

(2) renoving gender-specific terms fromthe original

regul ation; (3) changing the term"nmechanic" to "aviation
mai nt enance technician"; (4) changing the term"repairmn"
to "aviation repair specialist"; (5) establishing the
equi val ency of the aviation nmaintenance technician
certificate and the aviation repair specialist certificate
with current nmechanic and repairman certificates;

(6) allowing facsimles to be used in the process of

repl acing |l ost or destroyed aviation mai ntenance technician

and aviation repair specialist certificates; (7) requiring
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applicants to denonstrate English-Ianguage proficiency by
readi ng and expl ai ni ng appropriate mai ntenance publications
and by witing defect and repair statenents;

(8) discontinuing the certification of aviation maintenance
personnel who are enployed outside the United States and who
are not proficient in the English | anguage; (9) requiring
all aviation nmai ntenance technician applicants to pass a
witten test that woul d exam ne their know edge of al
appl i cabl e nmai nt enance regul ations; (10) clarifying the
requi renent that each applicant for an aviation mai ntenance
technician certificate pass all witten tests before
applying for oral and practical tests; (11) recogni zing
conput er - based testing nethods; (12) specifying al
experience requirenents in hours instead of nonths for
initial certification; (13) establishing a basic conpetency
requi renent for aviation maintenance technicians;

(14) allow ng aviation mai ntenance technicians to use

equi pnent -specific training as an additional neans to
qualify for the exercise of certificate privileges;

(15) permtting aviation maintenance instructors to use
instructional tine to satisfy currency requirenents;

(16) establishing training requirenents for aviation

mai nt enance techni ci ans who desire to use their certificates
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for conpensation or hire; (17) extending the duration of an
i nspection authorization from1 to 2 years; and

(18) expanding the renewal options available to the hol der
of an inspection authorization.

After further work by the Part 65 Wrking Goup and the
rapid conpl etion of the second phase of the Wrking Goup's
review of the certification requirenments for nechanics and
repairmen, the ARAC recommended that the FAA consolidate the
proposal s made in Notice 94-27 with those proposal s nade by
the ARAC at the conpletion of the second phase of the
regul atory review This decision was based on the ARAC s
eval uation that the proposals made in the second phase of
the Part 65 Wrking Group's review of the certification
requi renents for aviation nmaintenance personnel woul d cause
significant changes to the format and content of proposed
part 66, as set forth in Notice No. 94-27, which proposed
t he changes recommended by the ARAC and the FAA after the
conpletion of the first phase of the review As a result of
the creation of new subparts in proposed part 66 for the
avi ation mai ntenance technician (transport) (AMI(T))
certificate and the inspection authorization, the addition
of a separate rating for aviation nmaintenance instructors,

and the creation of an additional aviation repair specialist
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certificate, the ARAC determ ned that the genera
organi zati on of part 66, as previously proposed, would be
greatly altered.

The FAA, in an effort to avoid confusion in the
i npl ementation of the final rule, agreed wwth the ARAC s
recommendati on and determ ned that the changes proposed in
the earlier NPRM and the additional changes proposed as a
result of recomendati ons nmade at the conpletion of the
second phase of the regulatory review should be reconcil ed
and consolidated into a single NPRM containing both sets of
proposals. Therefore, the FAAis withdrawing the initial
NPRM on July 9, 1998 (XX FR XXXX)]. The FAA contends that
the creation of part 66, as set forth in the earlier
proposal, followed by a series of sweeping changes to
i npl enent the additional proposals set forth in this NPRV
woul d have been confusing to the aviation naintenance
community and woul d have hindered the inplenentation of the
changes that the Wrking Goup has set out to acconplish.

The proposal s devel oped during both phases of the part
65 regul atory review, and set forth in this NPRM cover a
broad range of issues affecting the certification of
avi ati on mai ntenance personnel. This NPRM reconciles the

proposals made in the earlier NPRMw th the proposals made
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as a result of the conpletion of the second phase of the
ARAC s review of the certification requirenents for aviation
mai nt enance personnel. As stated previously, all of the
proposals in this NPRM have been extensively researched for
the FAA by the Part 65 Wrking Goup, and all proposal s nade
in this NPRM are based on the ARAC s recommendati ons.

Ceneral Discussion of the Proposal

Modi fi cation of the Previ ous Proposal

A majority of the proposals devel oped during the first
phase of the regulatory review and set forth in Notice No.
94-27 al so have been set forth in this proposal. O those
18 specific proposals previously noted as being set forth in
the earlier NPRM fewer than half have been significantly
nodi fied in this NPRM

Many of the discrepancies between the current proposal
and the earlier NPRMresulted fromthe previous proposal to
equate a nmechanic certificate to an avi ati on mai nt enance
technician (AMI) certificate. As a result of the conpletion
of the second phase of this review, the FAA proposes the
creation of AMI and AMI(T) certificates. The current
mechani c certificate with airfranme and powerpl ant ratings
woul d be equivalent to the proposed AMI(T) certificate with

an aircraft rating (wth no loss of privileges) and not the
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AMI certificate, as stated in the earlier NPRM The
original proposal to change the term "nechanic" to "aviation
mai nt enance technician" has, therefore, been nodified to
reflect the proposed change. All privileges granted to an
AMI(T) with an aircraft rating, as set forth in this notice,
woul d apply to the holder of a current nechanic certificate
with airframe and powerpl ant ratings. The hol der of the
proposed AMI certificate with an aircraft rating would not
possess the full approval for return-to-service privileges
of the holder of either the current nechanic certificate
with an airframe and powerplant rating or the proposed (and
equi valent) AMI(T) certificate with an aircraft rating.

Thi s proposal al so would conbine the current airfrane
and powerplant ratings into a single "aircraft” rating. The
FAA woul d not issue any proposed certificates with airfrane
and powerplant ratings as stated in the previous NPRM

In the earlier NPRM infornmation pertaining to
i nspection authorizations was found solely in the subpart of
proposed part 66 that would pertain to AMIs. The current
proposal , however, would create two certificates (the AMI
and AMI(T)), both of whose holders would be eligible for
i nspection authorization privileges. Therefore, the

proposal woul d renove those sections that pertain to
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i nspection authorizations fromthe subpart, proposed in the
earlier NPRM that was applicable solely to the AMI
certificate and place this information in a separate subpart
applicable to AMI and AMI(T) certificates. Additionally, the
proposal would not permt participation in current

i nspection prograns recommended by the manufacturer or other
i nspection prograns established by the registered owner or
operator under 14 CFR 8§ 91.409(f)(3) or (4), as a neans of
sati sfying inspection authorization renewal requirenents.

By establishing a new type of aviation repair
specialist certificate based on proficiency in a designated
specialty area but not |linked to enploynent, this proposal
significantly reorgani zes the subpart of previously proposed
part 66 applicable to aviation repair specialists. Al though
Notice No. 94-27 states that a valid repairman certificate
woul d be equal to an aviation repair specialist certificate,
under the proposal contained in this notice, the current
repairman certificate would only be equivalent to the
aviation repair specialist certificate issued on the basis
of enploynment (ARS—I1) and not to the aviation repair
specialist certificate issued on the basis of proficiency in
a designated specialty area (ARS—+) (unless the FAA issued

the current repairman certificate based on conpliance with a
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recogni zed national standard, such as that established for
nondestructive inspection).

Additionally, as a result of comrents received on the
earlier NPRM the proposal to specify practical experience
requi renents in hours for the issuance of an AMI certificate
woul d be retained; however, the time interval in which
recent experience requirenents woul d be neasured woul d
continue to be stated in nonths. Also as a result of
coments received, this proposal would propose a mandatory
recurrent training requirenment for AMIs and AMI(T)s who use
their certificates for conpensation or hire; however, this
NPRM woul d not propose that this recurrent training consist
of a mninmumof 16 hours of recurrent training every
24 nonths, as stated in the previous NPRM To afford
avi ati on mai nt enance personnel greater latitude in the types
of training that could be used to qualify for the exercise
of certificate privileges, this proposal would change the
nore restrictive term"equi pnent-specific training," as set
forth in the earlier proposal, to "appropriate training."
The proposal also would permt training on the "tasks to be
performed” to be used to qualify a person for the exercise
of certificate privileges, rather than require training to

be on the "equi pnent on which the work is to be perforned.”
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Therefore, conpletion of training sufficient to permt the
exercise of certificate privileges would not need to be
conducted on the identical nmake and nodel of an item on

whi ch subsequent work woul d be perfornmed. Mintenance
personnel would be permtted to conplete training by
performng simlar maintenance tasks on different makes and
nmodel s of equi pnment. This would provi de mai nt enance
personnel with increased opportunities to obtain qualifying
training wthout causing any decrease in safety.

To decrease the possibility that a certificate hol der
woul d have to nmake any additional requests for a tel egramor
facsimle to be used as proof of certification after a
repl acenent certificate has been requested, this NPRM al so
woul d increase the period of validity of tel egrans and
facsimles used as proof of certification from60 days to
90 days.

Additionally, the FAA has revised the certificate
eligibility requirenents relating to English-Ianguage
proficiency to permt aviation maintenance personnel who are
deaf, hard of hearing, speech inpaired, or possess simlar
medi cal conditions, yet have a command of the English
| anguage, to neet certificate eligibility requirenents.

Therefore, the FAA has added a provision to the proposed
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certificate eligibility requirenments that would permt an

i ndi vidual who has a denonstrated proficiency in the

Engl i sh | anguage, but who may not be able to neet the
proposed requi renents because of a nedical condition, to
have limtations placed on his or her certificate that would
permt the exercise of certificate privileges.

New Proposal s Based on the Conpletion of the Second Phase of

the Regul atory Review of the Certification Requirenents for
Mechani cs and Repai r nen

Addi tional proposals devel oped during Phase Il of the
regul atory review and set forth in this NPRM woul d:
(1) establish AMI and AMI(T) certificates; (2) establish
additional training requirenents for individuals seeking the
AMI(T) certificate with an aircraft rating; (3) consolidate
current airframe and powerplant ratings into a proposed
aircraft rating; (4) provide for the registration of holders
of AMI and AMI(T) certificates; (5) establish an aviation
mai nt enance instructor rating; (6) permt AMIs and AMI(T)s
to perform mai nt enance on horizontal card liquid-filled
conpasses; (7) grant inspection authorization privileges
based on the type of certificate held by an individual;
(8) require applicants for the inspection authorization to
successfully conplete an inspection authorization refresher

course before application; (9) establish an aviation repair

20



specialist certificate that nay be issued i ndependent of
enpl oynent (ARS—), based on proficiency in designated
specialty areas; (10) require the hol der of any certificate
i ssued under proposed part 66 to notify the FAA of a change
of address to continue to exercise the privileges of the
certificate; (11) establish procedures for the approval of
AMI(T) training providers; (12) permt certain aviation

mai nt enance technician schools to test applicants for the
AMT certificate; (13) establish procedures by which the

Adm ni strator would be able to grant, by waiver,
certificates to applicants who have not net certain

requi renents of proposed part 66; and (14) replace the term
"witten test” with "know edge test".

The remai nder of this preanble addresses the proposed
changes resulting from both phases of the FAA s review of
the certification requirements for mechanics and repairnmen
t hrough a di scussion of the principal issues and in a

section-by-section analysis of the proposed rule.

Principal |ssues

Est abl i shnent of a Separate Subpart for Aviation Mintenance
Per sonnel

Current part 65, in addition to regul ating the

certification requirenents for aviation maintenance
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personnel, regulates the certification of airnmen such as
aircraft dispatchers, air traffic control tower operators,
and parachute riggers, whose certification requirenents and
duties differ markedly fromthose of aviation maintenance
personnel. Current industry estimates indicate that there
are nore than 145,000 certificated nmechanics and repairnen.
Anmong personnel certificated by the FAA the nunber of
certificated aviation maintenance personnel is second only
to the nunber of certificated pilots. Aviation maintenance
personnel work in all aspects of the aviation environnent,
performtasks vastly different fromthose performed by other
airnmen, and are affected by training and recent experience
requi renents that are substantially nore extensive than
those affecting other airmen currently regul ated by part 65.
The avi ation mai ntenance sector is one of the nost conpl ex
sectors of the aviation comunity, and all aviation

mai nt enance personnel nust possess many technical skills.
Therefore, the FAA proposes to establish a new part 66 under
the title "Certification: Aviation maintenance personnel."
This new part woul d be created by renoving subparts D
(Mechani cs) and E (Repairnen) fromcurrent part 65 and by
usi ng these existing subparts as the nucleus for the newy

created subpart B (Aviation Mintenance Techni ci ans),
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subpart C (Avi ation M ntenance Techni cians (Transport)),
subpart D (I nspection Authorizations), and subpart E

(Avi ation Repair Specialists) under proposed part 66. The
sections of current subpart A (General) of part 65 that
apply to aviation mai ntenance personnel would be included in
subpart A of proposed part 66.

The addition of this new part to the FAR is warranted
because of the proposed creation of additional certificates
and ratings for aviation maintenance personnel, the
expansion of current certification requirenments, and the
i ncreasing conplexity of the training and experience
requi renents affecting aviation mai ntenance personnel .

Redesi gnati on of the Term "Mechani c"

Because of changes in aircraft technol ogy, the anount
of specialized training required to perform aviation
mai nt enance has increased significantly since the
i ntroduction of the term"nmechanic." The highly conplex and
technical field of contenporary aviation maintenance
requires substantially nore than the manual skills typically
associated with individuals classified as "nmechanics." The
FAA asserts that the term "avi ati on mai nt enance technici an"
nmore conpl etely describes the types of skills necessary to

mai ntai n today's conplex aircraft and nore accurately
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reflects the | evel of professionalismfound in the aviation
mai nt enance industry. Additionally, adoption of the term
"avi ation mai ntenance technician" woul d standardize
term nol ogy throughout the aviation industry and nmake

part 66 consistent with part 147 (which regul ates aviation
mai nt enance techni ci an school s), aviation maintenance trade
publications, and the civil aviation regulations of many

| CAO nenber states. Accordingly, the FAA proposes not to
use the term "nechanic" to designate certificates issued
under proposed part 66.

Est abl i shnment of Avi ati on Mai ntenance Techni ci an ( AMI)
Certificates and Aviation Mii ntenance Technician (Transport)

(AMI(T)) Certificates

The Pilot and Avi ation M ntenance Techni ci an Bl ue
Ri bbon Panel, in its report titled "Pilots and Aviation
Mai nt enance Technicians for the Twenty-First Century: An
Assessnent of Availability and Quality,"” noted that current
FAA certification requirenments do not give aviation
mai nt enance personnel the entry-1level experience and skills
necessary for work involving transport-category aircraft
t hat enpl oy new technol ogy. The panel further noted that
because of the rapid accel eration of technol ogi cal advances,

the ability of AMIs to naster this new technol ogy w t hout
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enhanced training is becom ng exceedingly difficult. The
Bl ue R bbon Panel concluded that nore preparati on and
training are required to neet the higher |evels of
qualification that the aviation maintenance industry
demands.

The Bl ue Ri bbon Panel strongly recomended that the FAA
devel op the neans necessary to train aviation maintenance
personnel to a |l evel of expertise beyond the level currently
required. The FAA agrees that this training nust be
acconplished to ensure that aviation maintenance personnel
possess the necessary skills to maintain the sophisticated
aircraft that are in service today.

In recognition of the increasing conplexity and
integrated nature of the systens found in transport-category
ai rplanes and transport-category rotorcraft, and as a result
of the Blue R bbon Panel's and ARAC s recommendati ons, the
FAA proposes the creation of the AMI certificate and the
AMI(T) certificate.

Under the proposal, the holder of an AMI(T) certificate
wth an aircraft rating would possess full approval for
return-to-service privileges for all types of aircraft,

i ncludi ng those transport-category aircraft certificated

under 14 CFR part 25 or 14 CFR part 29. Individuals
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obtaining this certificate and rating after the effective
date of the rule would be required to conpl ete additional
training in those systens and procedures of critical

i nportance to the maintenance of sophisticated
transport-category aircraft. Holders of current nechanic
certificates with airframe and powerplant ratings woul d not
be required to obtain this additional training.

The hol der of an AMI certificate with an aircraft
rating woul d possess all the privileges of the
AMI(T) certificate (and the equival ent nechanic certificate
with airframe and powerplant ratings) except for ful
approval for return-to-service privileges of aircraft
certificated under part 25 or part 29.

The proposal woul d, however, provide approval for
return-to-service privileges, for any aircraft certificated
under part 25 or part 29, to the holder of the proposed
AMT certificate under certain limted and specified
ci rcunstances. The proposal recognizes that an AMI may
occasionally be called on to performrelatively
unconpl i cated mai ntenance on aircraft certificated under
part 25 or part 29. The hol der of an AMI certificate would
be permtted to approve these aircraft for return to service

only after the performance of those preventive maintenance
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tasks specified in paragraph (c) of appendix Ato 14 CFR
part 43, or after the performance of certain tasks specified
by the Adm nistrator. Those additional tasks specified by
the Adm nistrator would be published in advisory material.
These exceptions to permt the approval for return to
service of an aircraft certificated under part 25 or 29 by
an AMT recognize that in certain limted circunstances an
AMI may be required to perform preventive mai ntenance (or

ot her tasks specifically approved by the Adm nistrator) on a
transport-category aircraft and approve that aircraft for
return to service. This need could arise at a renote

| ocati on where an AMI(T) woul d not be avail abl e.

An AMI woul d be permtted to perform maintenance and
preventive mai ntenance on transport-category aircraft but
woul d be permtted to approve for return to service only the
airframe, or aircraft engine, propeller, appliance,
conponent, or part of the aircraft. The AMI certificate
hol der woul d not be permtted to approve the
transport-category aircraft for return to service foll ow ng
the conpletion of tasks that are not specified in paragraph
(c) of appendix Ato part 43, or those tasks that have not

ot herwi se been specified by the Adm ni strator.
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In fornmulating this proposed rule, the ARAC and the FAA
considered requiring certificate hol ders operating under
14 CFR part 121 to ensure that any person approving its
aircraft for return to service, regardless of the aircraft's
certification basis, possess a current and valid AMI(T)
certificate. This restriction would not apply, however, to
approval for return to service of an aircraft after the
performance of those tasks specified in paragraph (c) of
appendix A to part 43 or other tasks approved by the
Adm nistrator. The FAA solicits comments on including the
provi sions of this proposal in part 121. Based on the
coments received, the FAA may adopt such provisions in a
final rule.

Under the proposed rule, current limtations pertaining
to the approval of itens for return to service after the
conpletion of major repairs or najor alterations would be
retai ned for holders of the proposed AMI(T) certificate and
the AMI certificate with an aircraft rating.

As a result of the regulatory changes to the
certification requirenents in this portion of the proposal
and in the section of this proposal pertaining to the
i ssuance of aviation repair specialist certificates

(di scussed below), the proposal would result in a

28



certification process that would be conpatible with that
recomended by | CAO. The proposed certificate structure

al so woul d nore closely reflect Transport Canada's proposed
technician certification structure and woul d, therefore,
facilitate the inplenentation of the fairly conprehensive
provi sions that pertain to the reciprocal acceptance of

mai nt enance actions by U S. and Canadi an entities that
operate under the terns of the U. S. -Canadian Bil ateral

Ai rwort hi ness Agreenent.

Any current and valid nechanic certificate with
airframe and powerplant ratings would be equivalent to an
AMI(T) certificate wwth an aircraft rating. Therefore, any
i ndi vi dual who possesses a nechanic certificate with
ai rframe and powerpl ant ratings before the effective date of
the rule woul d possess the sane approval for
return-to-service privileges as the hol der of the proposed
AMI(T) certificate with an aircraft rating. A valid
mechani c certificate with an airframe and powerplant rating
coul d be exchanged for an AMI(T) certificate with an
aircraft rating. However, such an exchange woul d not be
necessary because both certificates would continue to be
recogni zed by the FAA and the privileges and limtations of

the certificates would be identical
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After the effective date of the rule, the FAA would
cease issuing and no | onger recogni ze nechanic certificates
with aircraft and aircraft engine ratings. Mechanic
certificates with these ratings have not been issued
since 1952. Individuals who hold valid nmechanic
certificates with aircraft and aircraft engine ratings and
who intend to exercise the privileges of the AMI(T)
certificate are encouraged to exchange these certificates
for mechanic certificates with airfranme and powerpl ant
ratings, as specified in current 8 65.73(b), before the
effective date of the rule. |If these individuals exchange
their nmechanic certificates with aircraft and aircraft
engine ratings for nechanic certificates with airfrane and
power pl ant ratings before the effective date of the rule,

t hese individuals would hold the privileges of the AMI(T)
certificate after the effective date of the rule. After the
effective date of the rule, a nmechanic certificate with
aircraft and aircraft engine ratings could not be exchanged
for a valid nmechanic certificate with airfranme and
power pl ant ratings or an AMI(T) certificate with an aircraft
rating.

In addition, after the effective date of the rule, the

FAA woul d cease issuing nechanic certificates with airfrane
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and powerplant ratings. However, nechanic certificates with
airframe and powerplant ratings issued before the effective
date of the rule would continue to be recognized by the FAA
The proposal would not require holders of valid nechanic
certificates wwth airframe and powerplant ratings to
exchange their certificates for the proposed

AMI(T) certificate. | f the holder of a valid nmechanic
certificate with airfrane and powerplant ratings w shed to
exchange his or her certificate for an AMI(T) certificate
after the effective date of the rule, that individual could
do so without having to receive any additional training. 1In
the event of a lost or destroyed certificate, the hol der of
a valid nechanic certificate wwth airframe and power pl ant
ratings would be issued an AMI(T) certificate with an
aircraft rating. A nechanic, however, would not be
precluded fromconpleting the AMI(T) training curriculum (or

obtaining credit for previous equival ent training).

31



Est abl i shnment of Additional Training Requirenents for
Hol ders of the Aviation M ntenance Techni ci an (Transport)
Certificate

An essential prerequisite for an individual to
obtain the proposed AMI(T) certificate would be the
conpletion of an AMI(T) training program Successful
conpletion of this programwould ensure that a person
approving transport-category aircraft for return to service
woul d possess the requisite | evel of expertise necessary to
acconpl i sh such tasks.

Al l avi ation mai nt enance personnel nust possess a basic
| evel of know edge and skill to maintain an aircraft
properly and approve that aircraft for return to service.
Therefore, the FAA contends that the conplexity of |arge
transport aircraft systens and the enhanced | evel of safety
required in air carrier operations, where transport-category
aircraft are primarily used, necessitate that aviation
mai nt enance personnel approving these aircraft for return to
servi ce possess additional specialized skills and training.

The FAA recogni zes that acquiring these skills is a
time-consum ng process and that today's nmechanics often
learn the requisite skills while working for an air carrier
or repair station. However, whether a current nechanic has

these skills cannot be readily discerned through a review of
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an individual's current certification record. The proposed
AMI(T) certificate would ensure that all aviation

mai nt enance personnel certificated after the effective date
of the rule who approve transport-category aircraft for
return to service possess these skills. The AMI(T)
certificate also would provide the individual with a readily
avai | abl e, FAA-sanctioned recognition of a |evel of
proficiency that previously could not be determ ned by
reference to the individual's certificate.

Through the creation of this certificate, operators of
aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 29 could be
assured that the holder of an AMI(T) certificate issued
after the effective date of the rule possesses the requisite
know edge and skill to approve these aircraft for return to
service. This would enable operators to enploy aviation
mai nt enance personnel who could nore rapidly neet the needs
of their specific operating environnment w thout having to
participate in extensive operator-sponsored training
prograns before perform ng nmai ntenance on these aircraft.
Therefore, operators would be able to focus their training
resources on aircraft type and difference training rather
than on primary aircraft maintenance skills for

transport-category aircraft. Aviation maintenance
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technician training schools al so would be able to apply
their training resources nore efficiently and could spend
nore tinme training their students in the fundanmental
concepts and basic skills of aviation maintenance.

Under the proposal, an applicant for an AMI(T)
certificate who does not already possess the equival ent
mechani c certificate with airfranme and powerpl ant ratings
woul d only be required to possess a current and valid
AMI certificate and present evidence that he or she has
conpleted an AMI(T) training program adm nistered by an
approved training provider, that nmeets specific curriculum
requi renents. These training requirenents woul d be desi gned
to ensure that the holder of the certificate is conpetent to
approve these aircraft for return to service.

The proposed training requirenents for the issuance of
the AMI(T) certificate with an aircraft rating would pl ace
no burden on current nmechanics with airfranme and power pl ant
ratings. Currently certificated mechanics possess approval
for return-to-service authority for aircraft certificated
under part 25 and part 29. Any holder of a current and
valid nmechanic certificate with airframe and powerpl ant
rati ngs woul d, therefore, possess the privileges of the

AMI(T) certificate with the aircraft rating. The proposal
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woul d not require a certificate exchange, and the FAA woul d
recogni ze a current nechanic certificate with airfranme and
power pl ant ratings as being equivalent to the proposed
AMI(T) certificate with the aircraft rating. As stated
previously, if the holder of a valid nmechanic certificate
with airframe and powerpl ant ratings wi shed to exchange the
certificate for an AMI(T) certificate with an aircraft
rating, the individual could do so after the effective date
of the rule without having to receive any additional
trai ni ng.

After the effective date of the proposed rule,
individuals intending to obtain an AMI(T) certificate would
have to possess a current and valid AMI certificate and
attend and successfully conplete an AMI(T) training program
gi ven by an approved training provider, that consists of
573 hours of training in subjects of critical inportance to
i ndividuals who maintain aircraft certificated under part 25
or part 29. Training would be provided in subject areas
such as el ectronics, conposites, publications, safety and
envi ronnent al concerns, structural repair, and powerplants
and systens. Inclusion of these specific subject areas and
the determ nation of the specific amunt of training tine

that woul d be devoted to each individual subject area were
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specifically recomended by the ARAC after extensive
consultations with aviati on mai ntenance personnel, aviation
mai nt enance educators, and operators of transport-category
aircraft.

The FAA, in conjunction with the ARAC and the Part 65
Wor ki ng G oup, has devel oped a detailed |list of those
i ndi vi dual subjects that it recomends shoul d be required
for inclusion in each subject area. The FAA has not,
however, proposed that these individual subjects be included
in the proposal, as their inclusion would require that any
future proposal to change the subjects taught would have to
be acconplished through rul emaki ng or through the grant of a
petition for exenption. The FAA woul d publish, before the
effective date of the final rule, a detailed list, in
advi sory material, of those subjects to be taught in an
AMI(T) training program By publishing this subject list in
advisory material, the FAA could inform AMI(T) training
provi ders of those subjects that should be taught in an
AMI(T) training programand, in response to future
devel opments in aviation technol ogy, rapidly revise the |ist
of subjects that are taught.

Because much of this training also can be obtained in

avi ation mai ntenance training prograns used by certificate
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hol ders operating under 14 CFR part 121 or part 135, or
repair stations certificated under 14 CFR part 145,

i ndividuals currently enployed by these operators would be
permtted to use the training gained in such prograns to
satisfy the requirenents for the proposed AMI(T)
certificate. However, these training prograns would be
required to neet the sane standards as those of an AMI(T)
trai ning program adm ni stered by an approved training
provider. The FAA contends that the flexibility provided by
these training prograns woul d enable the operator to tailor
its training prograns to neet current organizational

mai nt enance requirenents.

To refrain fromunduly penalizing individuals currently
possessing a mechanic certificate with a single rating, the
effective date of the final rule is proposed for 18 nonths
after its publication. This would permt these individuals
to acquire either the airframe or powerplant rating, as
appropriate, and facilitate the issuance of an AMI(T)
certificate with an aircraft rating and its associ ated
privileges and limtations. An individual possessing a
mechani c certificate with a single rating would still be

permtted to exercise the current privileges of that
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i ndi vidual rating and those specified under proposed
8 66.109, except as noted in proposed § 66.105.

Under the proposed rule, an individual holding a
mechanic certificate with a single rating would be
considered to hold the equivalent of an AMI(T) certificate
l[imted to the privileges of the single rating. |If the
hol der wi shed to exchange the certificate for an AMI(T)
certificate, the AMI(T) certificate would include a specific
endorsenment |limting the certificate holder to the exercise
of privileges identical to those of the current certificate
and rating. |In either case, the holder would not be
permtted to approve for return to service the powerplant or
propell er of any aircraft certificated under this chapter
(or any rel ated appliance, conponent, or part thereof) if
the individual possessed only an airframe rating, or the
airframe of any aircraft certificated under this chapter (or
any rel ated appliance, conponent, or part thereof) if the
i ndi vi dual possessed only a powerplant rating. To have the
[imtation renmoved before the effective date of the rule,
the individual would have to neet the know edge, experience,
and skill requirenents necessary to obtain either the
aircraft or powerplant rating, as appropriate. After the

effective date of the rule, to have the limtation renoved,
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t he individual would have to receive the 573 hours of
training required for the AMI(T) certificate. Therefore, the
FAA strongly encourages anyone who holds a nechanic
certificate with a single rating interested in obtaining an
AMI(T) certificate wwthout a limtation to obtain both the
airframe and powerplant ratings before the effective date of
the rule.

Additionally, certain individuals currently enrolled in
avi ati on mai ntenance training prograns may have enrolled in
these training prograns with the intent to apply only for
one rating when they apply for the current nechanic
certificate. To give these individuals the opportunity to
conplete their intended training wthout the additional
expense of training for an unwanted rating, the FAA w |
continue to issue nechanic certificates and their associ ated
ratings until the effective date of the rule. After that
period, the FAAw Il only accept applications for, and
i ssue, the proposed new certificates and ratings.

Most individuals currently enrolled in aviation
mai nt enance training prograns have enrolled in these
prograns with the intent of obtaining the approval for
return-to-service privileges of the current nechanic

certificate with both airfranme and powerplant ratings. The
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FAA recogni zes that sonme of these individuals may have only
limted resources and may have enrolled in current nmechanic
training prograns wthout notice of the proposed additional
training requirenments for the AMI(T) rating. The FAA
contends that by establishing an effective date for the
final rule as 18 nonths after its publication, these
i ndi viduals woul d be provided with an adequate period of
time to conplete their training objectives and obtain
mechani c certificates wwth airframe and powerpl ant ratings.
Additionally, the FAA contends that the aviation maintenance
training industry would require 18 nonths to devel op
adequate prograns to train applicants for the AMI(T)
certificate; therefore, a proposed effective date of
18 nonths after publication of the final rule is warranted.
Al t hough the hol der of a current nechanic certificate
with airframe and powerpl ant ratings woul d possess the sane
privileges as the holder of an AMI(T) certificate wth an
aircraft rating and coul d exchange that nechanic certificate
with airframe and powerplant ratings for an AMI(T)
certificate with an aircraft rating without having to
recei ve additional training, the FAA woul d encourage al
current nmechanics to conplete the proposed training

requirenents for the AMI(T) certificate and aircraft rating.

40



Creation of an Aircraft Rating To Replace Current Airfrane
and Power pl ant Rati ngs

In view of the integrated nature of today's aircraft
and their associated systens, the FAA recogni zes that the
di fferences between the privileges and limtations conveyed
by the current airframe and powerplant ratings are becom ng
| ess distinct. The FAA contends that the demands of current
and future aviation technology require that aviation
mai nt enance personnel have a broad-based | evel of know edge.
These denmands frequently require the concurrent use of
expertise associated with the disciplines of both airfrane
and power pl ant mai nt enance.

Therefore, the proposal would require an applicant for
an AMI certificate to possess the know edge currently
requi red of an applicant for the current nechanic
certificate with both airfranme and powerplant ratings at the
time the individual applies for the proposed AMI
certificate. The FAA contends that, by establishing an
aircraft rating enconpassing both the current airfrane and
power pl ant ratings and by requiring an applicant to possess
the training for both disciplines at the tinme of application
for an AMI certificate, aviation maintenance personnel wl|l

better understand the nature and interrel ati onship of
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avi ation systens as opposed to the individual naintenance
di sci plines. Such know edge should lead to a greater
under st andi ng of how i ndi vi dual conponents affect other
conponents within an aircraft and to a subsequent increase
in the quality of aviation maintenance.

Simlarly, an applicant for an AMI(T) certificate would
be required to conplete additional training that woul d
enconpass the disciplines of airframe and powerpl ant
mai nt enance for transport-category aircraft and systens.
After conpletion of this training, an applicant for an
AMI(T) certificate woul d be awarded the AMI(T) certificate
with an aircraft rating.

The proposal al so woul d provide aviation nai ntenance
techni cian schools with greater flexibility in devel oping
their individual course curriculunms. By requiring an
applicant to apply for the consolidated aircraft rating,
avi ati on mai ntenance technician schools woul d have the
incentive to integrate the training requirenents for each of
the current ratings into a single consolidated program
This integration should result in a nore productive and | ess
costly use of the resources of these schools. It also

shoul d elimnate any duplication of training requirenents
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found in separate airfranme and powerpl ant rating
trai ni ng prograns.

As a result of the issuance of the aircraft rating to
new applicants for the AMI certificate, the differentiation
of tasks between current holders of the airframe rating or
the powerplant rating would gradually dimnish. To give the
FAA the opportunity to devel op new types of testing
procedures to facilitate this change, the proposal would
renmove current regul atory |anguage stating that the
installation and mai ntenance of propellers is covered on the
power pl ant test and that an applicant for a powerpl ant
rating nust show the ability to make satisfactory m nor
repairs to, and mnor alterations of, propellers. Al though
the FAAwill continue to certificate applicants using these
procedures, renoving this |anguage would permt the FAA to
devel op testing procedures that are nore flexible and nore
appropriately suited to the integrated avi ation mai nt enance
envi ronment .

Est abl i shnent of Recurrent Training Requirenments for
Certificated Aviation M ntenance Personnel

Under current part 65, there are no specific provisions
that require recurrent training for certificated nmechanics.

Current 88 121.375 and 135.433 require that an operator have
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a training programto ensure that persons performng

mai nt enance or preventive mai ntenance functions be inforned
fully about procedures, techniques, and new equi pnent in
use. Additionally, 8 145.2(a) requires that repair stations
perform ng mai ntenance for a part 121 operator conply with
part 121, subpart L (which includes the requirenents of

§ 121.375).

In an effort to ensure that all AMIs and AMI(T)s are
fully informed of current maintenance practices in the
rapi dl y changi ng avi ati on nmai nt enance environnment, the FAA
proposes the adoption of recurrent training requirenents for
AMIs and AMI(T)s who use their certificates for conpensation
or hire. The proposal would particularly benefit AMIs and
AMI(T)s who support operations conducted under part 91 and
who do not receive training conparable to that received by
AMIs and AMI(T)s who support operations conducted under
part 121, part 135, or 8§ 145.2(a). This proposal would
ensure that all holders of AMI or AMI(T) certificates who
exercise the privileges of their certificates for
conpensation or hire, and who have the sole responsibility
for ensuring the airworthiness of the equi pnent on which
t hey perform mai ntenance, neet training requirenents simlar

to those in place for AMIs and AMI(T)s supporting operations
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under part 121, part 135, or 8 145.2(a). |In addition, this
proposal also would ensure that all AMIs and AMI(T)s who
support U. S.-certificated repair stations that do not have
mai nt enance and preventive mai ntenance training prograns
recei ve conparabl e trai ning.

Under the proposed rule, an AMI or AMI(T) who neets the
prescribed work experience requirenents and wi shes to
exercise, for conpensation or hire, the privileges of the
certificate or rating would be required to conplete
recurrent training.

| ndi vi dual s who participate in currently required
mai nt enance and preventive mai ntenance training prograns
provi ded by a certificate holder woul d neet the proposed
recurrent training requirenent. Individuals who do not
receive recurrent training through a training program
provided by a certificate hol der could use a nunber of
met hods to neet the proposed requirenent. An AMI refresher
course, inspection authorization refresher course, or a
series of such courses that are appropriate to the duties of
an AMI or AMI(T) and acceptable to the Adm nistrator could
be used to satisfy the proposed recurrent training
requi renent. The FAA notes that by including a specific

reference to the inspection authorization refresher course,
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t he proposal seeks to encourage conpletion of this course by
an AMI' or AMI(T) who does not hold a current inspection

aut hori zation and, thereby, enhance that individual's
under st andi ng of the regulations relevant to the inspection
aut hori zati on.

As an alternative to training provided in the form of
an AMI, AMI(T), or inspection authorization refresher
course, an AMI or AMI(T) who wishes to conply with the
proposed recurrent training requirenents and to exerci se,
for conpensation or hire, the privileges of the certificate,
may conpl ete other training appropriate to the duties of an
AMI or AMI(T). This training may be broad-based and woul d
consi st of any course, or series of courses, of instruction
acceptable to the Admnistrator. A description of those
addi tional types of courses that would be consi dered
acceptable to the Adm nistrator would be published in
advi sory material acconpanying the publication of the final
rule. For exanple, the conpletion of courses dealing with
general mai ntenance practices or regulations applicable to
mai nt enance operations would satisfy the intent of this
proposed rul e.

The FAA recogni zes that many current mechani cs who

support part 91 operations, or other maintenance facilities
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wi t hout mai ntenance or preventive mai ntenance training
progranms in place, receive periodic naintenance training.

For exanpl e, these nmechanics may receive training through
aviation training centers or manufacturers' courses. The
proposed rule would permt this type of naintenance
instruction to be credited toward conpl etion of the proposed
recurrent training requirenment, provided the instruction is
acceptable to the Adm nistrator.

The proposal al so would include specific provisions
applicable to individuals exercising the privileges of their
certificates while enpl oyed by an operator under part 121 or
part 135, or by a repair station performng work for an
operator under part 121. Such individuals would be
considered to neet the recurrent training requirenents set
forth in the proposed rule.

In addition, an aviation maintenance instructor
providing instruction for an avi ati on mai ntenance training
program acceptable to the Adm nistrator, or serving as the
di rect supervisor of individuals providing aviation
mai nt enance instruction for an aviation maintenance training
program acceptable to the Adm nistrator, would neet the
proposed recurrent training requirenments. As a result of

their position as aviation maintenance instructors, these
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i ndi vidual s are continually exposed to current maintenance
practices and often di ssem nate information about new
practices, techni ques, and equi pnment to the aviation

mai nt enance community. These individuals would be
considered fully infornmed about current naintenance
practices.

The FAA notes, however, that an aviation maintenance
instructor could neet the requirenents for the exercise of
the privileges of the aircraft rating but m ght not be able
to exercise the privileges of the aviation maintenance
instructor rating if the instructor has provided | ess than
300 hours of instruction or served as a supervisory
instructor for less than 300 hours during the preceding
24 nonths. However, recent experience requirenents for the
avi ation mai ntenance instructor rating could be net if the
i ndi vi dual successfully conpleted an AMI refresher course
(or other course of instruction acceptable to the
Adm ni strator and appropriate to the duties of an aviation
mai nt enance instructor) or if the Adm nistrator specifically
determ ned that the individual net the standard prescribed
for the issuance of the rating.

Al t hough the FAA consi dered establishing a requirenent

that recurrent training consist of a mninumof 16 hours

48



every 24 nonths for AMIs and AMI(T)s supporting operations
under part 91 and working for conpensation or hire, the FAA
has not proposed such action in this NPRM The i ncl usion of
a 16-hour recurrent training requirenent for these
i ndi vi dual s had been reconmmended by sonme participants in the
Part 65 Working G oup; however, it was the general consensus
of the group that the specific nunber of hours for any
proposed recurrent training requirenment should be determ ned
at a later date. Although witten coments were solicited
fromall menbers of the group to provide justification for a
specific recurrent training requirenent, the FAA did not
receive witten comments providing such justification.
Currently, the FAA is engaged in a nunber of studies
and activities to determi ne the appropriate |evel of
recurrent training for aviation maintenance personnel.
Specifically, the FAA is conducting an expanded job task
anal ysis of those tasks perfornmed by all aviation
mai nt enance personnel to determ ne the appropriate focus and
depth of recurrent training. The FAA also is analyzing
accident data and airmen violations in which nmai ntenance
el ements were a causal factor and is surveying its field
inspectors in an effort to develop recurrent training

requi renents. The FAA also is sponsoring an ongoi ng study

49



to determine the feasibility of formng a national training
council that is conposed of individuals, representatives of
the avi ati on mai ntenance i ndustry, and the FAA to determ ne
proposed training requirenents for aviation maintenance
personnel. As a result of these efforts, the FAAis

eval uating the appropriateness of consolidating al

mai nt enance training into a single future NPRM and i ssui ng
detail ed advisory material to provide specific guidance for
the conpletion of training requirenents. The FAA strongly
supports the concept of recurrent training for aviation

mai nt enance personnel and has proposed a recurrent training
requi renent in proposed part 66 that would establish a basic
recurrent training for aviation maintenance personnel.

The recurrent training required under this proposal, as
set forth in proposed 88 66.65 and 66.111, enconpasses nore
types of training than the types of training that may be
used to satisfy the provisions of proposed 88 66.63
and 66. 109 for the exercise of specific privileges granted
to AMIs and AMI(T)s wth an aircraft rating. "Training
acceptable to the Admnistrator on the tasks to be
performed,"” as set forth in proposed 88 66.63 and 66. 109, is
enconpassed within the concept of training "appropriate to

the duties" of an AMI or AMI(T), as set forth in proposed
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88 66.65 and 66.111, and may be used to satisfy both
requi renents. However, conpliance with the proposed
recurrent training requirenments of 8 66.65 or 8 66.111 does
not automatically authorize the AMI to performa specific
task. For exanple, an AMI who received mai ntenance training
on a specific make and nodel of aircraft, which enabled the
AMI to performwork on that specific aircraft under proposed
8§ 66.63 or § 66.109, also may credit the instruction
received as satisfying the recurrent training requirenments
in proposed 8§ 66.65 or 8 66.111. The conpletion of a course
i n general maintenance procedures would not, however,
provi de the specialized I evel of training required by the
proposal to permt an AMI or an AMI(T) to performwork on a
speci fic make and nodel of aircraft. (The use of training
to qualify for the exercise of certificate privileges is
di scussed nore thoroughly bel ow.)

An individual who exercises the privileges of an
AMI certificate or an AMI(T) certificate, but not for
conpensation or hire, would not need to conplete the
proposed recurrent training requirenments. These individuals
performonly limted work on aircraft that they own or on a
limted range of aeronautical equipnment. In such cases,

know edge of a broad range of current maintenance
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technol ogies is not necessarily required. Although the FAA
encour ages these personnel to attend recurrent training, the
FAA has determ ned that a mandatory recurrent training

requi renent for these individuals is not currently
war r ant ed.

The proposal also sets forth a provision that would
permt an AMI or AMI(T) who has not net the work experience
and proposed recurrent training requirenents of the
certificate within the preceding 24 nonths to exercise the
privileges of the certificate (including for conpensation or
hire) by conpleting requalification training acceptable to
the Adm nistrator. A specific mnimumtine requirenent and
course content for requalification training has not been
specified in the proposed regulation to provide instructors
and exam ners with greater flexibility in assisting
noncurrent AMIs and AMI(T)s to achieve the required
proficiency. To be considered acceptable to the
Adm ni strator, any requalification training would need to
i nclude a review of those regul ations applicable to the
mai nt enance, preventive mai ntenance, or alteration of
aircraft under the provisions of the FAR

The hol der also may continue to exercise all of the

privileges of the certificate and associated ratings if the
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Adm nistrator finds that the AMI or AMI(T) is conpetent to
exercise those privileges. Passing an oral and practi cal
test with a designated exam ner (currently, a designated
mechani ¢ exam ner (DMVE)) also would satisfy all recent
experience requirenents.

In recognition of enhancenents in training technol ogy,
t he proposed rule also requires successful conpletion of
t hese courses, rather than attendance and successful
conpletion. Therefore, the Adm nistrator may find
sel f-study courses acceptable for fulfilling the
requi renents specified in proposed 8 66.65 or 8 66.111

Thi s proposal for continued aviation mai ntenance
trai ni ng addresses concerns such as those expressed in
recent proposals to require formal training for all aircraft
mechani ¢ applicants. In conjunction wth the issuance of a
final rule, the FAA will develop policy on the content and
conduct of any AMI refresher course, AMI(T) refresher
course, the range of training considered appropriate to the
duties of an AMI or AMI(T), and requalification training.
Any AMI refresher course or AMI(T) refresher course should
al so include a substantial review of those regul ations
pertinent to the exercise of the privileges of the AMI

certificate or AMI(T) certificate, as appropriate.
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Regi stration of Hol ders of Aviation M ntenance Techni ci an
(AMI) Certificates and Avi ati on Mai ntenance Techni ci an
(Transport) (AMI(T)) Certificates

The FAA currently has no accurate neans to determ ne
t he nunber or | ocation of active aviation maintenance
personnel. Wthout this denographic information, the FAAis
unabl e to make accurate assessnents of the status of the
current nechanic popul ation or provide currently active
mechanics with essential safety and training information.

Based on the nunber of certificates issued, the FAA
estimates that the nunber of certificated nmechanics is
second only to the nunber of certificated pilots. However,
pilots (other than those of gliders or free balloons) are
required to obtain a nmedical certificate issued under
14 CFR part 67 to exercise the privileges of their
certificates. As a result of this process, the FAAis able
to update its airman records effectively and make accurate
assessnments of the size of the active pilot population.
Because no simlar formof recurrent nedical testing is
required for current nmechanics, the FAA is unable to assess
accurately the nunber of active nechanics or delete
deceased, inactive, or ineligible nechanics fromits
records. Therefore, any estimte of the current and active

mechani ¢ popul ation is solely a matter of conjecture. Lack
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of this vital denographic information seriously hinders the
FAA's ability to make accurate predictions of future

i ndustry requirenents and to conmuni cate i nportant safety
information to active nmechanics.

In its report, the Blue Ri bbon Panel expressed its
concern about the FAA's avi ation mai nt enance personnel
records. The panel noted that, although the FAA issues
approxi mately 20,000 nechanic certificates annually, the FAA
has no procedures to identify the current nunmber of active
mechani cs or to obtain other necessary denographic
information pertaining to these individuals. 1In view of
this finding, the panel recomended that the FAA conduct
periodic registration of nechanics to obtain vital
i nformati on about FAA-certificated aviation maintenance
personnel and to ensure that these individuals could be
provided with safety and training information whenever
necessary. The Part 65 Wrking Goup nade a simlar
proposal to the ARAC, which concurred with the
recommendat i on.

The FAA has accepted the ARAC and Bl ue Ri bbon Panel
recomendations; therefore, the FAA proposes to establish a
periodic registration requirenment for each hol der of an AMI

or AMI(T) certificate. 1In an effort to obtain a valid
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initial assessnent of the current nunber of active aviation
mai nt enance personnel, the FAA proposes that each AMI and
AMI(T) be required to notify the FAA of his or her current
address within 12 nonths after the effective date of this
rule. The FAA contends that a 12-nonth period is sufficient
to obtain a basic estimate of the current and active AMI and
AMI(T) popul ation and that any deviations fromthe estimte
of the current population, as a result of changes to the AMI
and AMI(T) population during the 12-nonth period, would be
statistically insignificant. A 12-nonth period al so woul d
give all current certificate hol ders adequate notice of this
proposed requirenent and tinme to conply with the
requi renment.

After conpletion of this initial registration period,
AMIs and AMI(T)s would be required to provide simlar
registration information during every subsequent
48- cal endar-nmonth period. The FAA considers that a
48-mont h continuing requirenment is necessary to provide an
up-to-date record of current and active AMIs and AMI(T)s.
The FAA contends that changes to the AMI and AMI(T)
popul ati ons, which occur as a result of the death of
certificate holders or of personnel entering inactive status

and not conplying with current change of address
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requi renents, would becone statistically significant after a
48-month period. To ensure an accurate record of the size
of the AMI and AMI(T) popul ation, a reassessnent woul d be
requi red during each consecutive 48-nonth peri od.

In an effort to elimnate the repetitive subm ssion of
current address information to the FAA, an airman who
notifies the FAA of a change of address, obtains an
additional certificate, rating, or inspection authorization
i ssued under this (or any other) part, or provides the FAA
with current address information as a result of the
application for an airman nedical certificate during this
peri od woul d be considered to have fulfilled the
regi stration requirenent.

The FAA has not proposed a periodic registration
requi renent for holders of aviation repair specialist
certificates because holders of an aviation repair
specialist certificate (except experinental aircraft
bui | ders) cannot exercise the privileges of that certificate
wi t hout being enployed by a certificated entity. Because
t he FAA could obtain any required denographic information
pertaining to the holders of aviation repair specialist
certificates fromthe operator or repair station under which

an aviation repair specialist is exercising privileges, the
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proposal would not require the subm ssion of registration
information fromaviation repair specialists. Therefore,
the FAA contends that requiring the registration of aviation
repair specialists would place an unnecessary burden on

t hese indivi dual s.

The responsibility for conplying with the proposed
regi stration requirement would rest solely on AMI and AMI(T)
certificate holders. To sinplify the proposed registration
requi renment for individual certificate holders, the FAA
woul d only require AMI and AMI(T) certificate holders to
provi de their nanes and current addresses. The subm ssion
of any additional information would not be required, nor
woul d the subm ssion be required to be nade on any specific
form To encourage conpliance with these proposed
requi renents, an AMI or AMI(T) certificate hol der who
does not provide current address information to the FAA
during the registration period would not be permtted to
exercise the privileges of the certificate until that
i ndi vidual had conplied with the proposed registration
requi renent.

The FAA specifically requests conmments on its proposed
regi stration of AMI and AMI(T) certificate holders. Based

on its analysis of cooments received, the FAA nay adjust the
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| engths of the proposed initial and recurring registration
peri ods.

Est abl i shnment of Training as an Additional Means for

Avi ati on Mai ntenance Personnel To Qualify for the Exercise

of Certificate Privileges

Through the use of training, the proposal would provide
hol ders of AMI certificates and AMI(T) certificates with an
additional nmeans to remain qualified to approve for return
to service any aircraft, airframe, aircraft engine,
propel |l er, appliance, conmponent, or part and to supervise
t he mai nt enance, preventive mai ntenance, alteration, and
approval for return to service of these itens.

Under current 8 65.81, a certificated nmechanic may
supervi se nmai nt enance operations or approve and return to
service an aircraft, appliance, or part if the certificate
hol der has: (1) previously perforned the work,

(2) performed the work to the satisfaction of the

Adm nistrator, or (3) perforned the work under the direct
supervision of a certificated nechanic or repairmn who has
had previous experience with that specific task.

The proposal would all ow AMIs and AMI(T)s to use
appropriate training to obtain the conpetency necessary to

supervi se these operations or approve an itemfor return to
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service w thout previously having performed the work that is
anticipated. Through the adoption of appropriate training
to satisfy this experience requirenent, the FAA recogni zes
enhancenments in aviation maintenance training, which can
provide the AMI with techni cal know edge equivalent to

know edge gained in the work environnment. However, in
allowng training to replace actual work experience, the FAA
woul d require an appropriate | evel of specificity between
the training and the actual work to be performed or

supervi sed. Therefore, the proposal would require that the
training used to satisfy this requirenent be appropriate to
t he equi pnment on which the work is to be performed. For
exanpl e, a course of instruction detailing the maintenance
tasks for the same nmake and nodel aircraft on which an AMI
will performwork, or a course of instruction detailing the
mai nt enance tasks for a part or appliance on which the

i ndi vidual wll performwork, would satisfy the provisions
of the proposed rule and permt the exercise of certificate
privil eges under proposed § 66.63 or 8 66.109. Such courses
may be provided by any manufacturer, individual, or

organi zati on whose trai ning has been found acceptable to the

Adm ni strator.
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Training of a nore general nature, which nmay be used to
satisfy recent experience requirenments as proposed in
88 66.65 and 66.111, may not be sufficiently specific to
allow an AMI or AMI(T) to performwork on a specific
aircraft, airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance,
conponent, or part. For exanple, a course in the FAR that
is applicable to mai ntenance procedures woul d not satisfy
t he provisions of proposed 8§ 66.63 or 8§ 66.109 but could be
used to satisfy the provisions of proposed § 66.65 or
8§ 66.111, respectively.

The FAA al so proposes to clarify the intent of
current 8 65.81 by proposing | anguage in part 66 that would
all ow AMI' and AMI(T) certificate holders who desire to
exerci se supervisory, return-to-service, or approva
responsibilities, to denonstrate, to the satisfaction of the
Adm nistrator, the ability to performthe work. The current
regul ation requires actual performance of the work.

An additional change to the current rule woul d enhance
the ability of noncurrent AMIs and AMI(T)s to neet the
recent experience requirenents to exercise the privileges of
their certificates and ratings. The proposed rule would
allow these individuals to credit the time they work under

the supervision of a certificated AMI or AMI(T) toward
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recent experience requirenents. The FAA considers that work
performed by a certificated but noncurrent AMI or AMI(T)
under such circunstances woul d provide the individual with a
| evel of experience equivalent to actual perfornmance of

t he work.

Use of Instructional Tinme by Aviation Mintenance
Instructors To Satisfy Recent Experience Requirenents

The purpose of recent experience requirenents is to
ensure that all aviation maintenance personnel are famliar
wi th current maintenance practices and the applicable FAR
The avi ation mai ntenance instructor nmust keep abreast of
current mai ntenance practices in a wde variety of
di sciplines to provide high-quality instruction. Aviation
mai nt enance instructors performa critical function in the
avi ati on mai nt enance educati on process, and the FAA believes
that the changes set forth in the proposed rule would
recogni ze this inportance.

Under current 8 65.83, there are no provisions for
al l ow ng individuals involved in aviation maintenance
instruction to use that experience for maintaining the
recent experience required to exercise the privileges of
their certificate and ratings. The FAA recogni zes that the

experience gai ned while providing aviation maintenance
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instruction or directly supervising other aviation

mai nt enance instructors is comensurate with the experience
obtained while directly perform ng aviation mai ntenance.
The FAA already recognizes instructional experience for

hol ders of an inspection authorization in current

8 65.91(c)(2). Wthin that section, the phrase "actively
engaged" includes instructors who are exercising the
privileges of their certificate and ratings at an aviation
mai nt enance technician school certificated under part 147
Therefore, the FAA proposes to allow the use of
instructional tine to satisfy recent experience requirenents
for holders of the AMI and AMI(T) certificates.

Under the proposed rule, the holder of an AMI or AMI(T)
certificate with an aircraft rating could neet recent
experience requirements by serving as an aviation
mai nt enance instructor or by directly supervising other
avi ati on mai ntenance instructors. The instruction concerned
woul d have to be directly related to avi ati on mai nt enance
and acceptable to the Adm nistrator so that the tine an
i ndi vi dual spends providing instruction or directly
supervising other instructors is equivalent to the
experience gained while perform ng aviation mai ntenance

tasks. For exanple, instructional tinme provided for a
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part 147 avi ati on mai ntenance technician school, an approved
air carrier maintenance training program an approved
training provider, or a manufacturer's training program
woul d be acceptable and would neet the intent of the
proposed rul e.

AMI(T) Recent Experience Requirenents

Because the AMI(T) certificate would upgrade the |eve
of mai ntenance proficiency of those individuals performng
mai nt enance on aircraft certificated under part 25 or
part 29, or on any airfrane, aircraft engine, propeller,
appl i ance, or conponent part thereof, the FAA would require
that all work experience necessary to neet recent experience
requirenents for retention of the privileges of this
certificate be maintained through work perforned or
supervi sed, or through instruction given or supervised, on
aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 29, or on any
airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, conponent,
or part thereof. The holder of an AMI(T) certificate who
does not neet recent experience requirenments on aircraft
certificated under part 25 or part 29 could exercise the
more limted privileges of the AMI certificate if the hol der
conplies with the AMI certificate's correspondi ng recent

experience requirenents.



Approval of AMI(T) Training Providers

To ensure that applicants for the proposed AMI(T)
certificate possess the necessary know edge and skill to
approve aircraft certificated under part 25 and part 29 for
return to service, the FAA has proposed that applicants for
this certificate be required to conplete an AMI(T) training
program For this program the proposal would set forth a
curriculumthat would be specifically geared to the needs of
i ndi vidual s perform ng mai ntenance on transport-category
aircraft. Although the proposed curricul um woul d be
conprehensive in nature, it also would be flexible enough to
be nodified easily to respond to changes in aviation
mai nt enance practices and techni ques.

To determ ne the subject areas in the proposed AMI(T)
training curriculumand the anmount of training to be
provided in each subject area, the Part 65 Wrking G oup
conducted a survey of 13 air carriers. The survey requested
that its participants specify the depth and breadth of
skills that aviation maintenance personnel nust possess to
performwork on transport category aircraft and approve
these aircraft for return to service. The results of this
survey were reviewed by aviation mai ntenance educators

within the Part 65 Wrking Goup and consolidated into the
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AMI(T) training curriculum proposed in this notice. The
proposed AMI(T) training curriculumwould require that 573
hours of training be offered in the six broad subject areas
of advanced el ectronics, conposites, structural repair,
power pl ants and systens, safety and environnental concerns,
and publications. The specific anmount of training required
in each individual subject area 1is specified in appendix A
to proposed part 66.

The basic requirenents for approval of training
providers adm nistering this AMI(T) training programare
simlar to those specified for the approval of other
training course requirenments specified in this subchapter.
Inits admnistrative requirenents, the program established
by this proposal would correspond to other training courses
referenced in this subchapter; however, it wll differ nost
significantly fromother training courses in that, under the
proposal, the FAA may approve the provider of the training
program and not specifically approve the training
curriculum as is currently the case with training prograns
devel oped to satisfy the requirenents of part 147. By
approving the training provider, as opposed to the training
programitsel f, the FAA contends that the training provider

woul d have the necessary flexibility to nodify the
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curriculumof the training programrapidly to respond to
advances in aviation mai ntenance technol ogy, while
continuing to ensure that acceptable standards of training
are met.

To ensure that these progranms neet current industry
standards, the FAA would require that an outline of the
trai ning program be provided for review. |In recognition of
the diversity of current information retrieval systens, this
outline could be submtted in paper or electronic format, or
in any other format acceptable to the Adm nistrator. The
outline would contain information specifying those subject
areas to be taught and the nunber of hours of instruction
required. Additional subject areas al so could be included.

Facilities, equipnment, and material requirenments would
be simlar to those found in other course requirenents
specified in this subchapter; however, the training provider
woul d ensure that all instructors in a training program neet
the requisite standards of technical conpetency.

Revi sions to the training programoutline would be
submtted in a manner identical to that required for initial
approval of the training provider. Based on the inproved
ef fectiveness of training nethods, the FAA may permt

training programrevisions that would offer fewer than the
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speci fied nunber of hours of instruction in the conplete
training programor in a designated subject area. The
training provider would be required to provide justification
for such a reduction. A reduction would be permtted only
if the quality of training provided did not decrease.
Sufficient indicators of student participation and progress
in the programwould be required to be reported; however, if
an approved training provider already provided this
information to the FAA as a result of reporting requirenents
specified in another part, a duplicate subm ssion of this
i nformati on woul d not be required.

The FAA notes that an aviation mai ntenance technician
school certificated under part 147 also could offer a
conbi ned AMI and AMI(T) training program In such a
ci rcunstance, the school would be required to obtain
approval as an AMI(T) training provider under proposed
part 66. Instruction used to satisfy AMI course curricul um
requi renents al so could be used to satisfy AMI(T) training
programrequirenments resulting in a conbi ned AMI and AMI(T)
training curriculumw th significantly fewer hours of
training than required to obtain the AMI and AMI(T)
certificates separately. |Instruction used to satisfy both

AMI course curriculumrequirenments and AMI(T) training
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program requirenents woul d be specified in the training
curricul um approved under part 147 for use by the aviation
mai nt enance technician school. The approved training
curriculum al so would be required to neet the provisions of
proposed appendi x A to part 66.

The proposal also would require approved training
providers to provide each student who successfully conpletes
the training programwth a statenent of graduation. Those
students who conplete only a portion of a training program
coul d, upon request, receive a record of the training
conpl et ed.

Al t hough the proposal would permt training providers
to contract for services to assist in the provision of the
required training, records of any such contracts woul d have
to be forwarded to the FAA. The proposal also would
reiterate that the training provider, not the party
provi ding contract services, would ultimately be responsible
for the conduct of the training program

The proposal would permt a training provider, other
than a certificate hol der operating under part 121 or
part 135, an avi ation mai ntenance technician school
certificated under part 147, or a repair station that

perfornms work under 8§ 145.2(a), to retain approval for a
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period of 24 nonths. Because the training prograns of these
certificate holders are routinely surveilled, a training
provider that also is a certificate hol der under any of
these parts would retain approval for the duration of that
certificate. However, approval may be canceled at any tine
by the FAA or, voluntarily, by the training provider, or as
a result of change of ownership. Like other training
courses specified in this subchapter, the proposal would
require that applications for a training provider's renewal
of approval be submtted 60 days before the expiration of
the current approval.

Perfornmance of Repairs and Alterations by AMIs and AMI(T)s
on Horizontal-Card Liquid-Filled Conpasses

The current rule prohibits the repair or alteration of
i nstrunments by mechanics. However, the aviation maintenance
i ndustry has recogni zed that aviation instrunents vary
significantly in conplexity. A commenter to the short-term
FAA regulatory reviewinitiated in response to a
recommendation fromthe Cinton Admnistration's "lnitiative
To Pronote a Strong Conpetitive Aviation Industry" noted
that the fairly sinple task of replenishing nagnetic conpass
fluid and changi ng the expansi on di aphragmin a conpass

coul d be acconplished by a nmechanic with no adverse effect
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on safety. The commenter stated that these instrunents nust
often be sent to instrunent repair shops for maintenance
t hat nechanics can readily acconplish. This action
frequently results in increased and unnecessary costs to the
user and, for certain operators, an unwarranted | oss of use
of the aircraft.

The ARAC and the FAA concur with this assessnent and
contend that an AMI or an AMI(T) can readily perform
mai nt enance on horizontal-card liquid-filled conpasses.
Therefore, the FAA proposes that an AMI or an AMI(T) be
permtted to performall maintenance actions on
hori zontal -card liquid-filled conpasses and that the
limtations of the current rule prohibiting the performance
of repairs and alterations to these instrunents be renoved.

Est abl i shnment of an Avi ati on M ntenance Instructor Rating

Under the provisions of the current rule, persons
provi di ng avi ati on mai ntenance instruction are not required
to denonstrate any degree of teaching proficiency. Flight
instructors certificated under part 61 are currently
required to pass a know edge test on the subjects in which
instruction is required by 8 61.185(a). These subjects
include: the learning process, elenents of effective

teachi ng, student evaluation and testing, course
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devel opnment, |esson pl anning, and classroom training
techniques. Gound instructors certificated under subpart
of part 61 also are required to show a practical and

t heoretical know edge of the subjects for which a rating is
sought by passing a simlar know edge test.

Because it is necessary that the subject materi al
taught by individuals providing aviation maintenance
instruction be conpletely understood and adequately applied
by students to the mai ntenance problens that they wll
eventual |y encounter in the aviation maintenance industry,

t he FAA, based on the ARAC s recomrendati on, proposes to
create an avi ation maintenance instructor rating that may be
obtai ned by the holder of the AMI certificate or the AMI(T)
certificate. The FAA contends that creation of this rating
woul d serve to enhance the quality of aviation maintenance
instruction that is provided in aviation maintenance
prograns. This enhancenent woul d be acconplished by
ensuring that aviation maintenance instructors possess not
only technical proficiency in the subject material taught
but also the requisite teaching conpetence to ensure that
their students understand the material. Adoption of this
proposal al so would quantify and recogni ze the speci al

skills required of an aviation mai ntenance educator, and
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woul d i nprove the images of aviation maintenance educators
and avi ati on mai nt enance educati on.

The Bl ue Ri bbon Panel al so recogni zed these
deficiencies. Inits report, the panel noted that the
i nstructional standards and the quality of aviation
mai nt enance instruction often are questioned. It also noted
that there was no certification, beyond that of a current
mechani c certificate, needed to teach in an aviation
mai nt enance technician school certificated under part 147
Therefore, the Blue R bbon Panel recomrended t hat
qualification, certification, and recurrent training
requi renents be established for instructors who teach in
part 147 school s.

Under the proposal, an applicant for an aviation
mai nt enance instructor rating would be required to: hold a
current and valid AMI certificate or a current and valid
AMI(T) certificate for at |east 3 years before application;
present evidence that he or she has been actively engaged in
t he mai ntenance of aircraft for at |east the 2-year period
before application; and pass a know edge test on
instructional proficiency. The proposal recognizes the
w despread use of conputer-based testing in the

adm ni strati on of FAA exam nations and, therefore, would
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require that a "know edge test” rather than a "witten test”
be passed.

The FAA contends that the possession of an
AMI certificate or an AMI(T) certificate is necessary to
ensure the basic technical proficiency of the aviation
mai nt enance instructor. The specific tinme period proposed
for the possession of either certificate and the anount of
time that the individual would be required to have been
actively engaged in the mai ntenance of aircraft also are
identical to the eligibility requirenents for the issuance
of an inspection authorization. The FAA contends that this
m ni mum anmount of actual work experience is required to give
the avi ation mai ntenance instructor the requisite practical
experience necessary to explain the application of aviation
mai nt enance concepts satisfactorily.

The proposed areas of educational theory and
instructional techniques in which the prospective aviation
mai nt enance instructor would be required to pass a know edge
test are the sanme areas that are currently tested on the
fundamental s of instruction know edge test for the flight
instructor and ground instructor certificates. In
recognition of other training that a prospective aviation

mai nt enance instructor could receive, which would provide
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proficiency in educational theory and instructional

techni ques, an applicant would not be required to take this
test if the applicant possesses a recognized degree in
education or holds a current and valid State teaching
certificate issued in the United States.

Under the proposal, any person providing or supervising
avi ati on mai ntenance instruction wthin 12 nonths after the
effective date of the rule at an aviation mai ntenance
techni ci an school certificated under part 147 would not be
required to pass a know edge test on those subjects
specified in proposed 8§ 66.69 to obtain the aviation
mai nt enance instructor rating. To retain the ability to
exercise the privileges of the proposed rating and maintain
a high degree of instructional proficiency, the holder would
be required to provide 300 hours of aviation maintenance
instruction or serve as the supervisor of aviation
mai nt enance instructors for a period of 300 hours wthin the
precedi ng 24 nonths. For aviation nmaintenance instructors
hol ding an AMI(T) certificate, this instruction would not
need to be provided in transport-category aircraft or their
associ at ed systens. Recent experience requirenents al so
could be maintained if the individual conpleted a refresher

course acceptable to the Adm nistrator and appropriate to
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the duties of an aviation maintenance instructor or if the
Adm ni strator determ ned that the aviation maintenance
instructor continues to neet the standards prescribed for
t he i ssuance of the rating.

Current rules pertaining to the training of individuals
at avi ation mai ntenance technician schools certificated
under part 147 require 1 instructor for each 25 students in
a shop class. Because the current rule already recognizes
the inportance of qualified instructors in these cl asses,

t he FAA proposes that the best qualified providers of

avi ati on mai ntenance education be available in these

cl asses. Proposed 88 147.23 and 147. 36 woul d, therefore,
require that these instructors al so possess an avi ation

mai nt enance instructor rating. To enable instructors at

t hese schools to acquire this rating, this requirenent would
not becone effective until 12 nonths after the effective
date of the rule.

The FAA al so notes that certain subjects taught at
avi ation mai nt enance technician schools do not require the
techni cal know edge required of instructors who possess the
AMI certificate or AMI(T) certificate. Therefore, the
proposal would not require instructors who teach basic

subj ects (such as mat hematics, physics, basic electricity,
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basi ¢ hydraulics, drawing, or simlar subjects) at AMI
schools that are certificated under part 147, to obtain an
AMI or AMI(T) certificate and avi ati on mai nt enance

i nstructor rating.

Est abl i shnent of Basi c Conpetency Requirenents for
AMI Certificate Hol ders

Currently, 8 65.79, which sets forth the skil
requirenents for a nmechanic certificate, requires an
applicant for a nechanic certificate to pass an oral and
practical test covering the applicant's basic skills in
perform ng practical projects covered by the witten test.
Because of the conplexity of current aviation maintenance
operations, the FAA proposes to establish a broad-based
conpetency requirenent for AMI certificate applicants under
proposed 8§ 66.59, which would enconpass nore than the skill
requi renents included in the current regulation.

Current interpretations of the existing regulation tend
to enphasi ze the evaluation of basic skills that solely
i nvol ve tasks requiring manual dexterity. Although nmastery
of these basic skills is invaluable, the FAA asserts that a
nmor e conprehensive | evel of conpetency, based on current
avi ati on mai ntenance practices, is required of AMIs. The

proposed rul e woul d expand the eval uati on of AMI applicants
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to include a denonstration of conpetency in technical tasks
and aircraft mai ntenance nore appropriate to the current

avi ation environnment and the certificate and rating sought.
Therefore, all training provided to an applicant for any
certificate, rating, or inspection authorization issued
under the proposed part should be conducted to a
proficiency-based standard evi denced by denonstrated
conpetency to performrequired tasks.

Specification of Practical Experience Requirenents in Hours

The FAA proposes that the practical experience
requi renments for a nechani c seeking airframe and powerpl ant
ratings, currently expressed in 8 65.77 as 30 nonths, be
expressed as the equival ent nunber of hours (5,000 hours) in
proposed 8 66.57, for an applicant seeking the AMI
certificate with an aircraft rating. The FAA al so proposes
that the practical experience requirenents for a repairmn
seeking a certificate, currently expressed as 18 nonths in
8 65.101, be expressed as its hour equivalent of 3,000 hours
in proposed 8 66.203, for Aviation Repair Specialist-II
(ARS-11) certificate applicants.

A change to the hourly experience requirenments woul d
give the FAA and the aviation mai ntenance industry a sinpler

met hod to nmeasure and verify the amount of practical work
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experience that the individual applicant possesses. The
proposed revision also woul d enabl e avi ati on mai nt enance
personnel working in part-time positions to quantify their
wor k experience nore easily. FAA Oder 8300. 10,
"Ai rworthiness I nspector's Handbook," currently permts the
practice of measuring part-tinme experience requirenments in
hours. The proposed rule would expand this current practice
by measuring part-tinme and full-tinme experience in hours.
The FAA, in the previous NPRM proposed that al
experience requirenents, as stated in current 8 65.77; al
recent experience requirenents, as stated in current
8 65.83; and all eligibility requirenents, as stated in
current 8 65.101, be expressed in hours instead of nonths.
In response to conmments received detailing the difficulties
that such a proposal would inpose on the ability of
part-tinme aviation maintenance personnel to neet proposed
recent experience requirenents for the exercise of
certificate privileges, the FAA proposes only that the
practical experience necessary for the AMI certificate with
the aircraft rating and the eligibility requirements for the
ARS-11 certificate be expressed in hours. Proposed recent
experience requirenents for the exercise of certificate

privil eges, however, would be expressed in nonths.
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As the proposed rule would elimnate the issuance of
i ndi vi dual airframe and powerplant ratings, the provisions
currently stated in 8 65.77(a), which require 18 nonths of
practical experience, appropriate to the rating sought, with
the procedures, practices, tools, machine tools, and
equi pnent generally used in constructing, maintaining, or
altering airframes or powerplants, would be elimnated under
t he proposal.

Est abl i shnment of a Requirenent for Aviation Miintenance
Techni ci ans To Pass a Knowl edge Test on All Applicable FAR

Current regulations require an applicant for a nechanic
certificate to pass a witten test that includes the
appl i cabl e provisions of part 43 and part 91. Because
contenporary mai ntenance operations require the applicant to
understand certification and mai ntenance regul ati ons ot her
than those found solely in part 43 and part 91, the FAA
proposes that the know edge requirenments for the AMI
certificate with an aircraft rating require an applicant to
pass a know edge test on the applicable provisions of the
entire chapter. The proposal recognizes the use of
conput er-based testing by replacing the term"witten test”

with "know edge test".
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Clarification of Requirenment To Pass All Know edge Tests
Before Applying for the Oal and Practical Tests

There has been sone confusi on anong applicants for the
current nechanic certificate who are not enrolled at
avi ati on mai nt enance technician schools approved under
part 147 with regard to the | anguage of current § 65.75(b).
The current section requires an individual to pass each
section of the witten test before applying for the oral and
practical tests prescribed by 8 65.79. The FAA believes
that it is essential that the applicant display know edge of
t he equi prment and procedures to be used by the applicant
before the oral and practical tests are given. The
appl i cant nust possess adequate know edge before being
permtted to take the oral and practical tests because it is
this know edge that enables an applicant to solve practical
probl ens and denonstrate the ability to performthe work of
a certificated AMI. In addition, when taking an oral or
practical test, an applicant for a certificate nust handl e
conpl ex equi pnent; a |lack of know edge about the use of that
equi pnent could injure the applicant or others. Therefore,
the FAA has clarified the current requirenent by proposing
| anguage that would require all applicants for the AMI

certificate, except students enrolled at an aviation
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mai nt enance techni ci an school approved under part 147, to
pass all know edge tests before applying for the oral and
practical tests.

Denonstrati on of English-Language Proficiency

The proposal would require all applicants for an
AMI certificate, AMI(T) certificate, or aviation repair
specialist certificate to read, wite, speak, and understand
the English | anguage.

The current rule requires only those applicants
desiring to exercise the privileges of current certificates
within the United States to conply with English-|anguage
proficiency requirenents. It does not specify an
appropriate neans for the applicant to denonstrate this
proficiency nor does it provide a nechanismfor the
Adm nistrator to issue a certificate to an individual who
may not neet these English-Ianguage proficiency requirenents
sol el y because of a nedical condition.

The proposal would require the applicant to denonstrate
Engl i sh-1 anguage proficiency by reading and expl ai ni ng
appropriate mai nt enance publications and by witing defect
and repair statenents. This proposal recognizes the highly
techni cal nature of aviation nmaintenance in today's aviation

industry. Proficiency with the general term nology of the
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English I anguage is not sufficient to ensure the conpetency
of an FAA-certificated AMI or aviation repair specialist.
The individual nust be able to understand and master the
conpl ex and often very specialized | anguage of airworthiness
instructions and other term nol ogy associated with the

mai nt enance of highly sophisticated aviation equi pnent.

In addition, the current airfranme, powerplant, and
general witten tests for nmechanics are admnistered in the
English | anguage. Applicants taking these tests nust be
proficient in the English | anguage to conpl ete these
exam nations successfully. Although currently certificated
repairnmen are not required to take witten tests, these
i ndividuals also work in environnments that require nore than
mere proficiency in the English | anguage. Because the FAA
does not certify repai rmen working under U.S.-certificated
foreign repair stations and because of the need for al
certificated repairnen to understand technical materi al
witten in English, the FAA proposes that all aviation
repair specialists denonstrate proficiency in the
Engl i sh | anguage.

I n operations conducted at certificated U.S. air
carriers, certificated U S. comercial operators, and

U S -certificated repair stations, the vast mgjority of
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technical information is conveyed in the English | anguage.
The FAA has determ ned that the proposed rule would
guarantee a |l evel of conpetency that would ensure that an
applicant for either certificate is able to use all rel evant
mai nt enance publications effectively.

The proposal also would revise the current rule to
permt the Adm nistrator to issue certificates to applicants
who are deaf, hard of hearing, speech inpaired, or possess
other simlar nedical conditions, yet have a denonstrated
proficiency in the English | anguage. Under the proposal, an
applicant could be issued a certificate with specific
[imtations necessary for the safe nmai ntenance, preventive
mai nt enance, or alteration of aircraft if the applicant has
a command of the English | anguage, yet is unable to neet the
proposed requi renents solely because of a nedical condition.

The FAA al so proposes that exceptions found in current
88 65.71 and 65.101, which permt the certification of
mechani cs and repairmen who are enpl oyed outside the
United States but who are not proficient in the English
| anguage, be deleted fromthe proposed rule. The FAA
proposes the inclusion of provisions in the proposed rule
that would permt the Adm nistrator to waive conpliance with

t he proposed Engli sh-1anguage proficiency requirenent, in
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certain limted circunstances. The waiver provisions are
di scussed in nore detail bel ow.

Current holders of a nmechanic certificate or repairmn
certificate who do not neet the English-Ianguage requirenent
but who are enpl oyed outside the United States by a
certificated U.S. air carrier or a certificated U. S. repair
station would continue to exercise the privileges of their
certificates wthout a further showi ng of conpetency. Their
certificates would remain endorsed, "Valid only outside the
United States."

Wai ver of Specific Certificate Requirenents

The FAA recognizes that in certain distinct and speci al
ci rcunst ances, deviations fromconpliance with the
requi renents of the FAR may be in the public interest. To
afford the FAA wth a neans to respond rapidly to requests
for deviations when such requests are in the public
interest, the FAA proposes that certain provisions of the
certification rules, contained in proposed part 66, be
subject to waiver. The FAA has specifically identified
two sets of circunstances where a wai ver of the proposed
certification requirenents may be in the public interest.
Therefore, the FAA proposes to include provisions in the

proposed rule that would permit the issuance of certificates
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and ratings in deviation fromthe requirenents of proposed
88 66.51(b), 66.57, 66.201(b), and 66.203(b).

Al t hough the FAA has proposed that all applicants for
certificates issued under proposed part 66 be able to read,
write, speak, and understand English, the FAA recogni zes
that in certain circunstances the issuance of an AM,
AMI(T), or aviation repair specialist certificate to an
i ndi vi dual who does not neet this requirenment nay be
necessary to ensure the continued airworthi ness of
U S -registered aircraft operating outside the
United States. Only in such limted instances where no
FAA-certificated AMI, AMI(T), or aviation repair specialist
who can read, wite, speak, and understand English is
available to maintain a U S.-registered aircraft overseas,
w Il the FAA consider the issuance of a certificate. Any
certificate issued in accordance with the proposed wai ver
provi sions woul d contain an endorsenent specifying that the
certificate is valid only outside the United States and t hat
the certificate holder nay exercise the privileges of the
certificate only while enployed by a specific operator or
certificate holder. Such restrictive endorsenents would
precl ude any expansive use of the certificate's privileges

to performwork outside the United States.
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The FAA al so recogni zes that applicants for an AMI
certificate may conplete a significant portion of the
required training at an avi ati on mai ntenance technici an
school certificated under part 147 but may be unable to
conplete the remaining portion of the required training.
This situation frequently occurs as a result of the closing
of an FAA-certificated aviation maintenance technician
school or the relocation of a student to a portion of the
country where an avi ati on mai ntenance technician school
certificated under part 147 is not readily available. In
such circunstances, the proposal would permt the FAAto
i ssue an AMT certificate in deviation fromthe AMI training
requi renents specified in part 147 and, therefore, recognize
an equi val ent conbination of formal training and work
experience. The Adm nistrator woul d, however, require the
applicant to denonstrate specifically that he or she has
recei ved an amount of experience equivalent to that required
of an applicant for the proposed certificate who has
conpleted the training specified in part 147 for the
i ssuance of the AMI certificate.

| ssuance of any certificate under these provisions
woul d be based on denonstrated need and a finding that the

applicant is able to safely exercise the privil eges of the

87



certificate and rating. An applicant also would be required
to provide evidence sufficient to indicate that work
experience used to satisfy part 147 training requirenents

t hat have not been conpleted is of equival ent scope and
detail to ensure proficiency in those tasks specified in the
training curricul um

Recogni ti on of New Testing Mt hods

In the area of testing adm nistration, the FAA
recogni zes recent devel opnents in training and testing
technol ogy and, therefore, has proposed to replace the term
"witten test” with "know edge test”. Because the results
of sonme tests, such as those fromrecently approved
conput er - based testing, can be nade imedi ately available to
the applicant, the FAA proposes that a report of the
know edge test results be made avail abl e, as opposed to
being sent, to an applicant who has taken an exam nation
usi ng conput er - based testing.

Repl acement of Lost or Destroyed Certificates by Facsimle
or Tel egram

The proposal would revise current procedures by
permtting an airman who has |ost a certificate issued under
proposed part 66 to request a facsimle of the certificate

fromthe FAA as confirmation of the certificate's origina
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i ssuance. The proposal also would allow any request to the
FAA to be made by facsimle and would permt the FAA to send
directly to the airman a facsimle that the airman may carry
as proof of the original certificate' s issuance, for a
period not to exceed 90 days. Adoption of the proposed
changes woul d make the rule consistent with current
practices inplenmented by the Airman Certification Branch
(AVN460) at the Aviation Standards National Field Ofice in
&l ahoma City, Oklahoma. Current regulations specify the
use of telegranms only and limt their validity to a
60- day peri od.

The proposed use of facsimles, in addition to
tel egrans, reflects advancenents in conmuni cations
t echnol ogy and woul d speed access to FAA services by
permtting the use of other nmeans, such as tel ephone
facsimle or conputer nodem to obtain a replacenent
certificate. The use of these neans woul d speed the
repl acenent of a lost certificate to an airman, thereby
decreasing the tine during which an airman nay not exercise
the privileges of a certificate or rating. Increasing the
period of validity of telegrans and facsimles used as proof
of certification also would decrease the possibility of a

certificate holder having to nmake any additional request for
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a replacenment certificate. Simlar provisions are under
consideration for adoption in other parts of the FAR

Ext ensi on of the Duration of an |Inspection Authorization

Under the proposed rule, the duration of an inspection
aut hori zation woul d be extended, fromthe current
12-nmonth period ending in March of each year, to a 24-nonth
period ending on the last day of the 24th nonth after the
date of issuance of the inspection authorization. Extending
the duration of the inspection authorization would nmake the
aut hori zation consistent with FAA practices regarding the
i ssuance of other renewable certificates, such as the flight
instructor certificate. A 24-nonth renewal cycle would
relieve the public of a significant regul atory burden and
FAA Flight Standards District Ofices of a considerable
adm ni strative burden, w thout conprom sing safety.
Modi fying the existing training and recent experience
requirenents to coincide with the adoption of a
24-nmonth renewal cycle would give hol ders greater
flexibility in neeting regul atory requirenents.

Granting of Inspection Authorization Privileges Based on the
Type of Technician Certificate Held by an Applicant

In view of the creation of the proposed AMI and AMI(T)

certificates, the FAA proposes to delineate the privileges
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and limtations of the inspection authorization in a manner
simlar to that provided for by the AMI and AMI(T)
certificates. Under the current rule, the FAR sections
pertaining to the issuance of an inspection authorization
are found in subpart B of part 65, which pertains solely to
currently certificated nechanics. Wth the creation of the
new certificates, the holder of an AMI certificate or the
hol der of an AMI(T) certificate can apply for an inspection
aut hori zation. The FAA, therefore, proposes to create a new
subpart, solely applicable to the issuance of inspection

aut hori zations to holders of either AMI or AMI(T)
certificates. The FAA contends that the retention of the
current regulatory structure for inspection authorization
privileges and limtations, which is based on the possession
of a single certificate, would be inconsistent with a
certification structure that provides for two different
types of certificates with different privileges and
[imtations.

An inspection authorization holder's privil eges woul d
be dependent on the privileges of the type of certificate
hel d by the individual possessing the inspection
aut hori zation. Under the proposal, the privileges of an

i ndi vi dual possessing an inspection authorization and
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hol ding a current and valid AMI(T) certificate with an
aircraft rating would not be any different fromthe
privileges of the holder of an inspection authorization
possessing a current and valid nechanic certificate with
airframe and powerplant ratings as specified in current
8 65.95.

An i ndividual possessing an inspection authorization
with an AMI certificate that has an aircraft rating,
however, would not be permtted to approve aircraft
certificated under part 25 or part 29 for return to service
after the conpletion of a major repair or alteration. This
i ndi vi dual al so would not be permtted to perform an annual
i nspection nor to performor supervise an annual inspection
on any aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 29.

The general eligibility requirenments for an individual
hol ding an AMI or AMI(T) certificate to obtain an inspection
aut hori zation would be the sane as those specified under the
current rule, with the exception that an individual seeking
t he nore conprehensive privileges conferred on the hol der of
an inspection authorization with an AMI(T) certificate would
be required to satisfy all eligibility requirenments through
the performance of work on aircraft certificated under

part 25 or part 29, or on the airfranmes, aircraft engines,
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propel l ers, appliances, conmponents, or parts of these
aircraft. An individual intending to obtain these

i nspection authorization privileges would be required to
have been actively engaged in this type of work for 2 years
before application for the authorization and possess a
current and valid AMI(T) certificate for at |east 3 years
before application. Current eligibility requirements and
proposed eligibility requirenments for the issuance of an

i nspection authorization to the holder of a nechanic
certificate only require that the applicant have been
actively engaged in the mai ntenance of any type of aircraft
for 2 years before the date of application and hold a
current and valid nechanic certificate for a period of at

| east 3 years. Essentially, the proposal would require that
an individual intending to exercise the approval for
return-to-service privileges of an inspection authorization
wWith respect to aircraft certificated under part 25 or

part 29 obtain the requisite experience for the inspection
aut hori zation through the maintenance of aircraft
certificated under these parts. An AMI(T) with an

i nspection authorization who does not neet this requirenent
but neets the requirenents for the holder of a AMI

certificate with an inspection authorization wuld be
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permtted to exercise the privileges of the hol der of an AMI
certificate with an inspection authorization.

Renewal requirenents would not change under the
proposed rule, with the exception that an individual
possessing an AMI(T) certificate who intends to obtain an
i nspection authorization and exercise the conpl ete range of
privil eges avail abl e under the authorization nust perform
the requisite inspections on aircraft certificated under
part 25 or part 29.

Because the inspection authorization has becone the
subj ect of a separate subpart, references to the inspection
aut hori zation in Subpart A —General have now been incl uded
in the proposed rule. Inclusion of references to the
i nspection authorization in this subpart would not affect
any current privileges or limtations of an inspection
aut hori zati on.

Requiring Applicants for the Inspection Authorization

To Conpl ete an I nspection Authorization Refresher Course
Before Their Initial Application

The proposal would establish a requirenent that al
applicants for an inspection authorization successfully
conpl ete an inspection authorization refresher course during

the 12 nonths before application for an inspection
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aut hori zation. The current rule does not inpose this
requirenent. Current renewal options available to the
hol der of an inspection authorization permt the holder to
renew the inspection authorization indefinitely w thout
havi ng attended an inspection authorization refresher
course. Therefore, the holder of a current inspection
aut hori zati on may have never attended an inspection
aut hori zation refresher course.

FAA surveys indicate that standardi zation of inspection
procedures and the proper conpletion and subm ssion of
requi red docunentation are consistent problens anong hol ders
of inspection authorizations. Successful conpletion of an
i nspection authorization refresher course before initial
application would ensure that all future hol ders of an
i nspection authorization were instructed in the uniform
interpretation of regulatory and advisory material before
exercising the privileges of the inspection authorization.

Expansi on of Inspection Authorization Renewal Options

The proposal would permt the holder of an inspection
aut hori zation to use a conbi nation of annual inspections,
i nspections of major repairs or major alterations, and
conpl ete progressive inspections to satisfy the renewal

requirenents for the inspection authorization. Such a
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provi sion would give the hol der of an inspection
aut hori zation nuch greater flexibility in nmeeting renewal
requirenents. To facilitate the conbination of these
i nspections with other inspection periods currently
designated in nonths for the purpose of certificate renewal,
t he proposal would change the currently specified 90-day
periods for inspections to 3-nonth peri ods.

Notice No. 94-27 proposed that the holder of an
i nspection authorization be permtted to use participation
in current inspection prograns, which are recommended by the
manuf acturer, or other inspection prograns established by
the regi stered owner or operator under 8§ 91.409(f)(3)
or (4), to satisfy renewal requirenents. This proposal is
not being included in this NPRM Al though the experience
gai ned through participation in such inspection prograns may
be comensurate with the experience currently accepted to
obtain the inspection authorization renewal, an inspection
aut horization is not required to participate in these
i nspection prograns. The FAA deens it inappropriate to
permt the holder of an inspection authorization to use
participation in an inspection programthat does not require

an inspection authorization as a neans (and possibly the
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sol e neans) of satisfying inspection authorization renewal
requirenents.

Under the current regul ation, the holder of an
i nspection authorization may renew the inspection
aut hori zation by attending and successfully conpleting a
refresher course, acceptable to the Adm nistrator, of not
| ess than 8 hours during the 12-nonth period preceding the
application for renewal. The previously published NPRM
woul d permt the holder to renew an inspection authorization
by attendi ng and successfully conpleting a refresher course,
or series of courses, acceptable to the Adm nistrator, of
not | ess than 16 hours during the proposed 24-nonth period
precedi ng the application for renewal. The FAA considered
nodi fyi ng the previously published NPRMto permt the hol der
to renew the inspection authorization by successfully
conpl eting an 8-hour course of instruction during the
expanded 24-nonth renewal period. Comments made on this
proposal by the ARAC on air carrier/general aviation
mai nt enance i1 ssues, however, indicated that acceptance of
this change woul d effectively halve the anount of recurrent
training that the holder of an inspection authorization
woul d recei ve when renew ng the inspection authorization

through the use of this option. After reviewing the ARAC s
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concerns, the FAA has determ ned that conpletion of a

16- hour inspection authorization refresher course, or series
of courses, acceptable to the Adm nistrator, during the
expanded renewal period is necessary to provide a |level of
recurrent training equivalent to that currently required of

i ndi vi dual s seeking to renew an inspection authorization

t hrough the use of this training option. Therefore, this
NPRM r et ai ns the | anguage of the earlier proposal.

Redesi gnati on of the Term "Repai r man"

In view of the specialized nature of aviation
mai nt enance tasks performed by currently certificated
repairnmen, the FAA proposes that the term"aviation repair
specialist" replace the term"repairman". The FAA contends
that the term"aviation repair specialist”" nore accurately
reflects the | evel of expertise required to maintain today's
hi ghly conplex aviation systens. |In addition, the use of
the term"aviation repair specialist" would serve to
i ncrease the | evel of professionalismanong aviation
mai nt enance personnel. Adoption of the termwuld al so be
consistent wwth the FAA's policy of inplenenting
gender-neutral regulations. The term"aviation repair
specialist” would be used to describe the three types of

aviation repair specialist certificates that could be issued
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under the proposal: (1) the aviation repair specialist
certificate issued on the basis of proficiency in a

desi gnated specialty area (ARS—+), (2) the aviation repair
specialist certificate issued on the basis of enploynent
(ARS-11), and (3) the aviation repair specialist certificate
i ssued to experinental aircraft builders (ARS-II11).

The aviation repair specialist certificate issued on
the basis of enploynent (ARS-11) would be the equival ent of
the current repairman certificate, and the aviation repair
specialist certificate issued to experinental aircraft
buil ders (ARS-111) would be the equival ent of the current
repairman certificate-experinental aircraft buil der.

The aviation repair specialist certificate would not be
i ssued to holders of the AMI or AMI(T) certificate because
an AMI or AMI(T) certificate hol der does not require an
aviation repair specialist certificate to exercise approval
for return-to-service authority. However, the AMI or AMI(T)
may still require additional training to obtain the
necessary conpetency to performwork on certain itens and to
approve these itens for return to service. Conpletion of
training equivalent to that required for the issuance of an
aviation repair specialist certificate in a designated

specialty area (ARS-1) would provide an AMI or AMI(T) with
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the qualifications necessary to performwork in that
specialty area and would al so serve as an indication that an
AMI or AMI(T) possesses the qualifications necessary to
exerci se approval for return-to-service privileges in the
specialty area.

Est abl i shnment of an Aviation Repair Specialist Certificate

Based on Proficiency in Designated Specialty Areas That My
Be | ssued | ndependent of Enpl oynent

Currently, an applicant for a repairman certificate
(with the exception of those issued to experinental aircraft
builders) is required to possess the ability to performthe
specific task for which he or she is enployed and to obtain
the recommendati on of the certificated repair station,
commercial operator, or air carrier by which that individual
is enployed. A repairman is not currently required to neet
any uni form national standard for the specific discipline in
whi ch the individual perfornms work.

Ext ensi ve study by the Part 65 Wbrking G oup has
indicated that the increasingly conplex nature of aviation
mai nt enance requires that an individual who perfornms work in
certain specialized and highly technical areas should neet
formal standardi zed qualifications. The ARAC concurred with
the findings of the Part 65 Wirking G oup in this mtter and

has made this recommendation to the FAA. The FAA accepts
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t he ARAC recommendati on and proposes to issue an aviation
repair specialist certificate based on proficiency in
desi gnated specialty areas. The qualifications for the
i ssuance of this proposed certificate would be based on
nationally and internationally recogni zed standards
(devel oped by the aviation mai ntenance i ndustry) that the
FAA consi ders essential for the performance of work in a
hi ghly specialized area. The FAA currently proposes to
i ssue aviation repair specialist certificates with ratings
based on proficiency in the areas of nondestructive
i nspection (NDI), conposite structure repair, netal
structure repair, and aircraft electronics. Although the
FAA has defined a nunber of specialty areas, additional
specialty areas are under consideration (such as glider and
hot air balloon repair), and new and previously unknown
di sciplines al so nmay energe as specialty areas as technol ogy
advances. Therefore, additional certificates and ratings,
i ssued by the Adm nistrator, that recognize proficiency in
these areas may be established | ater.

As a result of neeting these established
qualifications, the proposal would permit the holder of an
aviation repair specialist certificate issued on the basis

of proficiency in a designated specialty area (ARS-1) to
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retain the certificate independent of enploynent by a
certificated repair station, commercial operator, or air
carrier. However, an individual intending to exercise the
privileges of the proposed ARS-I certificate would only be
permtted to performthose tasks for which the individual is
certificated while enployed by a certificated repair
station, commercial operator, or air carrier, because
approval for return-to-service authority would continue to
rest with the enpl oyer, not the ARS-I certificate hol der.
The proposed certificate would be issued directly to
the applicant and would not be held by an aviation
mai nt enance organi zation, as is the practice with the
current repairman certificate. Therefore, the individual
could | eave the enploynent of any of these organizations and
retain the certificate. However, the individual would not
be able to exercise the privileges of the certificate until
he or she had obtained a position with another certificated
repair station, commercial operator, or air carrier.
Accordingly, an ARS-I who is an independent contractor to a
certificated repair station, commercial operator, or air
carrier would not be permtted to exercise the privil eges of

the certificate.
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Because the hol der of the proposed certificate would
have denonstrated a recogni zed | evel of proficiency to
obtain the proposed certificate, the FAA contends that it
woul d be unnecessary for the applicant to reapply for the
certificate every time the individual changes his or her
pl ace of enploynment. Therefore, the certificate would
remain valid until surrendered, suspended, or revoked.

The proposed ARS-I certificate would require the
conpl etion of an approved training course or programin the
specialty area sought. This training and certification
woul d ensure the technical conpetency of the individual. It
woul d no | onger be necessary for an enployer to recomend an
individual to performwork simlar to that perforned for a
previ ous enployer. An individual would obtain this new
certificate by submtting evidence, acceptable to the
Adm ni strator, that denonstrates satisfactory conpletion of
an approved aviation repair specialist training course for a
rating in a designated specialty area or, before 12 nonths
after the effective date of the rule, evidence of the
ability to performthose tasks appropriate to the
certificate and rating sought. Evidence of the ability to
perform tasks appropriate to the rating sought could consi st

of a current repairman certificate wwth a rating that
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requires an applicant to possess a |level of conpetency
equivalent to that required for the issuance of an ARS-|
certificate in one of the designated specialty areas (e.qg.,
a repairman certificate wwth an NDI rating). However, the
hol der of a repairman certificate who provides evidence of
conpetency in a specific area of technical expertise that is
not equivalent to that required for an ARS-I1 certificate in
a designated specialty area would need to provide additional
evidence to indicate conpetency in the designated area. The
FAA al so notes that an individual possessing a nechanic
certificate with an airfranme rating would not need to apply
for an ARS-1 certificate as the privileges of the aviation
repair specialist certificate would be enconpassed in the
privileges of the current nmechanic certificate.

To ensure that an ARS-1 certificate hol der remains
qualified to performthe tasks appropriate to the designated
specialty area in a rapidly changi ng avi ati on nai nt enance
envi ronnment, the proposal would require the holder to neet
the current qualifications and proficiency requirenents for
the issuance of the certificate and rating in the designated
specialty area. This requirenent would be net through
training to a proficiency-based standard evi denced by

denonstrated conpetency to performrequired tasks, and not
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t hrough conpletion of a specified nunber of hours of
training. The holder of both the ARS-1 certificate and the
ARS-11 certificate also would be afforded the opportunity to
meet this requirenment through participation in training
prograns adm ni stered by the part 145 repair station,
commercial operator, or air carrier by which the individual
is enpl oyed. Because the proposed ARS-1 certificate would
be issued directly to an applicant, the proposal also would
revi se those general provisions of subpart A to include the
appropriate references to this new certificate.

Al t hough the FAA considered establishing a
certification structure that woul d have elim nated the
i ssuance of specialized certificates, the FAA contends that
a certification structure that includes aviation repair
specialist certificates is nore appropriate. The FAA
contends that the conplex nature of current aviation
mai nt enance technol ogy requires the retention and training
of individuals who are highly trained in technica
specialties of a narrow scope. The retention of such highly
trai ned individual s ensures the highest |evel of safety in
t he mai nt enance of conpl ex conponents. The inplenentation
of the proposed certification structure also ensures the

conti nued exi stence of aviation maintenance personnel who
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have a nore broad-based | evel of technical expertise and are
able to assess the integrity of the various systens and
conponents within an aircraft and approve an aircraft for
return to service (AMI and AMI(T)). It also ensures the
conti nued exi stence of aviation maintenance personnel
trained in highly specialized areas of aviation maintenance
(ARS-1, ARS-11, ARS-I111). A certification structure
containing a generalized certificate with approval for
return-to-service privileges and a certificate indicative of
proficiency in the nore technical areas of aviation

mai nt enance has been retai ned.

Notification of Change of Address for the Continued Exercise
of Certificate Privileges

Current 8 65.21 requires nechanics and repairnmen to
notify the FAA of a change of permanent address within
30 days. Although the current rule requires that an airnman
issued a certificate under this part provide such a
notification, the airman may, under the current rule,
continue to exercise the privileges of the certificate even
if he or she fails to make the notification.

Pilots, Iike other individuals issued certificates
under this part, also are required to notify the FAA of a

change of their permanent address within 30 days. However,
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pilots may not continue to exercise the privileges of the
certificate if they fail to conply wth existing
notification requirenents.

Recent FAA experience in using current address
information records to provide information of concern to
mechani cs has indicated that current FAA records are
i nadequate to locate a significant percentage of certificate
hol ders. Many of the notices sent to aviation maintenance
personnel were returned to the FAA and were marked as being
undel i verabl e. Because the FAA may periodically need to
di ssem nate critical safety information rapidly to al
avi ati on mai nt enance personnel, it is extrenely inportant
that the FAA have current address information for al
certificate hol ders.

The FAA contends that current efforts to increase the
| evel of professionalismin the aviation maintenance
i ndustry and to ensure that the FAA can rapidly notify
avi ati on mai nt enance personnel of inportant safety-rel ated
matters warrant including in the proposal a provision that
woul d prohibit the holder of any certificate issued under
this part fromexercising the privileges of the certificate
if its holder did not comply with current notification

requi renents upon a change of pernmanent address. The FAA

107



contends that, by withdrawing certificate privileges froma
person who fails to conply with this requirenent, a hol der
of a certificate issued under this part will be nore
diligent in conplying with the essential requirenment of

noti fying the FAA of his or her current address.

Testing of AMI Applicants by Desi gnated Avi ation Miintenance
Techni ci an School s

Under the provisions of current 8 61.71(b), the FAA
permts certain pilot schools certificated under part 141 to
test pilot applicants on the aeronautical know edge and
skill required to obtain certificates issued under part 61
wi thout further testing by an FAA or FAA-designated pil ot
exam ner. The FAA proposes to enact simlar provisions for
the testing of aviation maintenance personnel.

The proposal would permt an individual who has passed
all applicable know edge tests in the prescribed period and
who has applied for an AMI certificate wwthin 90 days after
graduation fromcertain aviation nmaintenance technician
schools to be considered as neeting the specific experience
and conpetency requirenents for the certificate, w thout
further testing. Only those aviation maintenance technician
school s certificated under part 147 and specifically

authorized by the Admnistrator to test applicants on the
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experience and conpetency requirenents for the AMI
certificate would be able to conduct the testing necessary
to satisfy the requirenents of the proposal.

The proposal would provide applicants for an
AMT certificate with an additional nmeans to conplete the
required testing for the certificate. It also would
expedite the certification process for qualified
AMT applicants and reduce testing costs for the applicant.

Inits review of the certification requirenents for
avi ati on mai ntenance personnel, the FAA al so consi dered
permtting graduates of certain aviation maintenance school s
approved by Transport Canada to use training received at
t hose schools toward conpletion of the training requirenents
for the issuance of an AMI certificate. The FAA has not
included this proposal in this notice; however, the FAA
contends that such a proposal could be readily inplenented
after the conclusion of a Bilateral Aviation Safety
Agreenment (BASA) w th Canada.

The FAA specifically solicits coments on including
provi sions in proposed part 66 that would permt graduates
of certain aviation maintenance school s approved by
Transport Canada to use training received at those schools

toward conpletion of the training requirenents for the
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i ssuance of an AMI certificate. Based on the comments
recei ved, the FAA may adopt such provisions in a final rule.

Renoval of Gender- Specific Terns

I n accordance with the FAA's policy of inplenenting
gender-neutral regul ations and nmai ntaining conformty with
other recently revised certification regulations that are
now gender neutral and in view of the increased role of
wonen in the aviation maintenance profession, the FAA
proposes to elimnate all gender-specific references that
apply to aviation mai ntenance personnel from proposed
part 66. These changes are reflected in the proposed
amendnent; however, specific changes are not listed in the
section-by-section anal ysis.

Edi tori al Changes

To pronote consi stency between this proposed rule and
the term nol ogy used in current regul ations, the proposal
requi res a nunber of editorial changes. Such changes
i nclude, but are not limted to, the use of the term
"airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, conponent,
or part" in those instances where the term"rel ated
appliance or part" is used; inclusion of the terns

"certificate," "rating," or "authorization" where one or

nmore ternms have been inadvertently omtted; and a nore
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expansi ve use of the term"person.” These changes are noted
in the section-by-section analysis and do not affect the
substantive provisions of the proposed rul e unl ess
specifically noted.

Section-by-Section Anal ysis

Part 65 Certification: Air Traffic Control Tower
Operators, Aircraft D spatchers, and Parachute Riggers

Under the proposal, the title of part 65 would be
anended to reflect the renoval of subpart D (Mechanics) and
subpart E (Repairnen) fromthis part. The proposed title of
part 65 would specifically list only those airnen whose
certification would continue to be regulated by this part.
The current title of part 65 would be changed from
"Certification: Airmen G her Than Flight Crewrenbers” to
"Certification: Air-Traffic Control Tower Operators
Aircraft Dispatchers, and Parachute Ri ggers."

8§ 65.1 Applicability

Section 65.1 currently states that part 65 is
applicable to air traffic control tower operators, aircraft
di spat chers, nmechanics, repairnmen, and parachute riggers.
Under the proposal, the certification of all aviation
mai nt enance personnel woul d be regul ated by part 66. The

proposal would revise 8 65.1 by limting the applicability
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of this part to air traffic control tower operators,
aircraft dispatchers, and parachute riggers.

8§ 65.3 [Reserved]

Section 65.3 prescribes the certification requirenments
for foreign nmechanics. Because the proposal would place the
certification of aviation maintenance personnel under
part 66, this section would be renoved frompart 65 and
reserved. An equivalent section, 8 66.3, is proposed for
i nclusion in proposed part 66.

8§ 65.11 Application and issue

Current 8 65.11(c) prohibits a person whose nechanic
certificate is suspended to apply for any rating to be added
to that certificate during the period of suspension, and
current 8 65.11(d)(2) prohibits a person whose repairnman or
mechani c certificate is revoked from applying for either
kind of certificate for 1 year after the date of revocation,
unl ess the order of revocation provides otherw se. Because
t he proposal would place the certification of all aviation
mai nt enance personnel under proposed part 66, that portion
of 8§ 65.11(c) that refers to the suspension of nechanic
certificates and 8 65.11(d)(2) inits entirety would be
removed frompart 65. The provisions of these paragraphs

woul d be included in proposed
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8§ 66.5 (c) and (d).

8 65.15 Duration of certificates

Proposed 8§ 65.15 would renove the reference to the
repai rman certificate found in current paragraph (a). As
the provisions of current paragraph (b) apply only to the
repai rman certificate, this paragraph al so woul d be renoved.
Its provisions would be found in proposed § 66.9. The
remai ni ng provisions of current paragraphs (a) and (c) woul d
be retained in proposed paragraphs (a) and (D).

Part 65, Subpart D and Subpart E, 88 65.71 through 65. 105
[ Reser ved]

The proposal would conpletely renove subpart D
(Mechani cs), consisting of 88 65.71 through 65.95, and
subpart E (Repairnmen), consisting of 88 65.101
t hrough 65. 105, from part 65 and woul d establish subpart B
(Avi ati on Mai ntenance Technicians), subpart C (Aviation
Mai nt enance Technicians (Transport)), subpart D (Inspection
Aut hori zations), and subpart E (Aviation Repair Specialists)
under part 66. The new subparts woul d be based on the
subparts currently found in part 65.

Part 66 Certification: Aviation Mintenance Personnel

Under the proposal, a new part 66 prescribing the

certification requirenents solely for aviation maintenance
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personnel would be created. Part 66 woul d include subpart A
(General ), subpart B (Aviation Mintenance Techni ci ans),
subpart C (Avi ation M ntenance Techni cians (Transport)),
subpart D (I nspection Authorizations), and subpart E

(Avi ation Repair Specialists). Proposed subpart A (General)
woul d be based on part 65, subpart A and nodified to
address regul atory concerns applicable to AMIs, AMI(T)s, and
aviation repair specialists. Proposed subparts B, C, and D
woul d be based on part 65, subpart D; and proposed subpart E
woul d be based on part 65, subpart E. The proposal would
establish the new part under the title "Certification:

Avi ation Mai ntenance Personnel ."

§ 66.1 Applicability

Proposed 8 66.1 sets forth the applicability of
part 66. This proposed section is based on current 8 65.1
This section would Iimt the applicability of this new part
to AMIs, AMI(T)s, holders of inspection authorizations, and
avi ation repair specialists.

8§ 66.3 Certification of foreign aviation maintenance
per sonnel

Proposed 8§ 66.3 prescribes the certification
requirenents for foreign AMIs and AMI(T)s. Because the

proposal woul d not preclude foreign individuals from
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obt ai ni ng these proposed certificates, this section would
refer to both subpart B and subpart C, the proposed subparts
that list the certification requirenents for these
certificates. The proposed section is based on current

8 65.3. There are no substantive differences between
proposed § 66.3 and current § 65. 3.

8§ 66.5 Application and issue

Proposed 8 66.5 prescribes the application and i ssuance
procedures for a certificate and ratings under this part.
Thi s proposed section is based on current 8§ 65.11. There
are no substantive differences between paragraphs (a)
and (b) of the proposed section and current 8 65.11, except
for the inclusion of a reference to the inspection
aut hori zation and the replacenment of the term"witten test"”
with "knowl edge test" in proposed paragraph (a). Proposed
par agraphs (c¢) and (d) would differ fromcurrent 8 65.11(c)
and (d) by the renoval of references to air traffic control
tower operators, aircraft dispatchers, and parachute
riggers, and the inclusion of references to AMIs, AMI(T)s,
and aviation repair specialists. Paragraph (c) of the
proposed rule would include a reference to aviation repair

speci al i sts because the proposed ARS-I certificate, unlike
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the current repairman certificate, would be issued with
rati ngs based on proficiency in designated specialty areas.

8§ 66.7 Tenporary certificate

Proposed §8 66.7 is based on current 8 65.13 and refers
to the issuance of tenporary certificates. This section
woul d be revised to reflect current practices by indicating
that an applicant's qualifications, and not nerely the
application and suppl enentary docunents submtted by the
applicant, would be subject to review

8 66.9 Duration of certificates

Proposed §8 66.9 is based on current 8 65.15 and
establishes the duration of certificates issued under this
part. Paragraph (a) of proposed §8 66.9 would include the
proposed AMI certificate, AMI(T) certificate, aviation
repair specialist certificate issued on the basis of
proficiency in a designated specialty area (ARS-1), and
aviation repair specialist certificate issued to an
experinmental aircraft builder (ARS-I111) anong those
certificates that are effective until surrendered,
suspended, or revoked. The proposed rule corrects an
earlier om ssion by including aviation repair specialist
certificates issued to experinental aircraft builders

(ARS-111) anong those certificates that are effective until
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surrendered, suspended, or revoked. Proposed paragraph (b)
does not change the intent of current 8§ 65.15(b) and woul d
state that an aviation repair specialist certificate issued
on the basis of enploynent (ARS-I1) remains effective until
the holder is relieved fromthe duties for which the hol der
was enpl oyed and certificated. Proposed paragraph (c)
retains the current requirenent for a holder to return to
the Admnistrator a certificate that has been suspended,
revoked, or is no |onger effective.

§ 66.11 Display of certificate

Proposed § 66.11 is based on current 88§ 65.89
and 65. 105, which prescribe the display of nmechanic and
repai rman certificates. The proposal would consolidate the
certificate display requirenents for all certificates under
one section within part 66. There would be no substantive
changes to current certificate display requirenents.

8 66.13 Change of nanme: Replacenent of |ost or destroyed
certificate

Proposed §8 66.13 is based on current 8 65.16 and woul d
revise current procedures by permtting an airman who has
|l ost a certificate issued under part 66 to request a
facsimle of the certificate fromthe FAA as confirmation of

the certificate's original issuance. This proposed section
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al so woul d all ow any request to the FAA to be nade by
facsimle and would permt the FAA to send directly to the
airman a telegramor facsimle that may be carried by the
airman, for a period not to exceed 90 days, as proof of the
original certificate's issuance.

8§ 66.15 Change of address

Proposed 8 66.15 is based on current 8 65.21 and would
revise current requirenents by prohibiting the hol der of any
certificate issued under this part from exercising the
privileges of the certificate if the hol der has not notified
the FAA of a change in permanent mailing address within
30 days.

8§ 66.17 Periodic registration

Proposed §8 66.17 would require that the holder of an
AMI certificate or AMI(T) certificate notify the FAA of his
or her current mailing address before the |ast day of the
12t h cal endar nonth after the effective date of the rule and
before the | ast day of each 48-cal endar-nonth period
t hereafter.

The proposal would not require these certificate
hol ders to comply with this requirenment if the hol der has,
within the same 12- or 48-cal endar-nonth period for which a

notification was required, provided this information to the
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FAA t hrough the issuance of a certificate, rating,

i nspection authorization, or airman nedical certificate, or
t hrough conpliance with proposed § 66.13 or § 66.15. Any
certificate holder failing to conply with this requirenent
woul d be prohibited fromexercising the privileges of the
certificate until the required notification had been nmade.
8 66.19 Applications, certificates, |ogbooks, reports, and
records: Falsification, reproduction, or alternation;

8§ 66.21 Tests: Ceneral procedure; 8 66.23 Know edge
tests: Cheating or other unauthorized conduct;

8 66.25 Retesting after failure; 8 66.27 Ofenses

i nvol vi ng al cohol or drugs; and 8 66.29 Refusal to submt
to a drug or al cohol test

Proposed 88 66.19, 66.21, 66.23, 66.25, 66.27,
and 66.29 are based on current 88 65.20, 65.17, 65.18,
65. 19, 65.12, and 65.23, respectively. These sections refer
to the falsification, reproduction, or alteration of
docunents; general test procedures; cheating or other
unaut hori zed conduct on know edge tests; retesting after
failure; offenses involving al cohol or drugs; and the
refusal to submt to a drug or alcohol test. The only
substantive difference between the proposed sections for
part 66 and current corresponding sections in part 65 is the
i nclusion of specific provisions indicating the

applicability of these sections to holders of inspection
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aut hori zations and the replacenent of the term"witten
test” with "know edge test" in proposed 88 66.23 and 66. 25.

8§ 66.31 Wiivers: Policy and procedures

Proposed 8 66. 31 woul d describe the policy and
procedures that would govern the issuance of certificates
and ratings in deviation fromthe airman certification rules
set forth in proposed 88 66.51(b), 66.57, 66.201(b),
and 66.203(b). The proposed section would indicate that the
Adm ni strator may issue certificates and ratings in
deviation fromthese sections if the Adm nistrator finds
that the hol der can safely exercise the privileges of the
certificate and rating. Requests for issuance of a
certificate or rating in accordance with this section would
be required to be submtted to the FAA Nati onal
Headquarters, Flight Standards Service.

Part 66, Subpart B Aviation M ntenance Techni ci ans

The structure of part 66, subpart B, is based on the
current structure of part 65, subpart D. Under the proposed
rule, the title of part 66, subpart B, would be "Aviation
Mai nt enance Techni ci ans. "

§ 66.51 Eligibility requirenents: GCeneral

Proposed § 66.51 is based on the current 8§ 65.71. The

| anguage of proposed paragraph (b) differs fromcurrent
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8 65.71 by not only requiring an applicant for an AMI
certificate to read, wite, speak, and understand the
Engl i sh | anguage, as is currently required, but also by
requiring the applicant to denonstrate this know edge by
readi ng and expl ai ni ng appropriate mai ntenance publications
and by witing defect and repair statenents. The proposal
also differs fromthe current section in that it would
include a provision for the Admnistrator to place such
limtations on an applicant's certificate as are necessary
for the safe mai ntenance, preventive nmaintenance, or
alteration of aircraft if the applicant is unable to neet
any of these requirenments because of nedical reasons. The
proposal also would elimnate the issuance of certificates
to individuals who cannot neet these requirenents and are
enpl oyed solely outside the United States by a U S. air
carrier.

The proposal would retain current requirenents to pass
all required tests within 24 nonths and to conply with any
additional eligibility requirenents for any rating sought.

8§ 66.53 Ratings

Proposed 8 66.53 would establish that aircraft and
avi ati on mai nt enance instructor ratings would be issued

under subpart B
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8§ 66.55 Aircraft rating: Know edge requirenents

Proposed 8 66.55 woul d establish the know edge
requirenents for the aircraft rating. This proposed section
is based on the know edge requirenents for the nmechanic
certificate found in current 8 65.75. The proposal would
revi se these current know edge requirenents by not only
including the current requirenent that the applicant be
tested on the applicable provisions of parts 43 and 91 but
by requiring the applicant to pass a know edge test that
i ncludes material on all relevant provisions of this
chapter, therefore, expanding the know edge required of an
appl i cant.

The proposal also would require the applicant to pass
all know edge tests (as opposed to each section) before
applying for the oral and practical tests for the rating
sought unl ess the applicant was enrolled in certain aviation
mai nt enance techni ci an school s.

Because of the increased use of conputer-based testing,
the proposal would state that a report of the know edge test
results will be nade avail able to the applicant upon
conpletion of the test. Current rules pertaining to the
testing of nechanic certificate applicants require the FAA

to send the applicant a report of the test.
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8§ 66.57 Aircraft rating: Experience requirenents

Proposed 8 66.57 woul d establish the necessary
experience requirenents for the issuance of an
AMTI certificate with an aircraft rating. The experience
requirenents for the AMI certificate with an aircraft rating
woul d be simlar to those found in current § 65.77 for the
mechani c certificate with an airframe and powerpl ant rating.
The proposal would permt an applicant to present
either an appropriate graduation certificate or a
certificate of conpletion froma certificated aviation
mai nt enance technician school to show conpliance with the
necessary experience requirenents. For those applicants
seeking to neet AMI experience requirenents through
practical experience, the proposal would change the current
30 nont hs of experience required of applicants for a
mechanic certificate with airfranme and powerplant ratings to
5,000 hours for applicants for an AMI certificate with an
aircraft rating. The approximate full-tinme equival ent of
30 nonths is 5,000 hours. Because separate airfrane and
power plant ratings will not be issued under an
AMI certificate, the 18-nonth experience requirenent

pertaining to applicants for a separate rating, which is
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found in current 8 65.77(a), has not been included in the
proposed secti on.

8§ 66.59 Aircraft rating: Conpetency requirenents

Proposed 8 66.59 woul d establish the conpetency
requi renents for applicants attenpting to obtain an AMI
certificate with an aircraft rating under this part. This
proposed section is based on current 8 65.79. The proposal
woul d establish a basic conpetency requirenent for an AMI by
requiring the applicant to denonstrate conpetence in
perform ng tasks appropriate to the rating sought. The
proposal also would clarify the existing regulation to
ensure that an applicant passed both an oral and a practical
test appropriate to the rating sought.

8§ 66.61 Certificated aviati on nmi ntenance technici an school
student s

Proposed 8 66.61 is based on current 8 65.80 and woul d
prescri be the specific requirenents for testing students at
avi ati on mai nt enance technician schools. Proposed paragraph
(a) is based on the current section with no substantive
differences. Proposed paragraph (b) would permt applicants
who have successfully conpleted all applicable know edge
tests and who apply for an AMI certificate wwth an aircraft

rating within 90 days after graduation fromcertain part 147
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avi ation mai nt enance technician schools (which have been
specifically authorized by the Adm nistrator to test the
applicants on the applicable conpetency requirenents) to be
considered as neeting all applicable know edge, experience,
and conpetency requirenents.

8§ 66.63 Aircraft rating: Privileges and limtations

Proposed 8 66. 63, based on current 88 65.81, 65. 85,
and 65.87 would define the privileges and Iimtations of an
AMT certificate holder wwth an aircraft rating. Proposed
paragraphs (a) and (b) are based on current 8§ 65.81;
however, the proposal would clarify and expand the manner in
whi ch an AMI may becone qualified to supervise the
mai nt enance, preventive mai ntenance, or alteration of any
aircraft, or approve for return to service any aircraft,
airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, conponent,
or part thereof. 1In addition to those neans specified in
current 8 65.81 for nechanics, the proposal would provide
the hol der of an AMI certificate and aircraft rating with an
additional neans to qualify for the exercise of these
privileges. The holder of an AMI certificate woul d be
permtted to exercise the privileges nentioned above if the
AMI had received training on the tasks to be perfornmed or

had previously performed such work under the direct
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supervi sion of an appropriately rated certificate hol der who
al so had received appropriate training on the tasks to be
per f or med.

Addi tionally, the proposal would clarify the intent of
current 8 65.81 by permtting the holder of an AMI
certificate with an aircraft rating to exercise the
privileges of the certificate and rating by denonstrating
the ability to performthe work to the satisfaction of the
Adm nistrator. The current regul ation requires actual
performance of the work.

Except for those restrictions inposed by proposed
paragraph (d), an AMI with an aircraft rating woul d, under
proposed paragraph (c), retain current privileges of a
mechanic with an airframe and powerplant rating and woul d be
permtted to performthe 100-hour inspection required by
part 91.

Proposed paragraph (d)(1) would set forth |imtations
on the holder of an AMI certificate with an aircraft rating.
These limtations currently are not applicable to the hol der
of a mechanic certificate with an airframe and power pl ant
rating. The holder of an AMI certificate with an aircraft
rating would not be permtted to approve for return to

service any aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 29,
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except after the performance of those tasks specified in
paragraph (c) of appendix A to part 43 or after the
performance of other tasks specified by the Adm nistrator.

Proposed paragraph (d)(2) would prohibit an AMI with an
aircraft rating fromperform ng or supervising a nmajor
repair or major alteration of a propeller or any repair or
alteration of instruments (other than a horizontal -card
l[iquid-filled conpass), unless the work is being perforned
for, and is under the direct supervision and control of, a
repair station certificated under part 145 or an air carrier
conducting operations under part 121 or part 135.

Proposed paragraph (d)(3) al so would prohibit an AMI
with an aircraft rating fromapproving for return to service
any aircraft, airframe, aircraft engine, propeller,
appl i ance, conponent, or part after conpleting a mgjor
repair or major alteration, or fromapproving for return to
service any instrunent other than a horizontal-card
liquid-filled conpass after conpleting any repair
or alteration.

I n paragraph (d)(4), the proposal would require that a
certificated AMI understand current instructions for
continued airworthiness and the mai ntenance instructions for

the specific operation concerned to exercise the privileges
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of the certificate and rating. Current 8 65.81 requires a
mechani ¢ to understand the nore limted current instructions
of the manufacturer and the mai ntenance manual s for the
speci fic operation concerned.

§ 66.65 Aircraft rating: Recent experience requirenents

Proposed 8 66.65 woul d prescribe the specific recent
experience requirenents for an AMI with an aircraft rating.
Thi s proposed section is based on current 8 65.83. The
proposal would permt the holder of an AMI certificate with
an aircraft rating to satisfy proposed recent experience
requi renments by using those neans currently available to the
hol der of a nechanic certificate to neet current recent
experience requirenents. The proposal also would permt the
hol der of an AMI certificate with an aircraft rating
additional neans to maintain the recent experience required
to exercise the privileges of the certificate and rating.

In addition to the neans currently specified in 8 65.83(a),
the proposal would allow the AMI to neet the recent
experience requirements to exercise the privileges of the
certificate and rating if the person had served under the
supervision of an AMI or AMI(T), provided aviation

mai nt enance instruction under an aviati on mai ntenance

trai ning program acceptable to the Adm nistrator, or
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directly supervised other aviation maintenance instructors
provi di ng avi ati on mai ntenance instruction for a training
program acceptable to the Admnistrator. The proposal also
woul d al |l ow the use of any conbination of the proposed and
current nethods to maintain recent experience.

In addition to the proposed requirenents set forth in
proposed paragraph (a)(1), proposed paragraph (a)(2) would
requi re the successful conpletion of recurrent training
appropriate to the duties of an AMI if the individual
desires to exercise the privileges of the certificate and
rating for conpensation or hire. This training may consi st
of an AMI refresher course, an inspection authorization
refresher course, or any other course of instruction
acceptable to the Adm nistrator that is appropriate to the
duties of an AMI. Additionally, an AMI coul d satisfy the
proposed recurrent training requirenent in the foll ow ng
manner: through participation in the required training
programof a certificate holder with a nmai ntenance and
preventive mai ntenance training programrequired under
8§ 121.375 or 8§ 135.433 (as specified in proposed
paragraph (a)(2)(ii)) or through participation in the
training programof a U S.-certificated repair station that

performs work in accordance with 8§ 145.2(a) or conducts a
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mai nt enance and preventive mai ntenance training program (as
specified in proposed paragraph (a)(2)(iii)). An AMI al so
could satisfy the proposed recurrent training requirenment by
provi di ng avi ati on mai ntenance instruction or by serving as
t he supervisor of persons providing aviation maintenance

i nstruction.

Proposed paragraph (b) would not require all AMIs to
conplete the new recurrent training requirenents. An AMI
who, within the preceding 24 nonths, has successfully
conpleted a requalification course acceptable to the
Adm ni strator, or been found conpetent by the Adm nistrator
to exercise the privileges of the certificate, would not be
subj ect to the proposed training requirenents.

Proposed paragraph (c) sets forth the limtations on
exercising, for conpensation or hire, the privileges of the
AMI certificate with an aircraft rating. It would permt
an AMI' who has net the requirenents of proposed
paragraph (a)(1), but not proposed paragraph (a)(2) or (b),
to exercise the privileges of the certificate and rating,

but not for conpensation or hire.
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8§ 66.67 Aviation maintenance instructor rating: Additional

eligibility requirenents

Proposed § 66.67 would set forth the additional
eligibility requirenents for applicants seeking an aviation
mai nt enance instructor rating. Proposed paragraph (a)(1)
woul d require an applicant to possess a current and valid
AMI certificate, with an aircraft rating, that has been in
effect for a total of at |east 3 years. Proposed
paragraph (a)(2) would require an applicant to have been
actively engaged in maintaining aircraft for at |east the
2-year period before the date of application.

An applicant also would be required, in proposed
par agraph (a)(3), to have passed a know edge test on those
subj ects pertinent to the exercise of the privileges of the
avi ati on mai ntenance instructor rating. |In lieu of passing
such a test within 24 nonths of application for the rating,
an applicant who could present evidence of recognized
instructional proficiency, as stated in the proposed rule,
woul d not be required to pass the know edge test for
the rating.

Proposed paragraph (b) would recogni ze the proficiency
of experienced, yet noncertificated, instructors. An

applicant who, within 12 nonths after the effective date of
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the rule, could present evidence acceptable to the

Adm ni strator that he or she had served as an aviation

mai nt enance instructor or as the supervisor of aviation
mai nt enance instructors at an avi ation mai nt enance
techni ci an school certificated under part 147 would not be
required to pass a know edge test on instructional
proficiency.

8§ 66.69 Aviation maintenance instructor rating:
I nstructional know edge and profici ency

Proposed 8 66.69 would specifically |list those subjects
in which an applicant for an aviation maintenance instructor
rating would be required to denonstrate satisfactory
i nstructional know edge and proficiency. This material is
identical to that contained in the Fundanental s of
I nstruction know edge test.

8§ 66.71 Aviation maintenance instructor rating: Privileges
and limtations

Proposed §8 66. 71 would set forth the general privileges
and limtations of the AMI certificate with an aviation
mai nt enance instructor rating.

8§ 66.73 Aviation maintenance instructor rating: Recent
experience requirenments

Proposed §8 66. 73 woul d prescribe the specific recent

experience requirenents for an AMI with an avi ation
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mai nt enance instructor rating. An individual holding this
certificate and rating would not be permtted to exercise
the privileges of the certificate and rating unless, within
t he preceding 24 nonths, the hol der had provided 300 hours
of avi ation mai ntenance instruction or had supervised ot her
avi ati on mai ntenance instructors for a period of 300 hours.
The hol der al so woul d neet the proposed recent experience
requi renents upon conpletion of an AMI refresher course (or
ot her course of instruction acceptable to the Adm nistrator)
or if the Adm nistrator had made a determ nation that the
hol der net the standards prescribed for the issuance of the
certificate and rating.

Part 66, Subpart C Aviation Mintenance Techni ci ans
(Transport)

The structure of part 66, subpart C, is based on the
current structure of part 65, subpart D. Under the proposed
rule, the title of part 66, subpart C, would becone
"Avi ation Mi ntenance Technicians (Transport)."

8§ 66.101 Eligibility requirenments: General

Proposed 8 66.101 sets for the eligibility requirenments
for the proposed AMI(T) certificate. It would require al
applicants for the AMI(T) certificate to hold a current and

valid AMI certificate and to conply with any additi onal
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requi renents for any rating sought. Because an appli cant
for an AMI(T) certificate would be required to hold a
current and valid AMI certificate, an applicant woul d be
required to have conplied with proposed 8 66.51. Therefore,
t hese requirenents have not been repeated in the proposed
section.

§ 66.103 Ratings

Proposed 8§ 66. 103 woul d establish aircraft and aviation
mai nt enance instructor ratings issued under subpart C

8§ 66.105 Transition to new certificates and ratings

Proposed 8 66. 105 woul d establish the equival ency of
the nechanic certificate with airframe and power pl ant
ratings and the proposed AMI(T) certificate with the
aircraft rating. Therefore, the privileges and limtations
of the proposed AMI(T) certificate with an aircraft rating
woul d be identical to those of the current mechanic
certificate with airfrane and powerplant ratings. As the
FAA woul d continue to recogni ze nmechanic certificates with
either an airfranme rating or a powerplant rating, proposed
paragraphs (b) and (c) would set forth approval for
return-to-service limtations on the hol ders of these
certificates, which are identical to those found in current

part 65.
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8§ 66.107 Aircraft rating: Additional eligibility
requi renments

Proposed 8 66. 107 would set forth the additional
eligibility requirenents for the issuance of an AMI(T)
certificate with an aircraft rating. An applicant would be
required to successfully conplete: an AMI(T) training
program adm ni stered by an approved training provider; an
AMI(T) training program approved under part 147; or a
traini ng program approved under part 121, subpart L, or
part 135, subpart J. Training prograns provided by a
certificate holder would be required to neet the training
program requirenents specified in paragraph (d) of
appendi x A to proposed part 66.

8§ 66.109 Aircraft rating: Privileges and limtations

Proposed § 66.109 is based on current 88 65.81, 65. 85,
and 65.87, and would define the privileges and limtations
of an AMI(T) certificate with an aircraft rating. Proposed
8 66.109 is structurally simlar to proposed § 66.63, which
sets forth the privileges and limtations of the AMI
certificate with an aircraft rating.

The hol der of an AMI(T) certificate with an aircraft
rati ng woul d possess all of the privileges provided to the

hol der of the AMI certificate wwth an aircraft rating, as
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set forth in proposed § 66.63. Proposed § 66.109(d),
however, would not include the limtation placed on the

hol der of an AMI certificate with an aircraft rating found
in proposed 8§ 66.63 that precludes the holder from approving
for return to service any aircraft certificated under

part 25 or part 29.

8§ 66.111 Aircraft rating: Recent experience requirenents

Proposed 8§ 66. 111 woul d prescri be the specific recent
experience requirenments for AMI(T)s with an aircraft rating.
Thi s proposed section is based on current 8 65.83 and is
structurally simlar to proposed 8 66.65. It would differ
from proposed 8§ 66.65 in that the maintenance, preventive
mai nt enance, or alterations, which the AMI(T) with an
aircraft rating would be required to have perforned,
supervi sed, or provided instruction in for at |east 6 nonths
wi thin the preceding 24 nonths, would be required to be on
an aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 29, or on any
airfranme, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, conponent,
or part thereof. The proposed recurrent training
requi renments woul d be identical to those proposed for the
AMI. It also would permt the holder of an AMI(T)
certificate who had not satisfied the recent experience

requirenents for an AMI(T) certificate, but had satisfied

136



the recent experience requirenents for an AMI certificate,
to exercise the privileges of the AMI certificate.

8§ 66.113 Aviation maintenance instructor rating:
Additional eligibility requirenents

Proposed 8 66.113 would set forth the eligibility
requi renents for applicants wwth an AMI(T) certificate and
aircraft rating who are seeking an aviation nai ntenance
instructor rating. The requirenents of proposed § 66.113
woul d be simlar to those established for an applicant with
an AMT certificate and aircraft rating who i s seeking an
avi ati on mai ntenance instructor rating as set forth in
proposed 8 66. 67.

The proposed section would differ from proposed § 66. 67
inthat it also would permt a person possessing an AMI
certificate with an avi ati on mai ntenance instructor rating,
who neets the requirenments for the issuance of an AMI(T)
certificate, to be issued an AMI(T) certificate with an
avi ati on mai ntenance instructor rating, upon application.

8§ 66.115 Aviation maintenance instructor rating:
Privileges and limtations

Proposed 8 66.115 would set forth the general
privileges and limtations of the AMI(T) certificate with an

avi ati on mai ntenance instructor rating.
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8§ 66.117 Aviation maintenance instructor rating: Recent
experience requirenments

Proposed 8§ 66. 117 woul d prescri be the specific recent
experience requirements for AMI(T)s with an aviation
mai nt enance instructor rating. The recent experience
requi renents set forth for an AMI(T) wth an aviation
mai nt enance instructor rating would be identical to those
set forth in proposed §8 66.73 for an AMI with an avi ation
mai nt enance instructor rating. Because instructional skill
i s independent of the type of itens on which an AMI(T)
provi des instruction, the aviation maintenance instruction
that the individual would be required to provide to maintain
recent experience, would not be required to pertain to
aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 29, or to the
airfranmes, aircraft engines, propellers, appliances,
conponents, or parts thereof.

8§ 66.119 Aviation maintenance technician (transport)
training providers

Proposed 8 66.119 would set forth the requirenents for
t hose persons seeking approval as AMI(T) training providers.
An applicant for approval as a training provider would be
required to submt a witten request for approval to the
Adm ni strator and to conply with appendix A to proposed

part 66.
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Proposed paragraph (b) would only require a certificate
hol der operating under part 121 or part 135, an aviation
mai nt enance technician school certificated under part 147
or a certificated repair station operating pursuant to
8§ 145.2(a) to request approval and show that its training
program neets the requi renents of paragraph (d) of
appendi x A to proposed part 66.

Part 66, Subpart D Inspection Authorizations

Proposed part 66, subpart D, would consolidate into a
singl e subpart those portions of current part 65 that
pertain to the issuance of inspection authorizations. Under
the proposed rule, the title of part 66, subpart D, would
beconme "I nspection Authorizations."

8§ 66.151 Eligibility requirenments: General

Proposed 8§ 66. 151 is based on current 8 65.91 and would
set forth the general eligibility requirenents for
applicants for an inspection authorization. Proposed
paragraph (a) would require an applicant to neet the
requi renments of current 8 65.91(c) and woul d establish an
additional requirenent for applicants to have attended and
successfully conpl eted an inspection authorization course,
acceptable to the Admnistrator, of not |ess than 8 hours of

instruction during the 12-nmonth period precedi ng the
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application. Attendance at such a course would ensure

st andardi zati on of inspection procedures and a nore uniform
interpretation of regulatory and advisory material by

hol ders of the inspection authorization. The proposal woul d
permt the holder of an AMI certificate or an AMI(T)
certificate to obtain an inspection authorization. It would
al so require the applicant to have passed a know edge test
on his or her ability to inspect according to safety
standards for approving aircraft for return to service after
all repairs and alterations.

Proposed paragraph (b) would set forth the requirenents
for an applicant seeking to renove the limtation inposed by
proposed 8§ 66.157(b). Proposed paragraph (b) would require
an applicant seeking to inspect and approve for return to
service any aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 29
(except those maintained in accordance with a conti nuous
ai rwort hi ness mai nt enance program approved under part 121)
to possess an AMI(T) certificate and to have been actively
engaged, for at |east the 2-year period before application,
in the maintenance, preventive maintenance, or alteration of
aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 29, or of any
airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, conponent,

or part thereof.
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Proposed paragraph (c) would retain the current
prohi bition agai nst applying for a retest within 90 days
after a previous testing failure.

8 66.153 Duration of authorization

Proposed 8§ 66. 153 woul d prescri be the duration of an
i nspection authorization. This proposed section is based on
current 8 65.92, with two substantive differences. Under
the proposal, the expiration date of the inspection
aut hori zation woul d be extended to the | ast day of the
24th nonth after its issuance. Under the current
regul ation, the inspection authorization expires on March 31
of each year. Additionally, the proposal would state that
an inspection authorization would no |onger be effective if
its hol der does not possess a current and valid AMI or
AMI(T) certificate.

8 66.155 Renewal of authorization

Proposed § 66. 155 woul d prescri be the renewal
procedures for an inspection authorization and is based on
current 8 65.93. The proposed section would extend the
i nspection authorization renewal requirenent to every
2 years so that it would correspond to the extension of the
duration of the inspection authorization, as proposed in

8 66.153. Applications for renewal would be required to be
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presented to the appropriate FAA office within 90 days
before the date of an inspection authorization's expiration.

The proposal would retain current provisions specifying
the renewal requirenents for an inspection authorization and
al so would permit the holder of an inspection authorization
to use a conbination of annual inspections, inspections of
maj or repairs or major alterations, and progressive
i nspections to satisfy renewal requirenents. To facilitate
the conbi nation of these inspections, the proposal would
change the currently specified 90-day period to a
3-nont h peri od.

Under the current regul ation, the holder of an
i nspection authorization may renew the authorization by
attendi ng and successfully conpleting a refresher course,
acceptable to the Admnnistrator, of not |ess than 8 hours,
during the 12-nonth period preceding the application for
renewal . As the proposed rule would extend the duration of
the inspection authorization from 12 nonths to 24 nonths,
the amount of time required for the holder of an inspection
aut hori zation to renew an authorization by using this
met hod, in lieu of other performance requirenents, would be
proportionally increased to 16 hours. The proposal woul d

specify that this training could be acconplished through
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attendance at an inspection authorization refresher course
or a series of courses, acceptable to the Adm nistrator,
during the expanded renewal period. The proposal recognizes
recent devel opnents in instructional techniques and, through
t he acceptance of a series of courses acceptable to the

Adm ni strator, would permt instructional nethods that may
differ fromthe standard classroomor |ecture format.

8§ 66.157 Privileges and limtations

Proposed § 66. 157 woul d prescri be the privileges and
limtations of an inspection authorization. The privileges
of the holder of an AMI(T) certificate with an inspection
aut hori zation are based on current 8§ 65.95, with no
substantive differences. The privileges of the holder of an
AMI certificate with an inspection authorization are based
on current 8 65.95, with certain distinctions that reflect
the privileges and |imtations of the AMI certificate. The
hol der of an AMI certificate with an inspection
aut hori zati on woul d possess those privileges specified in
current 8 65.95 except that the hol der woul d not be
permtted to i nspect and approve aircraft certificated under
part 25 or part 29 for return to service after conpletion of
a major repair or a major alteration. The holder of an AMI

certificate with an inspection authorization also would not
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be permtted to performan annual inspection, or performor
supervi se a progressive inspection, according to 88 43.13
and 43.15, on aircraft that have been certificated under
part 25 or part 29.

Part 66, Subpart E Aviation Repair Specialists

The structure of part 66, subpart E, is based on the
current structure of part 65, subpart D. Under the proposed
rule, the title of part 66, subpart E, would becone
"Avi ation Repair Specialists.™
8 66.201 Aviation repair specialist certificates issued on

the basis of proficiency in a designated specialty area
(ARS-1): Eligibility

Proposed 8 66.201 would set forth the general
eligibility requirenents for an applicant seeking an
aviation repair specialist certificate issued on the basis
of proficiency in a designated specialty area (ARS-1). An
applicant for this new certificate would be required to be
at |l east 18 years of age and denonstrate the ability to
read, wite, speak, and understand the English | anguage by
readi ng and expl ai ni ng appropriate mai nt enance publications,
and by witing defect and repair statenents. The
Adm ni strator, however, could place such [imtations on an
applicant's certificate as are necessary for the safe

mai nt enance, preventive mai ntenance, or alteration of
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aircraft if the applicant is unable to neet any of these
requi renents because of nedical reasons.

The applicant also would be required to present either
an appropriate graduation certificate, a certificate of
conpl etion, or other docunentary evidence acceptable to the
Adm ni strator, that denonstrates the satisfactory conpletion
of an acceptable aviation repair specialist training course
or programfor a rating in a specialty area designated by
the Adm nistrator. Before 12 nonths after the effective
date of the rule, evidence acceptable to the Adm nistrator
of the ability to performthose tasks appropriate to the
certificate and rating in the designated specialty area
sought, al so could be presented.

8 66.203 Aviation repair specialist certificates issued on
the basis of enploynent (ARS-11): Eligibility

Proposed § 66.203 is based on current 8 65.101 and
woul d prescribe the general eligibility requirenents for the
aviation repair specialist certificate issued on the basis
of enploynent (ARS-11). The | anguage of proposed
paragraph (b) differs fromcurrent 8 65.101 in that it would
not only require an applicant for an aviation repair
specialist certificate to read, wite, speak, and understand

t he English | anguage but al so would require the applicant to
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denonstrate this know edge by readi ng and expl ai ni ng
appropriate mai nt enance publications and by witing defect
and repair statenents. The Adm nistrator, however, could
pl ace such limtations on an applicant's certificate as are
necessary for the safe maintenance, preventive maintenance,
or alteration of aircraft if the applicant is unable to neet
any of these requirenments because of nedical reasons. The
proposal also differs fromcurrent 8 65.101 in that it would
elimnate the issuance of certificates to individuals who
cannot read, wite, speak, or understand the English
| anguage and who are enpl oyed solely outside the
United States by a U . S.-certificated repair station, a
U S -certificated commerci al operator, or a
U S -certificated air carrier. This change corresponds with
proposed 88 66.51 and 66.101, which elimnate the issuance
of AMI and AMI(T) certificates under sim/lar circunstances.
Proposed paragraph (c) differs fromthe current section
inthat it would provide a nore conprehensive |isting of
itens on which an applicant could be qualified to perform
mai nt enance (aircraft, airfranes, aircraft engines,
propel l ers, appliances, conponents, and parts thereof).

Proposed paragraph (d) would change the current reference in
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8 65.101(a)(3) from"its mai ntenance nanual s" to "its
certificate holder's manual ".

Proposed paragraph (f)(1) would specify the current
18-nmonth practical experience requirenent in hours instead
of nonths as set forth in current 8 65.101(a)(5)(i). The
3,000 hours of experience specified in the proposal are
approxi mately equal to the current 18-nonth experience
requi renent.

8 66.205 Aviation repair specialist certificates issued to
experinmental aircraft builders (ARS-I111): Eligibility

Proposed 8 66.205 is based on current 8 65.104(a).
The proposed section would change the term "repairman
certificate-experinental aircraft builder” to "aviation
repair specialist certificate issued to an experi nental
aircraft builder (ARS-II11)." There are no substantive
di fferences between the proposed section and current
8§ 65.104(a).

8 66.207 Transition to new certificates

Proposed 8 66. 207 establishes the equival ency of the
proposed ARS-I| certificate with the repairman certificate
specified in current 8 65.101, and the equival ency of the

proposed ARS-II1 certificate with the repairman certificate
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(experinental aircraft builder) specified in current
8 65.104.
8 66.209 Aviation repair specialist certificates issued on

the basis of proficiency in a designated area (ARS-1):
Privileges and limtations

Proposed 8 66.209 would set forth the general
privileges and limtations of the aviation repair specialist
certificate issued on the basis of proficiency in a
desi gnated specialty area (ARS-1). The hol der of the
certificate would be permtted to performor supervise the
mai nt enance, preventive mai ntenance, or alteration of
aircraft, airfranmes, aircraft engines, propellers,
appl i ances, conponents, and parts thereof appropriate to the
desi gnated specialty area for which the aviation repair
specialist is certificated but only in connection with
enpl oynent by a certificate hol der operating under
part 121, 135, or 145.

Proposed paragraph (b) would prohibit the hol der from
perform ng or supervising duties unless the individual
understands the current instructions of the certificate
hol der enpl oying the aviation repair specialist and the
instructions for continued airworthiness that relate to the

speci fi c operations concer ned.
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8 66.211 Aviation repair specialist certificates issued on
the basis of enploynent (ARS-11): Privileges and
[imtations

Proposed § 66.211 is based on current 8 65.103 and
woul d set forth the general privileges and Iimtations of
the aviation repair specialist certificate issued on the
basis of enploynent (ARS-I1). Proposed paragraph (a)
differs fromthe current section in that it would provide a
nore conprehensive listing of itens on which an applicant
could be qualified to performwork (aircraft, airfranes,
aircraft engines, propellers, appliances, conponents, and
parts thereof). Proposed paragraph (b) is equivalent to
current 8 65.103(b).

8 66.213 Aviation repair specialist certificates issued to

experinmental aircraft builders (ARS-I11): Privileges and
[imtations

Proposed 8 66.213 is based on current 8 65.104(b), with
no substantive changes.
8 66.215 Aviation repair specialist certificates issued on

the basis of proficiency in a designated specialty area
(ARS-1): Recent experience requirenents

Proposed 8 66. 215 would set forth recent experience
requi renments for holders of aviation repair specialist
certificates issued on the basis of proficiency in a
desi gnated specialty area (ARS-1). The hol der woul d not be

permtted to exercise the privileges of the certificate and
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rating unless the holder neets the current qualification and
proficiency requirenents for the issuance of the certificate
and rating in the designated specialty area.

Part 66, Appendix A Aviation M ntenance Techni ci an
(Transport) Training Program Curricul um Requirenents

Proposed appendix Ato part 66 would set forth the
training programrequirenents for the AMI(T) curricul um
It would set forth the mninmumrequirenents for the form and
content of the training programoutline and woul d establish
mnimumtraining programrequirenments. It also would permt
the provision of training in additional subject areas not
specified in the appendi x and woul d establish procedures for
the revision of an approved training provider's training
program The proposal also would describe the facilities,
equi pnent, material, and instructor requirenents necessary
to conduct an AMI(T) training program

The proposal woul d describe those student records that
woul d be required to be retained by the training provider
and the amount of credit the training provider could provide
to a student for previous training. It also would require
an approved training provider to furnish each student with a

statenent of graduation upon conpletion of the curricul um
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and, upon request, a record of training for any portion of
the training programthat has been conpl et ed.

The proposed appendi x would set forth notification
requirenents for training providers in the event of a change
of ownership, nanme, or location. It also would establish
standards for the conduct of instruction provided by
contract or agreenent. |In addition, the proposal would set
forth specific periods for the duration of a training
provider's approval and establish criteria for cancellation
and renewal of the approval.

8§ 147.23 Instructor requirenents

The proposal would anend current 8 147.23 to require
that an applicant for an aviation maintenance technician
school certificate and rating(s) provide the nunber of
instructors who hold appropriate AMI or AMI(T) certificates
wi th aviation mai ntenance instructor ratings, that the
Adm ni strator determ nes is necessary to provi de adequate
supervi sion of the students. Twelve nonths after the
effective date of the rule, at least 1 AMI with an aviation
mai nt enance instructor rating, or 1 AMI(T) with an aviation
mai nt enance instructor rating, would be required for every

25 students in each shop cl ass.
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8§ 147.36 Muai ntenance instructor requirenents

The proposal would anmend current 8 147.36 to require
t hat each avi ati on mai ntenance technician school, after
certification or addition of a rating, provide the nunber of
i nstructors who hold appropriate AMI certificates with
avi ati on mai ntenance instructor ratings or AMI(T)
certificates with aviation mai ntenance instructor ratings,
that the Adm nistrator determnes is necessary to provide
adequate instruction for the students. Twelve nonths after
the effective date of the rule, at least 1 AMI with an
avi ati on mai ntenance instructor rating, or 1 AMI(T) with an
avi ati on mai ntenance instructor rating, would be required

for every 25 students in each shop cl ass.

Paperwor k Reduction Act

Proposed 8§ 66.17 contains information collection
requi renents that are not contained in the current rule. As
requi red by the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(44 U S. C. 3507(d)), the FAA has submtted a copy of this
proposed section to the Ofice of Managenent and Budget
(OwB) for its review

The FAA needs the information to be collected to

determ ne the nunber of active AMI and AMI(T) certificate
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hol ders and to obtain current address information fromthese
personnel so that safety-related data can be quickly
distributed to these personnel when necessary. The FAA
estimates that the additional burden of collecting this
information during the first year of the proposed rule is
20,000 hours. One year after the effective date of the
proposed rule, this informati on woul d be updated by hol ders
of AMI and AMI(T) certificates once over a 48-nonth peri od.
The estinmated burden of collecting this information would be
reduced to 5,000 hours annually.

The FAA estimates that this proposal will affect
120,000 certificate holders during the first year of the
proposal and 30,000 certificate holders annually afterward.

Organi zations and individuals desiring to submt
comments on the information collection requirenent should
direct themto the Ofice of Information and Regul atory
Affairs, OVB, Room 1235, New Executive O fice Building,
Washi ngton, DC 20503; Attention: Desk Oficer for Federal
Avi ation Adm ni strati on. These comments shoul d refl ect
whet her the proposed collection is necessary; whether the
agency's estinmate of the burden is accurate; how the
quality, utility, and clarity of the information to be

coll ected can be enhanced; and how t he burden of the
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collection can be mnimzed. A copy of the comments should

be submtted to the FAA Rul es Docket.
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International Cvil Aviation Organization and Joint Aviation
Regul ati ons

In keeping with U.S. obligations under the Convention
on International Gvil Aviation (ICAO, it is FAA policy to
conply with | CAO Standards and Recormended Practices to the
maxi mum extent practicable. The FAA is not aware of any
differences that this proposal would present if adopted.
Any differences that nmay be presented in coments to this
proposal, however, will be taken into consideration.

Regul at ory Eval uati on Sunmary
Cost-Benefit Anal ysis

This section summari zes the full regul atory eval uation
prepared by the FAA that provides nore detailed estinates of
t he econom ¢ consequences of this regulatory action. This
summary and the full evaluation quantify, to the extent
practicable, estimated costs to the private sector,
consuners, Federal, State and | ocal governnents, as well as
anticipated benefits. The evaluation was conducted in
accordance wth Executive Order 12866, which directs that
each Federal agency can propose or adopt a regulation only
upon a reasoned determnation that the benefits of the

i ntended regulation justify the costs. This docunent al so
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includes an initial regulatory flexibility determ nation,
required by the Regulatory Flexibility Act of 1980, and an
international trade inpact assessnent, required by the

O fice of Managenent and Budget.

Thi s docunent is considered a "non-significant regulatory
action" under Executive Order 12866 and, therefore, has not
been reviewed by the Ofice of Managenent and Budget. This
docunent is al so considered non-significant under the
regul atory policies and procedures of the of the Departnent

of Transportation (44 FR 11034; February 2, 1979).
Cost s

This proposed rule would revise the regul ations that
prescribe the certification and training requirements for
mechani cs and repairnen. Current regul ati ons prescribing
these certification requirements do not reflect the
extensive differences in the maintenance skills required of
currently certificated personnel, the significant
t echnol ogi cal advances that have occurred in the aviation
i ndustry, and the enhancenents in training and instructional
nmet hods, that have affected all aviation maintenance
personnel. The proposed rule would consolidate and clarify

for aviation maintenance personnel all certification,
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training, experience, and currency requirenments in a newy
established 14 CFR part 66. This rul emaking would create
additional certificates and ratings, and would nodify the
privileges and limtations of current certificates to
respond nore closely to the current responsibilities of

avi ati on mai nt enance personnel. The proposed rule al so
woul d enhance the technical capabilities of, and increase
the | evel of professionalismanong, aviation maintenance
personnel by establishing new training requirenents.

The total quantifiable cost in second quarter 1996
dol lars was estimated at between $219 nillion and $404
mllion over ten years (between $153.8 mllion and $283. 8
mllion discounted). The cost range is a function of the
estimated range of affected nechanics. The total
guantifiable costs to all affected nmechanics for obtaining
an avi ation mai ntenance technician (transport) (AMI(T))
certificate were estimated at between $146 million and $293
mllion over ten years (between $102.5 and $207.8 nmillion
di scounted at 7 percent). The cost of the provision
relating to recurrent training would range between $73
mllion and $111 nmillion over ten years (between $51.3

mllion and $78.0 mllion, discounted).
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Cost Savi ngs
There are a nunmber of potential sources of cost savings

in the proposal. Inproved training is expected to increase
productivity between about $238 million and $595 nillion
(between $167.2 mllion and $417.9 nmillion, discounted over
ten years). Elimnation of course redundancy in the A& P
curriculumcoul d provide estimted cost savings between $166
mllion to $222 mllion over ten years (between $116.6
mllion and $155.9 million, discounted). Oher changes
coul d add approximately $18.1 mllion in cost savings over
ten years ($12.7 mllion, discounted). The total potential
cost savings would therefore range between $422.1 million
and $817.0 mllion total over ten years (between $296. 4
mllion and $573.8 mllion, discounted).

Based upon the | ow conpliance cost coupled with the
potential cost savings, the FAA concl udes that the proposed

rule is cost beneficial.
Initial Regulatory Flexibility Determ nation

The Regul atory Flexibility Act of 1980 (RFA) (Public Law
96- 354; Septenber 19, 1980) was enacted by Congress to
ensure that small entities are not unnecessarily and

di sproportionately burdened by governnent regulations. The
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RFA requires agencies to review rules that may have "a
significant cost inpact on a substantial nunber of small

entities."

Al'l of the major changes to the rules discussed in this
NPRM woul d af fect nechani cs and repai rnmen, who are
i ndividual s rather than business entities or governnent
entities. The revisions that inpact naintenance school s
woul d not exceed the cost-threshold level, as found in FAA
Order 2100.14A, “Requl atory Flexibility Criteria and
Gui dance” (Septenber 1986). Therefore, the FAA has
determ ned that the proposed revisions would not have a
significant econom c inpact on a substantial nunber of snall

entities.
I nternational Trade | npact

The proposed rule would not affect international trade
since the nechanics affected woul d not be enpl oyed by firns
whose operations are of an international scale.

Unf unded Mandat es Reform Act Assessnent

Thi s proposed rul e does not contain any Federal
i ntergovernnmental or private sector mandate. Therefore, the
requi renents of Title Il of the Unfunded Mandat es Ref orm Act

of 1995 do not apply.
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Federalism I nplications

The regul ati ons proposed herein will not have
substantial direct effects on the States, on the
rel ati onshi p between the national governnent and the States,
or on the distribution of power and responsibilities anong
various |l evels of governnent. Therefore, in accordance with
Executive Order 12612, it is determned that this proposal
woul d not have sufficient federalisminplications to warrant

the preparation of a Federalism Assessnent.

Cr oss- Ref erence

To identify the location in proposed part 66 where
present regul ations (or portions thereof) pertaining to
mechani cs and repai rnmen woul d be found, the foll ow ng
cross-reference list is provided. (Current 88 65.1
t hrough 65. 23, except for 8 65.3, would not be deleted from
part 65 as these sections would still pertain to those

ai rmen who woul d continue to be regulated by that part.)

ad New
65.1 . ... . . .. 66. 1
65.3 ... . 66. 3
65.11......... . ... . ... .. 66. 5
65.12 ... ... . .. 66. 27
65.13 ... .. ... 66. 7
65.15. ... ... . . L 66. 9
65.16......... ... ... ... 66. 13
65.17 ... .. ... 66. 21



65.
65.
65.
65.
65.
65.
65.
65.
65.
65.
65.
65.
65.
65.
65.
65.
65.
65.
65.
65.
65.
65.
65.
65.

18 .. 66. 23
19 ... 66. 25
20 . . . 66. 19
21 .. 66. 15
23 . 66. 29
71 ........ 66. 51 and 66. 101
73 ........ 66. 53 and 66. 103
75 . . . 66. 55
7 .. 66. 57
79 . 66. 59
80 ... .. . . 66. 61
81........ 66. 63 and 66. 109
83........ 66. 65 and 66. 111
85........ 66. 63 and 66. 109
87 ........ 66. 63 and 66. 109
89 ... . .. 66. 11
91 . ... ... . 66. 151
92 . . . 66. 153
93 . . . . 66. 155
O .. 66. 157
101 . ... .. . 66. 203
103 ... .. . 66. 211
104 ...... 66. 205 and 66. 213
105 . ... ... ... 66. 11

The following |ist shows where the proposal s contai ned

in this docunent can be found in current part 65:

New ad
66.1..... ... . . . ... 65.1
66.3 ... .. . .. 65. 3
66.5. ... . . ... 65. 11
66. 7 .. .. . . 65. 13
66.9 . ... .. ... . . 65. 15
66.11........ 65. 89 and 65. 105
66.13........ . ... .. ... .. 65. 16
66.15.. ... ... .. ... .. ... 65. 21
66.17 ... ... . ... New
66.19......... .. ... . ... 65. 20
66.21......... .. ... ... 65. 17
66.23 ... .. ... 65. 18
66.25 ... ... ... .. 65. 19
66.27 . ... ... 65. 12



66.29 ....... ... ... .. ... 65. 23

66.31........ ... ... New
66.51........... .. ... ... 65. 71
66.53 . ... ... .. ... 65. 73
66.55. ... .. ... .. 65. 75
66.57 . ... . ... 65. 77
66.59........ ... ... 65. 79
66.61................... 65. 80
66. 63 . 65.81, 65.85, and 65. 87
66.65......... .. .. ... ... 65. 83
66.67 ... ... . ... New
66.69.......... . .. .. .. ... New
66. 71 ... ... . ... New
66. 73 ... . .. New
66.101.................. 65. 71
66.103.................. 65. 73
66.105......... ... .. ... ... New
66.107 ...... ... .. .. .. ... ... New
66. 109 65.81, 65.85, and 65. 87
66.111.................. 65. 83
66.113.......... .. .. ... ... New
66.115......... ... .. ... ... New
66. 117 ...... ... .. .. .. .. ... New
66.119............ .. .. .... New
66.151.................. 65. 91
66.153.......... .. ...... 65. 92
66.155.......... .. .. .. .. 65. 93
66.157 . ....... ... ... 65. 95
66.201............ .. .. ... New
66.203................. 65. 101
66.205............ .. ... 65. 104
66.207 . ... ... New
66.209 .......... .. .. .. ... New
66.211................. 65. 103
66.213.......... .. .. ... 65. 104
66.215....... ... ... ... New

Li st of Subjects

14 CFR Part 65

Air traffic controllers, Aircraft, Airnen, Arports,

Al cohol abuse, Reporting and recordkeeping requirenents.
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14 CFR Part 66

Air safety, Air transportation, Aircraft, Airnen,
Al cohol abuse, Aviation safety, Drug abuse, Reporting and
recor dkeepi ng requirenents.

14 CFR Part 147

Aircraft, Airnmen, Educational facilities, Reporting and

recordkeepi ng requirenents, Schools.
The Proposed Anendnent

In consideration of the foregoing, the Federal Aviation
Adm ni stration proposes to anend Chapter | of 14 CFR as
fol |l ows:
PART 65 —CERTI FI CATI ON: Al R TRAFFI C CONTROL TOWNER
OPERATCORS, Al RCRAFT DI SPATCHERS, AND PARACHUTE RI GGERS

1. The heading for part 65 is revised to read as set
forth above.

2. The authority citation for part 65 continues to
read as foll ows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701-44703,
44707, 44709-44711, 45102-45103, 45301-45302.
865.1 [ Amended]

3. Section 65.1 is anended by renovi ng paragraphs (c)

and (d) and redesignating paragraph (e) as paragraph (c).
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8§ 65.3 [Renoved and reserved]

4. Section 65.3 is renoved and reserved.

5. Section 65.11 is anended by revising paragraphs (c)
and (d) to read as foll ows:

8§ 65.11 Application and issue.
ok kK %

(c) Unless authorized by the Adm nistrator, a person
whose air traffic control tower operator certificate or
parachute rigger certificate is suspended may not apply for
any rating to be added to that certificate during the period
of suspensi on.

(d) Unless the order of revocation provides otherw se,
a person whose air traffic control tower operator, aircraft
di spatcher, or parachute rigger certificate is revoked may
not apply for the sanme kind of certificate for 1 year after
the date of revocation

6. Section 65.15 is revised to read as foll ows:

8§ 65.15 Duration of certificates.

(a) Acertificate or rating issued under this part is

effective until it is surrendered, suspended, or revoked.

(b) The holder of a certificate issued under this part
that is suspended, revoked, or is no |longer effective, shal

return that certificate to the Adm ni strator.
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Subpart D [ Renoved and reserved].

Part 65, subpart D, consisting of 88 65.71

t hrough 65.95, is renoved and reserved.

Subpart E [ Renoved and reserved].

Part 65, subpart E, consisting of 88 65.101

t hrough 65. 105, is renoved and reserved.

Part 66 is added to read as foll ows:

PART 66 — CERTI FI CATI ON:  AVI ATI ON MAI NTENANCE PERSONNEL

Sec.

66.
66.

66.
66.
66.
66.
66.

66.
66.
66.

1

3

11

13

15
17

19

Subpart A —Ceneral

Applicability.

Certification of foreign aviation maintenance
personnel .

Application and issue.
Tenporary certificate.
Duration of certificates.
Di splay of certificate.

Change of nane: Replacenment of |ost or destroyed
certificate.

Change of address.
Periodic registration.
Applications, certificates, |ogbooks, reports, and

records: Falsification, reproduction, or
al teration.
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66.
66.

66.
66.
66.
66.

66.
66.
66.
66.
66.
66.

66.
66.
66.

66.

66.

66.

21

23

25
27
29
31

51
53
55
57
59
61

63
65
67

69

71

73

Tests: General procedure.

Know edge tests: Cheating or other unauthorized
conduct .

Retesting after failure.
O fenses involving al cohol or drugs.
Refusal to submt to a drug or al cohol test.

Wai vers: Policy and procedures.

Subpart B —Avi ation Mintenance Techni ci ans

Eligibility requirenments: GCeneral
Rat i ngs.

Aircraft rating: Know edge requirenents.
Aircraft rating: Experience requirenents.
Aircraft rating: Conpetency requirenents.

Certificated avi ati on nmi ntenance technici an
school students.

Aircraft rating: Privileges and limtations.

Aircraft rating: Recent experience requirenents.

Avi ation mai ntenance instructor rating:
Additional eligibility requirenents.

Avi ation mai ntenance instructor rating:
I nstructional know edge and profici ency.

Avi ation mai ntenance instructor rating:
Privileges and limtations.

Avi ation mai ntenance instructor rating: Recent
experience requirenents.
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Subpart C —Avi ati on Mii ntenance Technicians (Transport)
66. 101 Eligibility requirements: Ceneral.
66. 103 Rat i ngs.
66. 105 Transition to new certificates and ratings.

66. 107 Aircraft rating: Additional eligibility
requirenents.

66. 109 Aircraft rating: Privileges and limtations.
66. 111 Aircraft rating: Recent experience requirenents.
66. 113 Avi ation mai ntenance instructor rating:

Addi tional eligibility requirenents.

66. 115 Avi ation mai ntenance instructor rating:
Privileges and limtations.

66. 117 Avi ation mai ntenance instructor rating: Recent
experience requirenents.

66. 119 Avi ation mai ntenance technician (transport)
trai ning providers.

Subpart D —Inspection Authorizations

66. 151 Eligibility requirements: Ceneral.

66. 153 Duration of authorization.

66. 155 Renewal of authorization.

66. 157 Privileges and limtations.
Subpart E —Avi ation Repair Specialists

66. 201 Avi ation repair specialist certificates issued on
the basis of proficiency in a designated specialty
area (ARS-I): Eligibility.

66. 203 Avi ation repair specialist certificates issued on
the basis of enploynent (ARS-11): Eigibility.
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66. 205 Avi ation repair specialist certificates issued to
experinmental aircraft builders (ARS-I11):

Eligibility.
66. 207 Transition to new certificates.
66. 209 Avi ation repair specialist certificates issued on

the basis of proficiency in a designated specialty
area (ARS-1): Privileges and limtations.

66. 211 Avi ation repair specialist certificates issued on
the basis of enploynent (ARS-11): Privileges and
[imtations.

66.213 Avi ation repair specialist certificates issued to

experinmental aircraft builders (ARS-I11):
Privileges and imtations.

66. 215 Avi ation repair specialist certificates issued on

the basis of proficiency in a designated specialty
area (ARS-lI): Recent experience requirenents.

APPENDI X A TO PART 66 — AVI ATI ON MAI NTENANCE TECHNI Cl AN
( TRANSPORT) TRAI NI NG PROGRAM CURRI CULUM
REQUI REMENTS
Authority: 49 U.S. C. 106(g), 40113, 44701-44703,
44707, 44709-44711, 45102-45103, 45301-45302.
Subpart A —Ceneral
§ 66.1 Applicability.
(a) This part prescribes the requirenents for issuing
the certificates |isted in paragraph (b) of this section and
any associated rating or inspection authorization and the

general operating rules for holders of those certificates,

ratings, and inspection authorizations.
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(b) The followng certificates are issued under
this part:

(1) Aviation maintenance technician.

(2) Aviation maintenance technician (transport).

(3) Aviation repair specialist.

8§ 66.3 Certification of foreign aviation maintenance
personnel .

A person who is neither a U S. citizen nor a resident
alien is issued a certificate under subpart B or C of this
part, outside the United States, only when the Adm ni strator
finds that the certificate is needed for the operation or
continued airworthiness of a U S.-registered civil aircraft.
8§ 66.5 Application and issue.

(a) Application for a certificate, rating, or
i nspection authorization under this part nust be nade on a
formand in a manner prescribed by the Adm nistrator. Each
person who is neither a U S. citizen nor a resident alien
and who applies for a know edge or practical test to be
adm ni stered outside the United States or for any
certificate, rating, or inspection authorization issued
under this part nust show evidence that the fee prescribed

in appendix A to part 187 of this chapter has been paid.
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(b) An applicant who neets the requirenents of this
part is entitled to an appropriate certificate, rating, or
i nspection authorization.

(c) Unless authorized by the Adm nistrator, a person
whose avi ati on mai ntenance technician certificate, aviation
mai nt enance technician (transport) certificate, or aviation
repair specialist certificate is suspended may not apply for
any rating to be added to that certificate during the period
of suspensi on.

(d) Unless the order of revocation provides otherw se,
a person whose avi ation mai nt enance technician certificate,
avi ati on mai ntenance technician (transport) certificate, or
aviation repair specialist certificate is revoked may not
apply for any of these certificates for 1 year after the
date of revocation.

8§ 66.7 Tenporary certificate.

A certificate or rating effective for a period of not
nmore than 120 days may be issued to a qualified applicant,
pendi ng review of the applicant's qualifications and the
i ssuance by the Admi nistrator of the certificate or rating

for which the application was nade.

170



8 66.9 Duration of certificates.

(a) An aviation maintenance technician certificate, an
avi ati on mai ntenance technician (transport) certificate, an
aviation repair specialist certificate issued on the basis
of proficiency in a designated specialty area (ARS-1), an
aviation repair specialist certificate issued to an
experinmental aircraft builder (ARS-I111), or any rating
i ssued under this part is effective until it is surrendered,
suspended, or revoked.

(b) Unless it is sooner surrendered, suspended, or
revoked, an aviation repair specialist certificate issued on
the basis of enploynent (ARS-11) is effective until the
hol der of that certificate is relieved fromthe duties for
whi ch the hol der was enpl oyed and certificated.

(c) The holder of a certificate issued under this part
that is suspended, revoked, or no |onger effective, shal
return that certificate to the Adm ni strator.

8§ 66.11 Display of certificate.

Each person who hol ds an avi ati on mai nt enance
technician certificate, an aviation maintenance technician
(transport) certificate, or an aviation repair specialist
certificate shall keep it within the i medi ate area where

the person normally exercises the privileges of the
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certificate and shall present it for inspection upon the
request of the Adm nistrator or an authorized representative
of the National Transportation Safety Board, or of any
Federal, State, or |local |aw enforcement officer.

8 66.13 Change of nanme: Replacenent of |ost or destroyed
certificate.

(a) An application for a change of nanme on a
certificate issued under this part nust be acconpani ed by
the applicant's current certificate and the narri age
Iicense, court order, or other docunment verifying the
change. The docunents are returned to the applicant
after inspection.

(b) An application for replacenent of a |ost or
destroyed certificate is nade by letter to the Departnent
of Transportation, Federal Aviation Adm nistration,

Airman Certification Branch, Post Ofice Box 25082,
Ckl ahoma CGity, Oklahoma 73125. The letter nust—

(1) Contain the nanme in which the certificate was
i ssued, the permanent mailing address (including ZI P Code),
Social Security Nunmber (if any), and date and place of birth
of the certificate holder, and any available information
regardi ng the grade, nunber, and date of issue of the

certificate and the ratings on it; and
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(2) Be acconpani ed by a check or noney order for $2,
payable to the Federal Aviation Adm nistration.

(c) A person whose certificate issued under this part
has been | ost may obtain a telegramor facsimle fromthe
Federal Aviation Admnistration confirmng that it was
issued. The telegramor facsimle may be carried as a
certificate for a period not to exceed 90 days, pending the
recei pt of a duplicate certificate under paragraph (b) of
this section, unless the person has been notified that the
certificate has been suspended or revoked. The request for
such a telegramor facsimle may be nade by prepaid tel egram
or facsimle, stating the date on which a duplicate
certificate was requested, or including the request for a
duplicate and a noney order for the appropriate anount. The
request for a telegraphic or facsimle certificate should be
sent to the office prescribed in paragraph (b) of
this section.

8§ 66.15 Change of address.

The hol der of a certificate issued under this part who
has made a change in permanent mailing address may not,
after 30 days fromthat date, exercise the privileges of the
certificate unless the holder has notified, in witing, the

Department of Transportation, Federal Aviation
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Adm ni stration, Airman Certification Branch, Post Ofice
Box 25082, Oklahoma Cty, Oklahoma 73125, of the new
addr ess.

8§ 66.17 Periodic registration.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this
section, the holder of an aviation maintenance technician
certificate or an avi ation mai ntenance technician
(transport) certificate shall, before the |ast day of the
12t h cal endar nonth after [effective date of final rule],
and before the |ast day of each 48-cal endar-nonth period
thereafter, notify, in a formand manner prescribed by the
Adm ni strator, the Departnent of Transportation, Federal
Avi ation Adm nistration, Airman Certification Branch,

Post O fice Box 25082, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73125, of his
or her current mailing address.

(b) The hol der of an aviation maintenance technician
certificate or an avi ati on mai ntenance technician
(transport) certificate need not conply with the
notification provisions of paragraph (a) of this section if
the hol der has, within the sanme 12- or 48-cal endar-nonth
period for which a notification was required in

paragraph (a) of this section—
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(1) Been issued a certificate, rating, or inspection
aut hori zation under the provisions of this part;

(2) Been issued an airman nedical certificate under
the provisions of part 67 of this chapter; or

(3) Notified the Departnent of Transportation, Federal
Avi ation Adm nistration, Airman Certification Branch,

Post O fice Box 25082, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73125, under
t he provisions of § 66.13 or § 66. 15.

(c) The holder of an aviation maintenance technician
certificate or an avi ation mai ntenance technician
(transport) certificate issued under this part, who has not
conplied with the requirenents of this section may not
exercise the privileges of the certificate until the
notification required by this section has been nade.

8 66.19 Applications, certificates, |ogbooks, reports, and
records: Falsification, reproduction, or alteration.

(a) No person may nake or cause to be made—

(1) Any fraudulent or intentionally false statenent on
any application for a certificate, rating, or inspection
aut hori zation under this part;

(2) Any fraudulent or intentionally false entry in any
| ogbook, record, or report that is required to be kept,

made, or used to show conpliance with any requirenent for
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any certificate, rating, or inspection authorization under
this part;

(3) Any reproduction, for fraudul ent purpose, of any
certificate, rating, or inspection authorization under this
part; or

(4) Any alteration of any certificate, rating, or
i nspection authorization under this part.

(b) The comm ssion by any person of an act prohibited
under paragraph (a) of this section is a basis for
suspendi ng or revoking any airman certificate, rating, or
i nspection authorization held by that person.

§ 66.21 Tests: General procedure.

(a) Tests prescribed by or under this part are given
at tinmes and places, and by persons, designated by the
Adm ni strator.

(b) The m ni mum passing grade for each test is
70 percent.

8§ 66.23 Know edge tests: Cheating or other unauthorized
conduct .

(a) Except as authorized by the Adm nistrator, no
person may—
(1) Copy, or intentionally renove, a know edge test

under this part;
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(2) Gve to another, or receive from another, any part
or copy of that test;

(3) Gve help on that test to, or receive help on that
test from any person during the period that the test is
bei ng gi ven;

(4) Take any part of that test on behal f of
anot her person;

(5 Use any material or aid during the period that the
test is being given; or

(6) Intentionally cause, assist, or participate in any
act prohibited by this paragraph (a).

(b) No person who commits an act prohibited by
paragraph (a) of this sectionis eligible for any airman or
ground instructor certificate, rating, or inspection
aut hori zation under this chapter for a period of 1 year
after the date of that act. In addition, the comm ssion of
that act is a basis for suspending or revoking any airmn or
ground instructor certificate, rating, or inspection
aut hori zation held by that person.

8§ 66.25 Retesting after failure.

An applicant for a know edge, oral, or practical test

for a certificate, rating, or inspection authorization under

this part, may apply for retesti ng—
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(a) After 30 days after the date the applicant failed
the test; or

(b) Before the 30 days have expired if the applicant
presents a signed statenment froman ai rman hol ding the
certificate, rating, or inspection authorization sought by
the applicant, which certifies that the airman has given the
applicant additional instruction in each of the subjects
failed and that the airman considers the applicant ready
for retesting.

8 66.27 O fenses involving al cohol or drugs.

(a) A conviction for the violation of any Federal or
State statute relating to the grow ng, processing,
manuf acture, sale, disposition, possession, transportation,
or inportation of narcotic drugs, marihuana, or depressant
or stimulant drugs or substances, is grounds for—

(1) Denial of an application for any certificate,
rating, or inspection authorization issued under this part
for a period of up to 1 year after the date of final
conviction; or

(2) Suspension or revocation of any certificate,
rating, or inspection authorization issued under this part.

(b) The comm ssion of an act prohibited by 8§ 91.19(a)

of this chapter is grounds for—
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(1) Denial of an application for a certificate,
rating, or inspection authorization issued under this part
for a period of up to 1 year after the date of that act; or

(2) Suspension or revocation of any certificate,
rating, or inspection authorization issued under this part.
8 66.29 Refusal to submt to a drug or al cohol test.

(a) This section applies to an enpl oyee who perforns a
function listed in appendix | or appendix J to part 121 of
this chapter directly or by contract for a certificate
hol der operating under part 121 or part 135 of this chapter,
or an operator as defined in 8 135.1(c) of this chapter.

(b) Refusal by the holder of a certificate issued
under this part to take a drug test required under the
provi sions of appendix | to part 121 of this chapter or an
al cohol test required under the provisions of appendix J to
part 121 of this chapter, is grounds for—

(1) Denial of an application for any certificate,
rating, or inspection authorization issued under this part
for a period of up to 1 year after the date of that refusal;
and

(2) Suspension or revocation of any certificate,

rating, or inspection authorization issued under this part.
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8 66.31 Wiivers: Policy and procedures.

(a) If the Admnistrator finds that the hol der can
safely exercise the privileges of the certificate and
rating, the Adm nistrator may issue any certificate or
associ ated rating, specified under the provisions of this
part, that authorizes the holder to exercise the privileges
and limtations of the certificate and rating in deviation
from 88 66.51(b), 66.57, 66.201(b), and 66.203(b).

(b) An application for a certificate and rati ng,

i ssued under the provisions of paragraph (a) of this
section, shall be made on a formand in a manner prescribed
by the Adm nistrator and nust be submtted to FAA
Headquarters, Flight Standards Service, Aircraft Mintenance
Di vi si on (AFS-300), 800 I ndependence Avenue SW, Washi ngton,
DC 20591

(c) Acertificate or any associated rating, issued
under the provisions of paragraph (a) of this section, is
effective as specified in the certificate and rating.

Subpart B —Avi ation Mintenance Techni ci ans
8§ 66.51 Eligibility requirenents: GCeneral.

An applicant for an aviation mai ntenance technician

certificate and any associated rating nust—

(a) Be at least 18 years of age;
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(b) Denonstrate the ability to read, wite, speak, and
understand the English | anguage by readi ng and expl ai ni ng
appropriate mai nt enance publications and by witing defect
and repair statenents. |If the applicant is unable to neet
any of these requirenments because of nedical reasons, the
Adm ni strator may place such limtations on that applicant's
certificate as are necessary for the safe maintenance,
preventive mai ntenance, or alteration of aircraft;

(c) Conply with the know edge, experience, and
conpetency requirenents prescribed for the rating sought;

(d) Conply with any additional eligibility
requi renents specified for the rating sought; and

(e) Pass all of the prescribed tests for the rating
sought, within a period of 24 nonths.

§ 66.53 Ratings.

The following ratings are issued under this subpart:

(a) Aircraft.

(b) Aviation maintenance instructor.

8 66.55 Aircraft rating: Know edge requirenents.

(a) Except as specified in 8 66.61(a), each applicant
for an aviation mai ntenance technician certificate with an
aircraft rating nust, after neeting the applicable

requi renents of 8 66.57, pass the applicable know edge tests
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covering the construction and mai nt enance of aircraft
appropriate to the certificate and rating, the regul ations
in this subpart, and the relevant provisions of this
chapter.

(b) Except as specified in 8 66.61(a), each applicant
must pass all applicable know edge tests before applying for
the oral and practical tests prescribed by 8 66.59. A
report of the know edge tests wll be nade available to the
appl i cant.

8 66.57 Aircraft rating: Experience requirenents.

Each applicant for an avi ation mai ntenance technici an
certificate with an aircraft rating nust present—

(a) An appropriate graduation certificate or a
certificate of conpletion froma certificated aviation
mai nt enance technici an school; or

(b) Docunentary evidence, acceptable to the
Adm ni strator, of at |east 5,000 hours of practical
experience with the procedures, practices, materials, tools,
machi ne tools, and equi pnent generally used in constructing,
mai ntaining, or altering aircraft.

8 66.59 Aircraft rating: Conpetency requirenents.
Each applicant for an avi ation mai ntenance technician

certificate wwth an aircraft rating nust denonstrate

182



conpetency in performng tasks appropriate to the
certificate sought by passing both an oral and a practical
test. These tests will be based on the subjects covered by
t he know edge tests for the certificate and rating.

8§ 66.61 Certificated aviation nmi ntenance technici an
school students.

(a) \Wenever an aviation nai ntenance technician school
certificated under part 147 of this chapter denonstrates to
an FAA inspector that one of its students has nade
sati sfactory progress at the school and is prepared to take
the oral and practical tests prescribed by §8 66.59, that
student may take those tests during the final subjects of
that student's training in the approved curricul um before
meeting the applicable experience requirenents of § 66.57
and before passing the knowl edge tests prescri bed by
8 66. 55.

(b) An applicant for an aviation maintenance
technician certificate and rating under this part who has
successfully conpleted all applicable know edge tests is
considered to neet the know edge, experience, and conpetency
requi renents prescribed for the rating sought if the
applicant applies within 90 days after graduation from an

avi ati on mai nt enance techni ci an school, certificated under
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part 147 of this chapter, that is specifically authorized by
the Adm nistrator to test applicants on the conpetency
requirenents for the certificate and rating sought.

8§ 66.63 Aircraft rating: Privileges and [imtations.

(a) Except as specified in paragraph (d) of this
section, a certificated aviation nmaintenance technician
with an aircraft rating may performthe maintenance,
preventive mai ntenance, or alteration to any aircraft,
airfranme, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, conponent,
or part thereof, and any additional duties in accordance
with 8§ 66.157.

(b) Except as specified in paragraph (d) of this
section, a certificated aviation nmaintenance technician
with an aircraft rating may supervi se the maintenance,
preventive mai ntenance, or alteration of, or after
i nspection, approve for return to service, any aircraft,
airfranme, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, conponent,
or part thereof provided the aviation maintenance
t echni ci an, has—

(1) Satisfactorily perfornmed the work at an
earlier date,

(2) Denonstrated the ability to performthe work to

the satisfaction of the Adm ni strator;

184



(3) Received training acceptable to the Adm ni strator
on the tasks to be perforned; or

(4) Performed the work whil e working under the direct
supervision of a certificated aviation mai ntenance
technician, certificated aviation maintenance technician
(transport), or a certificated aviation repair specialist,
who has—

(1) Had previous experience in the specific operation
concer ned; or

(11) Received training acceptable to the Adm ni strator
on the tasks to be perforned.

(c) Except as specified in paragraph (d) of this
section, a certificated aviation nai ntenance technician with
an aircraft rating may performthe 100-hour inspection
required by part 91 of this chapter on any aircraft,
airfranme, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, conponent,
or part thereof, and approve that aircraft, airfrane,
aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, conponent, or part
for return to service.

(d) A certificated aviation mai ntenance technician

with an aircraft rating nmay not—
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(1) Approve for return to service any aircraft
certificated under part 25 or part 29 of this chapter except
after the performance of —

(i) Those tasks specified in paragraph (c) of
appendi x A to part 43 of this chapter; or

(i) Oher tasks specified by the Adm nistrator;

(2) Performor supervise (unless under the direct
supervision and control of a repair station certificated
under part 145 of this chapter or of an air carrier
operating under part 121 or part 135 of this chapter)—

(i) A mjor repair or major alteration of a propeller;
or

(i) Any repair or alteration of instrunments other
than a horizontal-card liquid-filled conpass;

(3) Approve for return to service—

(1) Any aircraft, airfranme, aircraft engine,
propel |l er, appliance, conponent, or part thereof after
conpletion of a major repair or major alteration; or

(1i) Any instrunent other than a horizontal-card
liquid-filled conpass after conpletion of any repair
or alteration;

(4) Exercise the privileges of the certificate unless

the avi ati on mai nt enance techni ci an under st ands the current
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instructions for continued airworthiness and the mai ntenance
instructions for the specific operation concerned.
8§ 66.65 Aircraft rating: Recent experience requirenents.

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs (b) and (c) of
this section, a certificated aviation maintenance technician
with an aircraft rating may not exercise the privileges of
the aircraft rating unless the aviation maintenance
t echni ci an has—

(1) For at least 6 nonths within the preceding
24 nont hs—

(1) Served as an aviation maintenance technician;

(1i) Served under the supervision of a certificated
avi ati on mai ntenance technician or aviation maintenance
technician (transport);

(ti1) Technically supervised other aviation
mai nt enance techni ci ans;

(tv) Provided aviation maintenance instruction or
served as the direct supervisor of persons providing
avi ati on mai ntenance instruction for an aviation maintenance
techni ci an course or program acceptable to the

Adm ni strator;
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(v) Supervised, in an executive capacity, the
mai nt enance, preventive mai ntenance, or alteration of any
aircraft, airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance,
conponent, or part thereof; or

(vi) Been engaged in any conbi nation of
paragraphs (a)(1)(i) through (a)(1)(v) of this section; and

(2) Wthin the preceding 24 nont hs—

(1) Successfully conpleted an aviation mai ntenance
techni ci an refresher course, inspection authorization
refresher course, or other course of instruction acceptable
to the Adm nistrator and appropriate to the duties of an
avi ati on mai ntenance technici an;

(1i) Perfornmed mai ntenance or preventive maintenance
for a certificate holder having a maintenance and preventive
mai nt enance training programas required under 8§ 121.375 or
§ 135.433 of this chapter;

(ti1) Performed mai ntenance or preventive mai nt enance
for a U S -certificated repair station that perforns work in
accordance with 8 145.2(a) of this chapter or conducts a
mai nt enance and preventive mai ntenance training program or

(tv) Provided aviation mai ntenance instruction, or
served as the direct supervisor of persons providing

avi ati on mai nt enance instruction, for an aviation
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mai nt enance training course or program acceptable to the
Adm ni strator in which instruction is provided in the

mai nt enance, preventive mai ntenance, or alteration of any
aircraft, airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance,
conponent, or part thereof.

(b) A certificated aviation mai ntenance technician who
has not nmet the requirenents of paragraph (a) of this
section may exercise the privileges of the certificate and
rating (including for conpensation or hire) if, within the
precedi ng 24 nont hs—

(1) The aviation maintenance technician has
successfully conpleted a requalification course acceptable
to the Admnistrator; or

(2) The Adm nistrator has found the aviation
mai nt enance technician conpetent to exercise the privileges
of the certificate.

(c) Acertificated aviation mai ntenance technician who
has nmet the requirenments of paragraph (a)(1l) of this
section, but has not net the requirenents specified in
paragraph (a)(2) or (b) of this section nay exercise the
privileges of the certificate and rating, but not for

conpensation or hire.
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8§ 66.67 Aviation maintenance instructor rating: Additional
eligibility requirenents.

(a) An applicant for an aviation naintenance
technician certificate with an avi ati on mai nt enance
instructor rating nmust—

(1) Hold a current and valid aviation mai ntenance
technician certificate, with an aircraft rating, that has
been in effect for a total of at |east 3 years;

(2) Have been actively engaged, for at |east the
2-year period before the date of application, in maintaining
aircraft in accordance with this chapter; and

(3) Wthin 24 nonths of the date of application, pass
a know edge test on the subjects in which instruction is
requi red under 8§ 66.69, at the time of applicati on—

(1) Hold a current and valid ground instructor or
flight instructor certificate,;

(1i) Present an appropriate graduation certificate, a
certificate of conpletion, or other docunmentary evidence
acceptable to the Adm nistrator, that denonstrates the award
of a degree in education, vocational education, technical
educati on, or occupational education froman accredited

institution; or
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(ti1) Hold a current and valid State teaching
certificate, acceptable to the Admnistrator, that requires
the holder to obtain proficiency in the subjects specified
in 8 66.69.

(b) Before [effective date of final rule], an
appl i cant who can present evidence acceptable to the
Adm ni strator, that he or she has served as an aviation
mai nt enance instructor, or as the supervisor of aviation
mai nt enance instructors at an aviation nmai ntenance school
certificated under part 147 of this chapter, need not conply
with the requirenents of paragraph (a)(3) of this section.

8 66.69 Aviation maintenance instructor rating:
I nstructional know edge and proficiency.

An applicant for an aviation maintenance technician
certificate with an avi ation mai ntenance instructor rating
nmust satisfactorily denonstrate instructional know edge and
proficiency in the foll ow ng subjects:

(a) The | earning process.

(b) Elenents of effective teaching.

(c) Student evaluation and testing.

(d) Course devel opnent.

(e) Lesson planning.

(f) dassroomtraining techniques.
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8§ 66.71 Aviation maintenance instructor rating: Privileges
and limtations.

A certificated aviation maintenance technician with an
avi ati on mai ntenance instructor rati ng—

(a) My serve as an aviation mai ntenance instructor
under the provisions of 88 147.23 and 147.36 of this
chapter; and

(b) My only exercise the privileges of that rating
when holding a current and valid aviati on mai nt enance
technician certificate with an aircraft rating.

8§ 66.73 Aviation maintenance instructor rating: Recent
experience requirenents.

A certificated aviation maintenance technician wth an
avi ation mai ntenance instructor rating may not exercise the
privileges of that rating unless within the precedi ng
24 nonths the individual —

(a) Has provided 300 hours of aviation naintenance
i nstruction;

(b) Has, for a period of 300 hours, supervised other
avi ati on mai ntenance instructors;

(c) Has successfully conpleted an avi ati on mai nt enance
techni ci an refresher course or other course of instruction
acceptable to the Adm nistrator and appropriate to the

duties of an avi ati on mai nt enance i nstructor; or
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(d) The Adm nistrator has determ ned that the aviation
mai nt enance technician neets the standards prescribed in
this part for the issuance of the aviation maintenance
technician certificate with the aviation mai ntenance
i nstructor rating.

Subpart C —Avi ati on Mi ntenance Technicians (Transport)
8§ 66.101 Eligibility requirenents: General.

An applicant for an aviation mai ntenance technician
(transport) certificate, nust—

(a) Hold a current and valid aviation mai nt enance
technician certificate with an aircraft rating; and

(b) Conply with any additional eligibility
requi renents specified for the rating sought.

§ 66.103 Ratings.
The following ratings are issued under this subpart:
(a) Aircraft.

(b) Aviation maintenance instructor.
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8§ 66.105 Transition to new certificates and ratings.

(a) A nechanic certificate with airframe and
power pl ant ratings that was issued before, and was valid on
[date 12 nonths after the effective date of final rule], is
equal to an aviation maintenance technician (transport)
certificate with an aircraft rating and nmay be exchanged for
such a corresponding certificate and rating.

(b) The holder of a current and valid nechanic
certificate with an airframe rating may exercise the
privileges specified in 8 66.109; however, the hol der may
not approve the powerplant or propeller of any aircraft
certificated under this chapter and any rel ated appliance,
conponent, or part thereof, for return to service.

(c) The holder of a current and valid nechanic
certificate with a powerplant rating may exercise the
privileges specified in 8 66.109 of this part; however, the
hol der may not approve the airframe of any aircraft
certificated under this chapter and any rel ated appli ance,
conponent, or part thereof, for return to service.

8§ 66.107 Aircraft rating: Additional eligibility
requirenents.

An applicant for an aviation maintenance technician

(transport) certificate wwth an aircraft rating nmust present
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an appropriate graduation certificate, a certificate of

conpl etion, or other docunentary evidence acceptable to the
Adm ni strator, that denonstrates the satisfactory conpletion
of —

(a) An aviation maintenance technician (transport)
training program adm nistered by an approved training
provider, that neets the requirenents of appendix Ato
this part;

(b) An aviation nmaintenance technician (transport)
trai ni ng program approved under part 147 of this chapter
that nmeets the requirenents of paragraph (d) of appendix A
to this part; or

(c) A training program approved under part 121,
subpart L, or part 135, subpart J, of this chapter that
nmeets the requirenments of paragraph (d) of appendix Ato
this part.

8§ 66.109 Aircraft rating: Privileges and |limtations.

(a) Except as specified in paragraph (d) of this
section, a certificated aviation nmaintenance technician
(transport) with an aircraft rating may perform mai nt enance,
preventive mai ntenance, or alteration on any aircraft,

airfranme, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, or
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conponent part thereof, and any additional duties in
accordance wwth § 66.157.

(b) Except as specified in paragraph (d) of this
section, a certificated aviation nmaintenance technician
(transport) may supervise the mai ntenance, preventive
mai nt enance, or alteration of, and after inspection approve
for return to service, any aircraft, airfranme, aircraft
engi ne, propeller, appliance, conponent, or part thereof,
provi ded the aviation mai ntenance technician (transport)
has—

(1) Satisfactorily perfornmed the work at an
earlier date,

(2) Denonstrated the ability to performthe work to
the satisfaction of the Adm nistrator;

(3) Received training acceptable to the Adm ni strator
on the tasks to be perforned; or

(4) Performed the work whil e working under the direct
supervision of a certificated aviation mai ntenance
technician, certificated aviation maintenance technician
(transport), or certificated aviation repair specialist
who has—

(1) Had previous experience in the specific operation

concerned; or
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(11) Received training acceptable to the Adm ni strator
on the tasks to be perforned.

(c) Except as specified in paragraph (d) of this
section, a certificated aviation nmaintenance technician
(transport) may performthe 100-hour inspection required by
part 91 of this chapter on any aircraft, airframe, aircraft
engi ne, propeller, appliance, conponent, or part thereof,
and approve the aircraft, airfrane, aircraft engine,
propel | er, appliance, conponent, or part for return to
servi ce.

(d) A certificated aviation mai ntenance technician
(transport) with an aircraft rating my not—

(1) Performor supervise (unless under the direct
supervision and control of a repair station certificated
under part 145 of this chapter or of an air carrier
operating under part 121 or part 135 of this chapter)—

(i) A mjor repair or major alteration of a propeller;
or

(1i) Any repair or alteration of instrunents, other
than a horizontal-card liquid-filled conpass;

(2) Approve for return to service—
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(1) Any aircraft, airfranme, aircraft engine,
propel l er, appliance, conponent, or part thereof after
conpletion of a major repair or major alteration; or

(1i) Any instrunent other than a horizontal-card
liquid-filled conpass after conpletion of any repair
or alteration;

(3) Exercise the privileges of the certificate unless
the avi ati on mai ntenance technician (transport) understands
the current instructions for continued airworthiness and the
mai nt enance instructions for the specific operation
concer ned.

8§ 66.111 Aircraft rating: Recent experience requirenents.

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs (b) and (c) of
this section, a certificated aviation mai ntenance technician
(transport) with an aircraft rating may not exercise the
privileges of the aircraft rating unless the aviation
mai nt enance technician (transport) has—

(1) For at least 6 nonths within the preceding
24 nont hs—

(1) Served as an aviation maintenance technician
(transport) engaged in the maintenance, preventive
mai nt enance, or alteration of aircraft certificated under

part 25 or part 29 of this chapter, or of any airfrane,
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aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, conponent, or
part thereof;

(1i) Served under the supervision of a certificated
avi ation mai nt enance technician (transport) engaged in the
mai nt enance, preventive nai ntenance, or alteration of
aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 29 of this
chapter, or of any airfranme, aircraft engine, propeller,
appl i ance, conponent, or part thereof;

(ti1) Technically supervised other aviation
mai nt enance techni cians or aviation mai ntenance technicians
(transport) engaged in the maintenance, preventive
mai nt enance, or alteration of aircraft certificated under
part 25 or part 29 of this chapter, or of any airfrane,
aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, conponent, or
part thereof;

(tv) Provided aviation mai ntenance instruction or
served as the direct supervisor of persons providing
avi ati on mai ntenance instruction for an aviation maintenance
trai ning course or program acceptable to the Adm ni strator,
in which instruction is provided in the maintenance,
preventive mai ntenance, or alteration of aircraft

certificated under part 25 or part 29 of this chapter, or of
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any airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance,
conponent, or part thereof;

(v) Supervised, in an executive capacity, the
mai nt enance, preventive mai ntenance, or alteration of
aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 29 of this
chapter, or of any airfranme, aircraft engine, propeller,
appl i ance, conponent, or part thereof; or

(vi) Been engaged in any conbi nation of
par agraphs (a)(1) (i) through (a)(1)(v) of this section; and

(2) Wthin the preceding 24 nont hs—

(1) Successfully conpleted an avi ati on mai ntenance
technician (transport) refresher course, inspection
aut hori zation refresher course, or course of instruction
acceptable to the Adm nistrator and appropriate to the
duties of an aviation mai ntenance technician (transport);

(1i) Perfornmed mai ntenance or preventive maintenance
for a certificate holder with a nai ntenance and preventive
mai nt enance training programrequired under 8§ 121.375 or
§ 135.433 of this chapter;

(ti1) Performed mai ntenance or preventive mai nt enance
for a U S -certificated repair station that perforns work in
accordance with 8 145.2(a) of this chapter or conducts a

mai nt enance and preventive mai ntenance training program or
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(tv) Provided aviation maintenance instruction or
served as the direct supervisor of persons providing
avi ati on mai ntenance instruction for an aviation maintenance
trai ning course or program acceptable to the Adm ni strator,
in which instruction is provided in the maintenance,
preventive mai ntenance, or alteration of aircraft, or of any
airframe, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, conponent,
or part thereof.

(b) A certificated aviation maintenance technician
(transport) who has not met the requirenents of
paragraph (a) of this section may exercise the privileges of
the certificate and rating (including for conpensation or
hire) if, within the preceding 24 nont hs—

(1) The aviation maintenance technician (transport)
has successfully conpleted a requalification course
acceptable to the Adm nistrator; or

(2) The Adm nistrator has found that the aviation
mai nt enance technician (transport) is conpetent to exercise
the privileges of the certificate.

(c) A certificated aviation maintenance technician
(transport) who has net the requirenments of paragraph (a)(1)
of this section, but has not net the requirenents specified

in paragraph (a)(2) or (b) of this section, may exercise the
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privileges of the certificate and rating, but not for
conpensation or hire.

(d) The hol der of an aviation maintenance technician
(transport) certificate wwth an aircraft rating, who has not
met the recent experience requirenments of this section but
has nmet the recent experience requirenments of 8 66.65 for
t he hol der of an avi ation mai ntenance technician certificate
with an aircraft rating, nmay exercise the privileges of an
avi ation mai ntenance technician certificate wwth an aircraft
rating until the recent experience requirenents of this
section have been net.

8§ 66.113 Aviation maintenance instructor rating:
Additional eligibility requirenents.

(a) An applicant for an aviation naintenance
technician (transport) certificate with an aviation
mai nt enance instructor rating nmust—

(1) Hold a current and valid aviation maintenance
technician (transport) certificate with an aircraft rating
that has been in effect for a total of at |east 3 years;

(2) Have been actively engaged, for at |east the
2-year period before the date of application, in maintaining

aircraft in accordance with this chapter; and

202



(3) Wthin 24 nonths of the date of application, pass
a know edge test on the subjects in which instruction is
required under 8 66.69 or, at the tine of application—

(1) Hold a current and valid ground instructor or
flight instructor certificate; or

(1i) Present an appropriate graduation certificate, a
certificate of conpletion, or other docunmentary evidence
acceptable to the Adm nistrator, that denonstrates the award
of a degree in education, vocational education, technical
educati on, or occupational education, froman accredited
institution; or

(ti1) Hold a current and valid State teaching
certificate, acceptable to the Admnistrator, that requires
the holder to obtain proficiency in the subjects specified
in 8 66.69.

(b) A person who neets the requirenments for the
i ssuance of an avi ation mai ntenance technician (transport)
certificate with an aircraft rating and who holds a current
and valid aviation maintenance technician certificate with
aircraft and avi ati on nmai ntenance instructor ratings need
not conply with the requirenents of paragraph (a) of this

section and will be issued an avi ati on mai nt enance
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technician (transport) certificate with aircraft and

avi ati on mai ntenance instructor ratings upon application.
(c) Before [date 12 nonths after the effective date of

the final rule], an applicant who can present evidence

acceptable to the Adm nistrator, that he or she has served

as an avi ation mai ntenance instructor or as the supervisor

of aviation maintenance instructors at an aviation

mai nt enance school certificated under part 147 of this

chapter need not conply with the requirenments of paragraph

(a)(3) of this section.

8§ 66.115 Aviation maintenance instructor rating:
Privileges and limtations.

A certificated aviation maintenance technician
(transport) with an avi ati on mai ntenance instructor rating—

(a) My serve as an aviation mai ntenance instructor
under the provisions of 88 147.23 and 147.36 of this
chapter; and

(b) My only exercise the privileges of that rating
when holding a current and valid aviation mai ntenance

technician (transport)certificate with an aircraft rating.
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8§ 66.117 Aviation maintenance instructor rating: Recent
experience requirenents.

(a) A certificated aviation mai ntenance technician
(transport) with an aviation maintenance instructor rating
may not exercise the privileges of that rating
unl ess within the preceding 24 nonths the individual —

(1) Has provided 300 hours of aviation maintenance
i nstruction;

(2) Has for a period of 300 hours supervised ot her
avi ati on mai ntenance instructors;

(3) Has successfully conpleted an avi ati on mai nt enance
technician (transport) refresher course or other course of
instruction acceptable to the Adm nistrator and appropriate
to the duties of an aviation nmaintenance instructor; or

(4) The Adm nistrator has determ ned that the aviation
mai nt enance technician (transport) neets the standards
prescribed in this part for the issuance of the aviation
mai nt enance technician (transport) certificate with the
avi ati on mai ntenance instructor rating.

(b) The hol der of an aviation maintenance technician
(transport) certificate with an avi ati on mai nt enance
instructor rating who has not net the recent experience

requi renments of this section but has net the recent
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experience requirenents of 8 66.73 for the holder of an

avi ati on mai ntenance technician certificate wwth an avi ation
mai nt enance instructor rating, may exercise the privileges
of an aviation mai ntenance technician certificate with the
avi ati on mai ntenance instructor rating until the recent
experience requirenents of this section have been net.

8 66.119 Aviation maintenance technician (transport)
trai ning providers.

(a) Except as specified in paragraph (b) of this
section, an applicant for approval as a provider of an
avi ati on mai ntenance technician (transport) training program
specified in 8§ 66.107(a) must —

(1) Submt a witten request for approval to the
Adm ni strator; and

(2) Conply with the requirenents of appendix Ato
this part.

(b) An applicant for approval as a provider of an
avi ati on mai ntenance technician (transport) training program
that is a certificate holder operating under part 121 or
part 135 of this chapter, an avi ation mai ntenance technician
school certificated under part 147 of this chapter, or a
repair station that perfornms maintenance, preventive

mai nt enance, or alterations under 8 145.2(a) of this
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chapter, nust conply with paragraph (a)(1l) of this section
and submt evidence acceptable to the Adm ni strator, that
shows the training programneets the requirenents of
paragraph (d) of appendix A to this part.

Subpart D —Inspection Authorizations
8§ 66.151 Eligibility requirenents: General.

(a) To be eligible for an inspection authorization, an
appl i cant nust —

(1) Hold a current and valid aviation mai nt enance
technician certificate or aviation maintenance technician
(transport) certificate;

(2) Have held a current and valid aviation mai ntenance
technician certificate or aviation maintenance technician
(transport) certificate for a total of at |east 3 years;

(3) Have been actively engaged, for at |east the
2-year period before the date of application, in the
mai nt enance of aircraft certificated and nmaintained in
accordance with this chapter

(4) Have a fixed base of operations at which the
applicant nmay be located in person or by tel ephone during a
nor mal wor ki ng week but which need not be the place where

the applicant will exercise inspection authority;
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(5) Have avail able the equipnent, facilities, and
i nspection data necessary to properly inspect airfranes,
aircraft engines, propellers, or any rel ated conponent,
part, or appliance;

(6) Pass a know edge test that denonstrates the
certificate holder's ability to inspect according to safety
standards for approving aircraft for return to service after
maj or and mnor repairs, nmajor and mnor alterations, annual
i nspections, and progressive inspections, which are
performed under part 43 of this chapter; and

(7) Successfully conplete an inspection authorization
refresher course acceptable to the Adm nistrator, of not
| ess than 8 hours of instruction during the 12-nonth period
precedi ng the application.

(b) An applicant intending to inspect and approve for
return to service any aircraft certificated under part 25 or
part 29 of this chapter, except those aircraft maintained in
accordance with a continuous airworthiness maintenance
program approved under part 121 of this chapter nmust—

(1) Hold a current and valid aviation mai ntenance
technician (transport) certificate; and

(2) Have been actively engaged, for at |east the

2-year period before the date of application, in the
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mai nt enance, preventive mai ntenance, or alteration of
aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 29 of this
chapter, or of any airfranme, aircraft engine, propeller,
appl i ance, conponent, or part thereof.

(c) An applicant who fails the know edge test
prescribed in paragraph (a)(6) of this section may not apply
for retesting until at |east 90 days after the date of the
t est.

8 66.153 Duration of authorization.

(a) Each inspection authorization expires on the |ast
day of the 24th nonth after the date of issuance.

(b) An inspection authorization ceases to be effective
whenever any of the foll ow ng occurs:

(1) The authorization is surrendered, suspended,
or revoked.

(2) The holder no |Ionger has a fixed base
of operation.

(3) The holder no | onger has the equi pnent,
facilities, or inspection data required by 8 66.151(a)(5)
for issuance of the authorization.

(4) The holder no longer holds a current and valid

avi ati on mai nt enance technician certificate or aviation
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mai nt enance technician (transport) certificate, as
appropri ate.

(c) The holder of an inspection authorization that is
suspended or revoked shall, upon the Admnistrator's
request, return it to the Admnistrator.

8 66.155 Renewal of authorization.

(a) To be eligible for renewal of an inspection
aut horization for a 2-year period, an applicant nmust, within
90 days before the expiration of the inspection
aut hori zation, present evidence at an FAA Flight Standards
District Ofice or an International Field Ofice that the
applicant still neets the requirenments of 8§ 66.151(a) (1)

t hrough (a)(5) and show that, during the current period that
the applicant held the inspection authorization, the
appl i cant has—

(1) Perfornmed at | east one annual inspection for each
3 nonths that the applicant held the current authority;

(2) Performed inspections of at |east two major
repairs or major alterations for each 3 nonths that the
applicant held the current authority;

(3) Perfornmed or supervised and approved at | east

one progressive inspection in accordance with standards
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prescribed by the Adm nistrator for each 12 nonths that the
applicant held the current authority;

(4) Performed any conbination of paragraphs (a)(1)
through (a)(3) of this section;

(5) Successfully conpleted an inspection authorization
refresher course or series of courses acceptable to the
Adm ni strator, of not less than 16 hours of instruction
during the 24-nonth period preceding the application for
renewal ; or

(6) Passed an oral test adm nistered by an FAA
i nspector to determ ne that the applicant's know edge of
appl i cabl e regul ati ons and standards is current.

(b) An applicant intending to renove the limtation
specified in 8 66.157(b) nmust present evidence that he or
she still neets the requirenents of 8 66.151(a) and (b) and
that the inspections or maintenance required to be perforned
or supervised and approved under paragraph (a) of this
section involved aircraft certificated
under part 25 or part 29 of this chapter, or any airfrane,
aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, conponent, or

part thereof.
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8§ 66.157 Privileges and limtations.

(a) Except as specified in paragraphs (b) and (c) of
this section, the holder of an inspection authorization with
either a current and valid aviation maintenance technician
certificate or a current and valid aviation nmai ntenance
technician (transport) certificate may:

(1) Inspect and approve for return to service any
aircraft, airframe, aircraft engine, propeller appliance,
conponent, or part thereof after conpletion of a major
repair or major alteration performed in accordance with
part 43 of this chapter and technical data approved by the
Adm ni strator.

(2) Performan annual inspection, or performor
supervi se a progressive inspection, according to 88 43.13
and 43.15 of this chapter, on any aircraft and approve the
aircraft for return to service.

(b) The hol der of an inspection authorization with a
current and valid aviation maintenance technician
certificate may not inspect and approve for return to
service any aircraft certificated under part 25 or part 29
of this chapter.

(c) The holder of an inspection authorization with

either a current and valid aviati on mai nt enance techni ci an
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certificate or a current and valid aviation mai ntenance
technician (transport) certificate may not inspect and
approve for return to service any aircraft maintained in
accordance with a continuous airworthiness maintenance
program approved under part 121 of this chapter

(d) When exercising the privileges of an inspection
aut hori zation, the holder shall keep it available for
i nspection by the aircraft owner and the aviation
mai nt enance technician or aviation mai ntenance technician
(transport) who submt the aircraft, repair, or alteration
for approval (if any), and shall present it at the request
of the Adm nistrator or an authorized representative of the
Nati onal Transportation Safety Board, or at the request of
any Federal, State, or local |aw enforcenent officer.

(e) If the holder of an inspection authorization
changes his or her fixed base of operation, the hol der may
not exercise the privileges of the authorization until he or
she has notified, in witing, the FAA Flight Standards
District Ofice, or International Field Ofice, for the area

in which the new base is |ocated, of the change.
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Subpart E —Avi ation Repair Specialists
8 66.201 Aviation repair specialist certificates issued on
the basis of proficiency in a designated specialty area
(ARS-1): Eligibility.

An applicant for an aviation repair specialist
certificate and rating issued on the basis of proficiency in
a designated specialty area (ARS-1) nust—

(a) Be at least 18 years of age;

(b) Denonstrate the ability to read, wite, speak, and
understand the English | anguage by readi ng and expl ai ni ng
appropriate mai nt enance publications and by witing defect
and repair statenents. |If the applicant is unable to neet
any of these requirenments because of nedical reasons, the
Adm ni strator may place such limtations on that applicant's
certificate as are necessary for the safe maintenance,
preventive mai ntenance, or alteration of aircraft; and

(c) Present either—

(1) An appropriate graduation certificate, a
certificate of conpletion, or other docunmentary evidence
acceptable to the Admnistrator, that denonstrates
satisfactory conpletion of an aviation repair specialist
training course or programfor a rating in a specialty area

desi gnated by the Adm nistrator; or
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(2) Before [date 12 nonths after the effective date of
final rule], evidence acceptable to the Adm nistrator, of
the ability to performthose tasks appropriate to the
certificate and rating in the designated specialty
area sought.

8 66.203 Aviation repair specialist certificates issued on
the basis of enploynent (ARS-11): Eigibility.

An applicant for an enpl oynent-based avi ation repair
specialist certificate (ARS-I1) nust—

(a) Be at least 18 years of age;

(b) Denonstrate the ability to read, wite, speak, and
understand the English | anguage by readi ng and expl ai ni ng
appropriate mai nt enance publications and by witing defect
and repair statenents. |If the applicant is unable to neet
any of these requirenments because of nedical reasons, the
Adm ni strator may place such limtations on that applicant's
certificate as are necessary for the safe maintenance,
preventive mai ntenance, or alteration of aircraft;

(c) Be specially qualified to perform nmai nt enance on
aircraft, airframes, aircraft engines, propellers,
appl i ances, conponents, or parts thereof, that is

appropriate to the job in which that person is enployed;
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(d) Be enployed in a specific job that requires those
special qualifications, by a certificated repair station or
by a certificated comrercial operator or certificated air
carrier, that is required by its operating certificate or
approved operations specifications to provide a continuous
ai rwort hi ness mai ntenance program according to its
certificate holder's manual;

(e) Be recommended for certification, by his or her
enpl oyer and to the satisfaction of the Adm nistrator, as
able to satisfactorily maintain aircraft or appliances,
conponents, or parts, appropriate to the job for which the
person is enpl oyed; and

(f) Have either—

(1) At least 3,000 hours of practical experience in
the procedures, practices, inspection nethods, nmaterials,
tools, machine tools, and equi pnent generally used in the
mai nt enance duties of the specific job for which the person
is to be enployed and certificated; or

(2) Conpleted formal training that is acceptable to
the Adm nistrator and specifically designed to qualify the
applicant for the job in which the applicant is to

be enpl oyed.
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8 66.205 Aviation repair specialist certificates issued to
experinmental aircraft builders (ARS-I11): Eligibility.

An applicant for an aviation repair specialist
certificate issued to an experinental aircraft buil der
(ARS-111), must—

(a) Be at least 18 years of age;

(b) Be the primary builder of the aircraft to which
the privileges of the certificate are applicable;

(c) Show, to the satisfaction of the Adm nistrator,
that the individual has the requisite skill to determ ne
whet her the aircraft is in a condition for safe operation;
and

(d) Be a citizen of the United States or an i ndividual
citizen of a foreign country who has been lawfully admtted
for permanent residence in the United States.

8 66.207 Transition to new certificates.

(a) Awvalid repairman certificate (other than a
repairman certificate issued to an experinental aircraft
builder) is equal to an aviation repair specialist

certificate issued on the basis of enploynment (ARS-I1).
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(b) Awvalid repairman certificate (experinenta
aircraft builder) is equal to an aviation repair specialist
certificate issued to an experinmental aircraft builder
(ARS-111).

8 66.209 Aviation repair specialist certificates issued on
the basis of proficiency in a designated specialty area
(ARS-I): Privileges and limtations.

(a) The holder of an aviation repair speciali st
certificate issued on the basis of proficiency in a
desi gnated specialty area (ARS-1) nmay perform or supervise
t he mai nt enance, preventive mai ntenance, or alteration of
aircraft, airframes, aircraft engines, propellers,
appl i ances, conponents, and parts appropriate to the
desi gnated specialty area for which the aviation repair
specialist is certificated, but only in connection with
enpl oynment by a certificate holder operating under part 121
or part 135 of this chapter or a repair station certificated
under part 145 of this chapter.

(b) The hol der of an aviation repair speciali st
certificate issued on the basis of proficiency in a
desi gnated specialty area (ARS-1) may not perform or
supervi se duties under the aviation repair specialist
certificate unless the individual understands the current

instructions of the certificate holder by whomthe aviation
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repair specialist is enployed and the instructions for
continued airworthiness that relate to the specific
oper ati ons concer ned.

8§ 66.211 Aviation repair specialist certificates issued on
the basis of enploynment (ARS-I1): Privileges and
[imtations.

(a) The holder of an aviation repair speciali st
certificate issued on the basis of enploynent (ARS-11) may
perform or supervise the maintenance, preventive
mai nt enance, or alteration of aircraft, airframes, aircraft
engi nes, propellers, appliances, conponents, and parts
t hereof appropriate to the job in which the aviation repair
specialist is enployed and certificated, but only in
connection with duties for the certificate hol der by whom
the aviation repair specialist was enpl oyed and recommended.

(b) The hol der of an aviation repair speciali st
certificate issued on the basis of enploynent (ARS-11) may
not performor supervise duties under the aviation repair
specialist certificate unless the person understands the
current instructions of the certificate hol der by whomthe
aviation repair specialist is enployed and the instructions
for continued airworthiness that relate to the specific

oper ati ons concer ned.
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8§ 66.213 Aviation repair specialist certificates issued to
experinmental aircraft builders (ARS-I11): Privileges and
l[imtations.

The hol der of an aviation repair specialist certificate
issued to an experinental aircraft builder (ARS-111) may
perform condition inspections on the aircraft constructed by
the hol der, in accordance with the operating Iimtations of
that aircraft.

8 66.215 Aviation repair specialist certificates issued on
the basis of proficiency in a designated specialty area
(ARS-I): Recent experience requirenents.

The hol der of an aviation repair specialist certificate
i ssued on the basis of proficiency in a designated specialty
area (ARS-1) may not exercise the privileges of the
certificate unless the hol der neets the current
qualification and proficiency requirenents for the issuance
of the certificate and rating in the designated specialty

ar ea.

APPENDI X A TO PART 66 — AVI ATI ON MAI NTENANCE TECHNI Cl AN
( TRANSPORT) TRAI NI NG PROGRAM CURRI CULUM REQUI REMENTS

(a) Formof training programoutline. An applicant

for approval as a training provider nmust submit a training
programoutline to the Adm nistrator. The training program
outline my be submtted in paper, electronic, or any other

formthat is acceptable to the Adm nistrator; however, it
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shall include a table of contents. The table of contents
must specify those subject areas taught in the program and
t he nunber of curriculumhours allotted to each

subj ect area.

(b) Content of training programoutline. The training

programoutline nust contain all of subject area headi ngs
specified in this appendi x; however, the headi ngs are not
required to be arranged in the outline exactly as listed in
this appendi x. Any arrangenent of headi ngs and subheadi ngs
w Il be satisfactory provided that the outline indicates
that instruction will be provided in each subject area for
at | east the m ni mum nunber of hours specified in this
appendi x. Each general subject area of the outline shall be
subdivided in detail, showing the itens to be covered.

(c) Additional subject areas. Any training provider

may i nclude additional subjects that are not specified in
this appendix in the training programoutline; however, the
nunber of hours allotted to training in each subject area
must be specified. Hourly requirenents devoted to
addi ti onal subject areas not specified in this appendi x are
not included in the determ nation of a program s conpliance
with the mninumtraining requirenents specified in

t hi s appendi x.
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(d) Mninmumtraining programrequirenents. Unless

approved by the Adm nistrator in accordance with

par agraph (h) of this appendi x, the foll owm ng subject areas
and cl assroom hours for each subject area are considered the
m nimumtraining requirements for an aviation mai ntenance

technician (transport) training program

Subj ect Area Cl assroom
Hour s
Advanced el ectronics 229
Conposi tes 62
Structural repair 86
Power pl ants and systens 58
Saf ety and envi ronnent 69
Publ i cati ons 69
TOTAL HOURS 573
(e) Facilities, equipnent, and material. An applicant

for authority to conduct a training programleading to the
i ssuance of the aviation maintenance technician (transport)
certificate nust have the followng facilities, equipnent,
and material s:

(1) Facilities —Suitable classroons, |aboratories,
and shop facilities, adequate to acconmmpdate the | argest
nunber of students schedul ed for attendance at any one tine,

must be provided. Such classroons, |aboratories, and shop
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facilities shall be properly heated, |ighted, and
venti | at ed.

(2) Equipnment and materials —Suitable devices for the
instruction of each student in the theoretical and practical
aspects of the subjects contained in the training program
shall be provided. This material may include, but shall not
be limted to, acceptabl e textbooks, operations nanual s,
chal kboards, cal cul ators, conputers, and visual aids.

(f) Instructors. The nunber of instructors avail able

for conducting the program of instruction shall be

determ ned according to the needs and facilities of the
applicant. However, the ratio of students per instructor in
each shop class nmay not exceed 25 students per 1 instructor.

(g Credit for previous training. A training provider

may eval uate an entrant's previous training and, where the
training is verifiable and conparable to portions of the
training program the training provider may, as each

i ndi vi dual case warrants, allow credit for such training,
commensurate wth accepted training practices. Before
credit is allowed, the individual requesting credit nust
pass an exam nation given by the training provider, which is
equi val ent to those exam nations given by the training

provider for the sane subject in the training program
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Were credit is allowed, the basis for the all owance, the
results of any tests used to establish the credit, and the
total hours credited nust be incorporated as a part of the
student's records, as specified in paragraph (i) of

t hi s appendi x.

(h) Revision of training program

(1) After initial approval of a training provider, the
training provider may apply to the Adm nistrator for a
revision to the training program Requests for the revision
of a training program which include nodifications to the
facilities, equipnent, and material used, or a reduction in
t he nunber of hours of instruction provided to fewer than
the specified m nimumrequirenments, shall be acconplished in
t he sane manner established for securing original approval
of the training provider. Revisions nust be submtted in
such formthat the revision can be readily included in the
training programoutline so that obsolete portions of the
outline can be readily superseded by the revision.

(2) A nodification of the training program or a
reduction in the nunber of hours of training provided to
fewer than the specified mninmumrequirenents, is based on
i nproved training effectiveness because of the use of

i nproved training nmethods and training aids, an increase in
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the quality of instruction, the use of special student entry
requi renents, the granting of credit for previous experience
or training, or any conbination thereof.

(3) The list of instructors may be revised at any tinme
W t hout request for approval, provided the m ni mum
requi renents are nai ntained and the | ocal FAA princi pal
mai nt enance i nspector is notified of the revision.

(4) \enever the Adm nistrator finds that revisions
are necessary for the continued adequacy of the training
program the training provider shall, after notification by
the Adm nistrator, make any changes in the training program
that the Adm nistrator deens necessary.

(i) Student records and reports. Approval of a

training provider may not be continued unless the training
provi der keeps an accurate record of each student, including
a chronological log of all instruction, subjects covered,
exam nations, grades, and attendance records (including a
record of the manner in which m ssed material was covered).
To retain approval, a training provider also nmust prepare
and transmt to the Federal Aviation Adm nistration, not

| ater than January 31 of each year, a report containing the

foll ow ng information:
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(1) The names of all students graduated, student
attendance records, and student grades for the program

(2) The names of all students failed or dropped,
together with school grades and reasons for dropping.

(3) Upon request, the Adm nistrator nmay wai ve the
reporting requirenents specified in paragraphs (i)(1) and
(2) of this appendix, for a training programthat is part of
an approved training course conducted under the follow ng
parts or subparts: part 121, subpart L; part 135, subpart
J; or part 147 of this chapter.

(j) Statenent of graduation and records of training

conpletion. Each student who successfully conpletes a
trai ning programshall be given a statenent of graduation
Each student who conpletes a portion of a training program
shal |, upon request, be given a record of the training
conpl et ed.

(k) Contracts or agreenents.

(1) An approved training provider may contract with
ot her persons to obtain suitable course work, curriculum
prograns, instruction, aircraft, sinulators, or other
trai ni ng devices or equipnent.

(2) An approved training provider may contract with

anot her person to conduct any portion or all of a training
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program The approved training provider may not authorize
that person to contract for the conduct of the programby a
third party.

(3) In all cases, the approved training provider is
responsi ble for the content and quality of the
i nstruction provi ded.

(4) A copy of each contract authorized under this
par agr aph shall be retained by the approved training
provider and is subject to review by the Adm ni strator
during the period of the contract and within 2 years after
the termnation of its provisions.

(1) Change of ownership, nanme, or |ocation.

(1) Change of ownership —Approval of a training
provi der may not be continued after the ownership of the
trai ni ng program has changed. The new owner nust obtain a
new approval by follow ng the procedures prescribed for
original approval.

(2) Change in name —An approved training provider or
program changed in nane but not changed i n ownership,
remains valid if the change is reported within 30 days by
the training provider to the local Flight Standards Di strict

Ofice.
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(3) Change in location —Approval for a training
provider remains in effect even though the approved training
provi der changes location if the change is reported by the
training provider to the local Flight Standards District
Ofice wwthin 30 days. Approval may, however, be w t hdrawn
if, after inspection, the facilities, equipnent, and
material at the new | ocation do not neet the requirenents of
par agraph (e) of this appendi x.

(m Cancell ation of approval.

(1) Failure to neet or maintain any of the standards
set forth in this appendi x for the approval of a training
provi der shall be considered a sufficient reason for
di sconti nui ng approval of the training provider.

(2) If a training provider decides to cancel its
approval voluntarily, the training provider shall send a
| etter requesting cancellation to the Adm ni strator through
the local Flight Standards District Ofice. The request
shall contain the current letter of approval for the
trai ning provider.

(n) Duration. Unless an approved training provider is
a certificate holder operating under part 121 or part 135 of
this chapter, an aviation mai ntenance technician school

certificated under part 147 of this chapter, or a repair
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station that perfornms work under 8§ 145.2(a) of this chapter
the authority to operate a training programshall expire

24 nonths after the last day of the nonth in which the
approval was issued. |If the approved training provider is a
certificate hol der operating under part 121 or part 135 of
this chapter, an aviation mai ntenance technician school
certificated under part 147 of this chapter, or a repair
station that perfornms work under 8§ 145.2(a) of this chapter
the authority to operate a training programw !l remain
effective for the duration of the holder's certificate.

(o) Renewal. Application for renewal of authority to
conduct a training programshall be nade by letter addressed
to the Adm nistrator through the |ocal Flight Standards
District Ofice at any time within 60 days before the
expiration date of the current approval. Renewal of a
training provider's approval wll depend on the training
program neeting established standards and the record of the
trai ning provider.

PART 147 — AVI ATI ON MAI NTENANCE TECHNI CI AN SCHOOLS

10. The authority citation for part 147 continues to
read as foll ows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701- 44702,

44707-44709.
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11. Section 147.23 is revised to read as foll ows:
8§ 147.23 Instructor requirenents.

An applicant for an aviation maintenance technician
school certificate and rating, or for an additional rating,
must provide the nunber of instructors, determ ned by the
Adm nistrator to be sufficient to provide adequate
supervi sion of the students, who hold appropriate aviation
mai nt enance technician or aviation mai ntenance technician
(transport) certificates with aviation mai ntenance
instructor ratings; the instructors shall be provided after
[date 12 nonths after the effective date of final rule], and
shall include at |least 1 aviation maintenance technician
with an aviation mai ntenance instructor rating or 1 aviation
mai nt enance technician (transport) with an aviation
mai nt enance instructor rating for each 25 students in each
shop class. However, the applicant may provi de specialized
instructors who are not certificated aviation mai ntenance
techni ci ans or avi ation mai ntenance technicians (transport)
to teach mat hematics, physics, basic electricity, basic
hydraulics, drawing, or simlar subjects. The applicant is
required to maintain a list of the names and qualifications
of specialized instructors and, upon request, provide a copy

of the list to the FAA.
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12. Section 147.36 is revised to read as foll ows:
8 147.36 Muaintenance instructor requirenents.

Each certificated aviati on mai ntenance technician
school shall, after certification or addition of a rating,
continue to provide the nunber of instructors that the
Adm ni strator deens sufficient to provide adequate
instruction to the students and who hol d appropriate
avi ati on mai ntenance technician or aviation maintenance
technician (transport) certificates with aviation
mai nt enance instructor ratings, including after [date 12
months after the effective date of final rule], at |east
1 certificated aviation maintenance instructor for each
25 students in each shop class. The school may continue to
provi de specialized instructors who are not certificated
avi ati on mai ntenance technicians or aviation maintenance
technicians (transport) to teach mathematics, physics, basic

electricity, basic hydraulics, drawing, or simlar subjects.

| ssued i n Washi ngton, DC, on June 26, 1998.

/S Ava L. Mns

Acting Director, Flight Standards Service
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